


Mission of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Heritage Preservation Commission .

The Southwestern Pennsylvania Hentage Preservatlon Commlssmn fosters partnershlps to ,
- recognize, conserve, promote, interpret, and make available for the beneﬁt of the pubhc The '
Allegheny Experzence An American Transformation. : : ,

i Mlssmn of the Regional Tr‘alls Committee -

The Regional Trails Committee serves as a regio'n'a] forum to foster the establishment,
protection, implementation, and interpretation of heritage trails in the region overseen by
the Southwestern Pennsylvama Herltage Preservatlon Commlssmn

PREPARED: ' Partnershlps Branch Denver Serv1ce Center~ L November 28, 1994
« ' Nahonal Park Service ~ v '

" RECOMMENDED: Regional Trails Committee _ R December 1, 1994
~ Laurie Lafontaine, Chairperson o ’
Southwestern Pennsylvania Herltage
Preservatlon Commlssmn

" CONCURRED: Randall Cooley, Executlve Dlrector ' 'Decémbe‘r 15, 1994

Southwestern Pennsylvania Herltage
Preservation Commission

. @ Printed on Recycled Paper



| | | o Herliage 'I'rulls AR !
S'I'RENG'I'HENING A REGIONAI. COMMUNI'I‘Y

August 1995

Bedford B]alr Cambrla, Fayette Fulton Huntmgdon
Ind1ana Somerset and Westmoreland Courmes Pennsylvama

- . N Um’ted State_s*Department of the Int‘enor R






PREFACE _

To understand the Allegheny region of southwestern Pennsylvania, one must first get through it.

- Ridge after ridge, these mountains formed a formidable barrier to all who attempted their crossing.
Whether ancient buffalo, American Indian, éarly explorer and settler, canal builder, railroad builder, or
highway builder, all who would cross’ these ridges had.to find their own best way. . S
Today, with the regional trails system proposal, visitors and residents of this.beautiful region have the
opportunity to walk the same pathways through. history and to follow the same course taken by an
~early canal or railroad, including the route of the horrific Johnstown flood. In doing so, there is
_opportunity to refresh a sense of community and region and ourselves. On these pathways people can

- look into the face of history, follow its very steps, and remind themselves and their childrer of wh'at_

was accomplished years ago and still invigorates today. -

- The trails system described in this docunient presents a significant .challenge, but the obstacles are-pale
~ in comparison to those overcome by the individuals who first credted these pathways. Like those early
- trails, these new pathways will be built by the hard labor of men’ and.-women willing to take up this
new challenge. The* obstacles: today may be more bureaucratic and financial than physical, but the
- dream of uniting-a region and once again crossing that Allegheny barrier is the same. This genération
- must continue to follow that: path. S S ' L
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_ SUMMARY

In a nine- County area in the Allegheny

-~ Mountains, the Southwestern Pennsylvania -

Herltage.Preservatlon Commission (SPHPC)
is joining with private and public partners to
achieve its primary program goal: To foster .

_an’awareness-of the national significance of -
the heritage of the region, while encouraging

. economic development by promoting the
" Allegheny Experience: An: American
Transformation (Allegheny -Experience).

‘From bef_ore the first Europeans came’ to'this

~Allegheny region, its geogtaphy and
resources shaped human.endeavors. Over

< more than two centuries, through wars and ,

rebellions, through exploxtanon and
resoureefulness, through innovations in

- . transportation and mdustry,vsouthwestern’
- .Pennsylvanians played a key rolg in the
transformation of the nation. This plan

- serves as a tool-in the SPHPC's -effort to

‘promote an un‘derstand‘mg of Lhe impact of

this region and its people on our history.

This regional trails plan will help tell visitors
and residents the story of The Allegheny
Experience. 1t will ‘also ‘provide a guideline for
increasing heritage: tourism through develop-
ment. of a concentrated network of recrea-

tional trails linking heritage resources.

throug,hout the reglon

' The reglon overseen by the SPHPC mcludes
. Bedford, Blair, Cambria, Fayette, Fulton,
" Huntingdon, Indiana, Somerset, and
- Westmoreland Counties and borders

Maryland: and West Vlrgmla In 1992, the
SPHPC completed its Comprehensive ‘
Management Plan, a tool to assist in the

achievement of its'primary program goal. .

Included.in that plan is a suggestion to
develop heritage and interpretive trails that

would. complement existing visitor sites and

_the newly established Path of Progress
' Heutagje Auto Tour Route.



SUMMARY

Trail 1mt1at1ve5 across the country have
become increasingly ‘popular because of the -
,'.remarkable economic; tourism, and quality of

 life benefits derived from associated trail

~development and activities: The international -

- trend towards- heritage tourism offers a
posmve and sustamable direction for- trall
initiatives and the region as a whole. In .
addition, there are several national 1mt1at1v.¢'é
that are influencing trails projects across the-
country ‘and in western Pennsylvania. The -

" Rails-to-Trails movement,.is particularly -

*impressive in its range, positively affecting’

communities in many of the.nooks and

‘crannies of our country. There are also

heritage theries and iltterpretétion as-

‘important‘to individua] project success, -

: Regwnal and COunty spines. are to be o

" established, which would not only provtde.

. extend the regional system to Plttsburgh and *~

opporturiities to expermnce the entire reglon
but also would serve as. linkage points for
subsequent trail projects. The potential to

Erie to the northwest, Harrisburg to the cast,

- the West Virginia trail network to the qouth

“several significant initiatives underway in the .

_ region offering the opportunity to form .
- partnerships with trails enthusjasts."In - '
~‘addition to the Path of Progress Heritage
Auto, Tour Route, the Pennsylvania Trans-

portahon Policy Plan and the Pennsylvania = o

Hetitage Parks Program m}t1at1ves set the
stage for extraordinary success for the
1mp1ementat10n of trail pIO]eCtS

) To capltahze on these trends, the SPHPC

" contracted with the National Park Service in
- late.1993 to establish the trails initiative

: :process by conducting workshops toassist

the citizens of the region in.developing thmr '

own regional trails plan. Informal
partnerships were set up to develop portxons

and Cumberland, Maryland, and
Washmgton D.C,, to the southeast is an_
attamable vision.

In addition throu&h the public participation
process in the deve]opment of the plan, the
 trails initiative process was established, with -

_individual initiative descriptions as the basis

for future trail planning. Of significance to

_this process is the identification of project

partners, heritage resources within the - -
corndor, and potenhal interpretive themes

The pnmary re’commendatron of Hern‘age '

Trails is the establishment of a régional trails -
v.networl\ and linking hentage reseurces,

while relying on a regional spine system: to -

' Vfa‘cilitate interconnection. Critical to the'

B ‘1mplunentat10n of the network is the
- establishmeént of a regional trails organiza-

of the plan. Inventories of heritage resources - -

~were conducted in each -county to'set thé
. stage. . for the identification of heritage and
mterprehve themea for each trail mltlatlve

. “Heritage Trails:. Qtrengthemng a Regzonal i

Communzh/ “(Heritage Trails) is the first trails
plan by and for the people of southwestern

- - Pennsylvania. It is a grassroots. effort to

establish and’ protect heritage. trail* corridors.
" in the region overseen by the SPHPC. The
plan builds on the existing system of
popular hiking trails (primarily single use)
~ the region, identifying an abundance of
: ;multlube trails, especially rails-to-trails. It.is a
visionary plan, identifying over 100

tion. It will be the responsxblllty of -this -

organization, with the support of the
SPHPC, to carry. forward the objectives of

" -this plan. In doing so, visitors to the region,:
- as well as residents, will gain a de¢per

. 'plan'nin'g and. individual‘ptoject activities, . - '

: app1ec1at10n for the Alleglzeny Fxperzence

fThe p]an 1dent1ﬁc9 the spec1ﬁc regional and "
national niche that the heritage linkages wﬂl

occupy as being critical to marketing.
Marketing and trail promotion ideas are
presented. Pursuit of rail ‘excursion oppor-
tunities, continued support for county

. and the establishment of regional nonprofit

land-based trails extending over 1,000 miles, i

as well as water-based and rail excursion -
initiatives. It is unique in that it not only °
“identifies these routes but also identifies, .

management, fundraising, and volunteerism

“training programs are all recommended (see

appendixes B through E.}. People wishing to
pursue further trails activities can. make good
use of these listings. This plan does not
provide détailed project planning; however;.

vl -



it 1denhf1es the next steps in the trails
planning process for those who w1sh to take
up the cha]lenge '

With thé challengé of such an éxtensive
undertaking comes %1gmf1cant reward. There -
is the 5at15fact10n of %eemg pro]ecta nnple— n

‘Svlﬁmmc‘:ry

mented, the"étrehgthening of hefitége -

tourism as a viable diversification of the =
economy, the ‘creation of econonnc

‘development opportunities, an’

understanding and apprec1at10n of the
significance of the region’s heritage, and the

'vatrengthemng of the r(_glonal Commumty

X .
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PLANNING FRAMEWORK

;BACKGROUND I

Throughout the exploratlon, %ettlement and -

~ development of our cotintry, footpaths and
_trails have been an integral part-of America’ 5
“landscape 4and heritage: Native Americans .

* hunted animals by following their trails’

- through forests and across open prairies.
Over time these narrow paths became trade
routes andvestabhshed transportanon
corridors, Later, the Western frontier was
-explored and expanded by trail. Pioneers "
“following Indian pathways opened. up the ,
) Northwest Territories. The Oregon Trail led .
‘wagon trains of pioneers to the Pacific
Northwest, while' Fl Camino Real linked
- Spanish Missions along the California coast.

o In-remote regions, trails have prov1ded

access for résources, fire protection, and -

- recreation, benefiting millions of visitors. to
“national forests and-parks. In the south-

‘western Pennsylvania region, the original

. tracés of human movement are the initial -

layers of transportatlon upon’ which our:

- current modern system is 5uper1mpo%ed

,Bv ‘the year 2000 ‘more-than 80% of the
nation’s. populatlon will reside in urban -
- areas. The- growing number of two-career

couples, smgte parent families, the physical

~and ‘economic limits to moblhty, and the.

decrease in available leisure time already

~influence. recreatlonal optlons and restrict the:

ability of more and more Americans to travel

.to distant park and recreation facilities.

Close-to-home opportunities are a priority.
Existing, streets, 51dewa1k5 and parks that
are’ avallable minutes from home. are the. *

_starting points for local recreation. These,
" however, are madcquate to satlsfy the full

range of needs that an extended trail’ system -

s capable of providing.-Trails:have multiple
values and their benefits reach far beyond

recreat1on Tralls can enr1ch the quahty of




PLANNING FRAMEWORK

life for 1nd1v1duals make communities more
livable, and Pprotect, nurture, and showcase
our precious heritage resources. They also
_proteet ecologmal d1ver51ty and are important '
for the nation’s health, economy, and ‘
education. :

Today, for millions of Americans, tralls are
links to. the outdoors and local heritage
resources, providing opportunities for

© recreation, exercise, and transportation: »
'kExamples of trall uses- 1nclude the’ followmg

-; A landscaped, urban b1cycle path that
provides chlldren W1th a safe route to
school.

B A streamside gTee‘nwa'y that provides a
relaxing pathway for senior citizens

traveling from home to a nearby shoppmg7

- area.

A w1lderness trail that prov1des a
classroom for college. students’ studymg
forest ecosystems.

& An abandoned railroad corr1dor trans-
formed into a multiuse trail and used by a
local track team as a fitness. course.

® A mountain trail that challenges the Sklll@
of a person with' disabilities.

- ® In urban areas, a bicycle trail parallel to a
highway commonly helps eliminate traffic
congestion and 1educe noise and air -
pollution.

Tralls reveal the d1ver51ty of the American
“landscape. They highlight the character of
our close-to-home environments. Vlllage

~ Tesidents amble along Vermont's Stowe

- Recreation Path. Bicyclists and pedestrians
journey from the New York Aquarium to"

any one of 13 parks on the multijurisdic-

fional Brooklyn-Queens ‘Greenway. Residents

and tourists alike -enjoy the 470-mile

Colorado ‘Trail, extendmg from Denver to

: Durango Fitness conscious walkers and

“backpackers hike: portions of the interstate
Potomac Heritage Trail. Whether for an hour
or a month, trail opportunities provide

' f1n51ght into America’s dlver51ty and’ re]uve-

nate the lasting - spirit.

' Studies by th‘e federal government and

nonprofit organizations have emphasized =

-economic*development opportunities and

tourism benefits of trails as well as the' need

- for more facilities. Trails are of great impor-

tance to the nation’s populatlon Trail use
was consistently cited among the 10 most

- popular outdoor recreational activities as
noted in the 1982 83 Nat10nw1de Recreation -

Survey, and in 1986, one out of every 10

- comments received by the President's
Commission on. Americans Outdoors related

to trails. As America grows, available recrea-

~ tional resources must keep pace with a
- growing population of outdoor enthusmsts

Providing more recreational opportunities -
and alternatives than a single parcel of land

© trails connect people with natural,

community, and -heritage resources, and'

. provide safe and scenic routes from home to

shopping-areas, schools, and business
centers. Trails prOVIde recreational
opportunities while unltlng ne1gjhborhoods
Greenway corridors conserve open space,
protect important resources, link visitor sites,
and can include a trail. Combining trails and
greenways with heritage 1nterpretat10n will”
further their utilization and importance to

‘economic development and hcntage tourlsm.

,Amerlcans are seeking trail Opportunltles as
never before. No longer are trails only for -
the Iugged individualist pursuing a sohtary

trek through breathtakmg wilderness. The -

trail landscape is found everywhere, and
trail users inclide young people and senior
citizens, families, individuals and organmed

- groups, people with disabilities, and the
~ physically fit. The activities that occur on

trails are ‘as diverse as the users. Walking,

bicycling, -horseback riding, mountain blklng,'

snowmobiling, cross-country skiing, skate-
boarding, and backpacking are. all* ‘popular

. trail activities. The following statistics testify
 to the populanty of trail act1v1t1es




| More® Amencans walk for pleasure (100

million). than partrcrpate 1n any other
~outdoor act1v1ty ' ‘

l.’60 million Amerrcans are now blcyclrsts
(bicycle sales outpace new car sales each -

year). »

17 mllhon are horseback rlders

6 mllhon are cross- country_slqers.
9 mlllron are canoeists.

3.5 million are offroad motorcychsts and
© ATV riders. ~

-~ m 43 million Americans experience some -

type of mobility impairment at some time .
in their lives, and would beneﬁt from

- acce551ble faC1ht1es

- Trends and’future opportunitleé for trail

uch}Gp'l"u_"!t must-be considered when

 initiating new trail plans. Rugged

backcountry trails popular through the 19605
gave way to the greenway movement with
an emphasis on multiuse trails through the

11970s and. 80s. Rails-to-trails have been. .-
- popular since the early 1980s. The 1990s has -

seen emphasis-on heritage tourism. The.

Trails for All Americans initiative (1990) set the’
foundation for trails activities for the early
1990s. Setting the stage for a national ‘system
 of trails, the ideas and premises of this work
L form the foundation of thought for thls plan

— its basic premise is. the concept of “a trail -
within 15 minutes” of every American, The
mid-1990s has_seen the emergence and’ =

: 1mportance of corporate, business, and’

nonprofit leadership to trail activities.

L Corporate and business leadership has -

influenced the establishmerit of the
America’s Discovery Trail; and the

. availability of abandoned rail corridors is

fueling the overwhelming growth of

. rails-to- tralls nationwide. Finally, the Vision :
for Trails in the. Twenty ~First Century initiative' - L

takes the Trails for All Americans. initiative -

" one step further, advocating trails easily

accessible to all Americans from thelr

doorsteps

‘Vision,_ qupose, _and _Gocxl's‘ ‘

~_VISION, PURPOSE, AND GOALS'

- Vision

The vision for Héritage‘Tfails is to provide a -
regionwide heritage and interpretive trails
system that will offer recreational oppor-

- “tunities-and help identify, interpret; and link .

the region’s natural and cultural resources.

. The plan w1ll

serve as tangible links between 51tes and
stories already inventoried, as well as 51tes
and stories to be 1dent1f1ed

'_encourage the use of alternatlve means of
transportatton between the 51tes and stories

proVide Opportunities for appr'opriate
~ recreational .activities in combma‘aon w1th
the sites and stories R

- Purpoee . c

The pdrposé of the plan is to develop a

* foundation for a regional trails system of
heritage ‘and interpretive trails that will link”
heritage sites and stories and indicate poten-,

tial physical linkages to other established or .

_ proposed regional and natronal recreation
i tralls )

The system is to be made up of land-
- based - trails; water based trarlb, and rall
; excursrons R : -

~The.plan is the basis for funding, .
marketing, and promotion of recreational
opportun1t1es to attract visitors to the
reglon ' -

_Fmally, Herztnge Trazls will add to the
. available tools for economic development
opportumtres in the regton
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' ‘Goals and Ob]ectlves

- The goalq of the plan are the means of
. guiding the plan toward:specific
"accomphshments and of keeping pro]ect
© partners on track as they praceed. Goals can
: be based on both issues and resources and.

usually reflect the attitudes of the people

who live and work in-the project area as

well as those who visit the area: Objectives
are intermediary steps rcquned to

* “accomplish a goal. Goals and ob]Ccﬁvc
:mclude the following:

Goa'l No.. 1. Promote the establishment of a

distinctive regional trail system. Economic
" development opportunitiés-and corres-
- ponding heritage tourism development will

resttlt. when a umque system is redlized,

umblmg, the region to compete with other

regions'in the country-in altracling touyists.
'Objéctivefs

Develop a reglonwxde heritage and
mtcrplcllvc trails system that encourages
the conservation of hentabe and natural

- resources.

_IntLgrdtC the tr ail systh w1th other
tmmpmtahon qystuns

Subgesl lml\a;,es betwecn ex1stm&, tlalls
and potential trails.

Encourage the development of heritage
and environmental educational oppor-
© tunities in combination with trail activitics
that will allow residents.and visitors to
©fully expcrlence and appreciate the
region’s natiorially significant heritage.

:_Goa"l. No. 2. Facilitate. fhe eﬁébli'shment and

nurturing of partnerships. Implementatlon of o .
conservation and trail projects is most R
readlly realucd through partnerqh1p effoits.
Hlstonmlly, nonprofit organizations have

provided leadership to both the business

comnrtunity as well as to public agencies, in

trails establishment, protcchon and develop- ©

.ment.

bbjec,tives 3

FEncourage opportunities for paftner’ships
“between volunteers, nonprofit organiza-
_tions, and agency representatives in the
- trail planning process.-

FEncourage the use of volimteers in tfail
route mapping, corridor protection, and
in development

Pmmole the use of government agency
expertise in thé establishment and-
- protection of cotridors, and in the
plannmg, des%n, and construcnon of
trdll‘;

"Provide "oppdftunities.for o ‘ .

multijurisdictional. cooperation in all
acpccts of tralls projects.




Goal No. 3 Promote hentage tourism and

‘sustainable economic. development. Trails ‘
play an important role in the creation of

jobs, and in attracting individuals ‘and

. busmesses interested in relocatlon All across

the country, trails support a l1festy]e that

‘ Amencans are searchmg for

- Objectives

ldentify the role trailsv:'cfan‘play in B
economic. development in the reglon

»env1ronmentally sensitive: and have low ,
- ‘1mpact on the land: -

‘Promote trails as places to understand and
- apprec1ate The Allegheny Experzence '

'Promote the usé of tralls as alternative-
transportation routes that link resourcées

- within the state heritage parks and as"
lmkages between the parks o

Promote tralls as enhancmg overall health'
- and qualtty of hfe S

) Use trails as. focal points for attracting
_people to commumhes and. existing
resources.

B Adopt trail constructlon standards that are‘

Vision, Purpose, and Goals

B , Goal No. 4. Facilitate 1mplementatlon and

management of projects. Providing a good

- -foundation for projects, with. appropriate
~ references to additional resources, is critical -
o to 1mplementat1on success. Implementatron

of projects is now: up to leaders of the
respechve count1es and 1nd1v1dual pro]ects

,ObjectiVes -

L Promote partnersh1ps as the most efﬁc1ent '. A

method of achieving trail 1mplementat1on
" incdluding cost- sharmg and technical .

-assistance- from agencres and nonproﬁt

' orgamzahons

~ Promote the’dedicatiOn of public”
rights- -of-way for tralls and pubhc open

‘ space

‘Foster a. positive environment where

landowners can reach consensus with trail

advocates on land access easements and .
donatlons

- Providc a ‘framework/ou'tline for indivi-

~dual trail projects that assist constitugncies '
in streamlmmg 1mplementat10n processes

_ Ensure .tha’t maintenance“needs of tralls: ;
- are identified in ‘advance, in particular
- 1dent1fy1ng maintenance agreements (with
‘agency or a nonproﬁt orgamzahon) n.
advanCe of constructlon :

Prov1de safe recreatlon fac1ht1es that mlm— '
imlze rlsks for users.

'Encourage the estabhshment of nonproﬁt L
management and training. programs for.-. -
~volunteers to assist in- the management of
trail projects. . :

) Establish uniform standards for
Evco'nstrtic'ti_on, faciliti'es,' and sign,s;

' AThese goals and ob]ectlves not only set the
~general tone. for the -Heritage Trails:

Strengthening a. Regzonal Community planning -

effort, but also can.be used as goals and

ob]ectwes for subsequent plans or md1v1dual
1n1t1at1ves i : :



- outline the steps to be taken w1ll ass1st in

* PLANNING FRAMEWORK. .

RE&(’).MME'NDA‘HONS AND B . Develop literature to assist in educatlng

STRATEGIES the public and landowriers in cases where o .
reversions may have occurred. ‘ o

. fhe vision of initiating hentage trails while ® Form partnershlps with landowners to
providing economic developmtent - . o © negotiate trail easements through
. opportunities is far- reachmg in-its scope. - previously reverted rail property.
Realization of the vision will require the
diligence and perseverance of the trails
community and allied nonprofit
organizations as well as the business :
* community, The fonowmg recom- o = Estabhsh contact with the Department of
mendations that the plan attempts to. : - Environmental Resources to develop an

~achieve and the corresponding strategies that early warning system to ensure timely
-awareness of anticipated (through review .

“of the system plan) rail corridor abandon-
~ ments and notices of sales. Work with the.
" state-and affected mun1c1pal1t1es to’ensure
corridor conservation.,

n ‘Estabhsh a partnership with the
Rails- to-Trails Conservancy to further..
raxls to-trails opportumtles in the region,

“that process,

Develop a Reglonal Traﬂ Network o

B Work with.the Pennsy]vama Depaltment
-of Transportation and the Public Utilities -
‘Commission to-save bridges scheduled for--
- demolition .and to establish coordmatlon
-exempting demolition of crossings on
corridors deemed feasible by the
~Department of Envirorimental Resources -

‘ Implementmg the reglonal trail network will -
assist the commission in achieving its

primary program goal of fostering an under- -
standing of the national significance of the
heritage of the region while encouragmg
economic development

. : - for trail conversion. _ . .
] Encourage the foxmal adoptlon of thew n Deve10p and support all tfalls that will - C .
“information contained in Heritage Trails in -~ feed mto the regional network. - ‘ : :

th h t f ;
© Compre ensive managemen plans o - ®m Work to amend the Rails-to-Trails. Act 188

nicipalities in the regi n.
municipalities in EO to provide'for railbanking of abandoned
® Include the ob]ectlves and all of the trail - tail corridors in the commonwealth. -

rojects listed in ‘the plan in the develop- :
r’;‘e r]t t processes of thepmetr.opolitém p ® Work to amend the Right of First Refusal
" planning organizations, local development Act 155 to extend the time from 60 days .
dlStrlCtb and local mun1c1paht1es . to six months for municipalities or the
:  state to enter into negotlahon with a

N Work to amend the authorizing legislation railroad for acquisition of property. This

for metropolitan planning organizations to
- establish a trail representative position on .

the plannmg team- for-the organization.

Conduct a feasibility study of rail trail
loop potential, identifying in more detail

the areas of special needs and partner-
“ships. (Over 700 miles: of abandoned rail .
~corridors are known to_exist in the region.

With an abundance of hentage resources,

-these corridors offer an exceptional
- glimpse into the region’s heritage.)

- Initiate contact with }active railroad

compan1es to share portlons of actlve raﬂ
corndors

. would allow more time for the required

- coalition building and lead to the preser:-

~ vation of the continuity of more corrldors
that otherwise might be sold off piecemeal.




" m Establish central l1brary of. nonproﬁt

 Establish a Regional Trail Organization

" Critical to the success of trail efforts nationi-

" wide is the establishment of sustarnable trarl
organizations under professional manage-

ment. The formation of such a group has -

many benefits, including networking among' )

various trails interests, fundrarsmg, and
political support. The structure of the -
organization is best determined by. its

function. It is envisioned that the .foundation -

created by. the work of the regional trails

committee will be built upon by the regional
trails organization: The following are

suggestions to form a basis. for discussion for

the SPHPC and the regional trails committee -
- as they seek to define the function and =

structure of the orgamzatron

] »Develop‘mlssmn statement and. antici- -

pated function of the Organization

_® Initiate membershrp roll categorres and

benefits.
m_Initiate advrsory board
B [nitiate board of d1rect0rs

B Initiate organrzatronal structure that
would support and encourage- trail
‘ »«mrtratrves in the regron

’ ‘® Initiate commrttees and subcommrttee N

structure

o Develop land based trarls, water- based

initiatives, rail éxcursions; multiuse trarls
- (including rail trails and greenways),.

“vehicle trails, -

- Hire -par_t—trme executive di_reCtor.

® Initiate strategic planning process,
including annual review of both the
~structure and- the organization.
Develop five-year goals.

objectives.

B Develop annual. executrve drrector and
© committee plans:

management, fundraising, heritage -
- tourism, and trails resources..

single use (prrmarrly hrkm;)) trails, offroad.

- Develop correspondmg one-or two—year

Recdrﬁr’hé_nddﬁdns and Strategies

: Implement Marketmg Concepts '
'*and Trails Promo’aon S

Marketrng year round trarl opportunrtres Wlll o
assist in attracting use and corresponding

economic benefits of trails that encourages
continued .implementation of trail initiatives.

“Trails promotion must also take place to.

strengthen the regronal organrzatron

. ) Incorporate Heritage Trazls marketmg

statement mto overall commlssmn -
~marketing " program. -

u Produce Herztage Trazls brochure

| Establrsh partnéerships with regron and
' natronal marketmg campaigns.-

* m Initiate a travel business partnershrp to

provrde a first-class vacation opportunrty

" m Inifiate partnershrps with national.

organizations to establish volunteer
vacations, and service projects.

® Produce’ Herztage Trails slideshow.

| 'Establrsh partnershrps with local television -
" stations, writers,; and sponsors to produce
L Heritage Trails video,

® Initiate speakets bureau

.® Produce a monthly new%letter to share

_new initiatives, trail development -
~ progress, funding opportumtres and

' - partnership efforts.

~* m Host a regional conference‘to promote

~ heritage trails establrshment protectron,
“and. marketmg :

"m Join in a partnershrp with Amtral( to

~ provide package trips.

. w Coordinate with' tounst promotion’

~agencies for establishing trail -tours.

® Encourage trail leaders to be elected to

vacant seats on tourrst councrls

'_l’ Include trarl dlfﬁculty as well as . -

accessibility in marketing and promotron

+* materjals. Consider producing an

accessible trails brochure specrﬁcally for -

" the elderly and mobrlrty 1mpa1red users.
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' Promote River Conservation, Recreation. -

Use, ’and Water Quality Improvement

Rwem and the experlences people have on
them are integral to-the region. Rivers

'prov1de a haven for wildlife and for people
~seeking to enjoy the beauty and exc1tement
‘the regmn has to offer

n Cooperate wi_th the Pehnéylvérﬁa’ Scenic -
Rivers Program. Support the establishment -

of a paralle]l designation for conservation
nver% (relying .on local zoning and other
_ measures for protection).

“® Work with local conservatlon groups and
~ " agencies on river conservation issues,

~ especially acid mine drama;:,e mitigation.
- Develop trails where access has to: be-
created for mitigation activities.

® Promote the establishment of greenbelts,.

" heritage cor11dors and other stewaldshlp
initiatives that would help preserve rivers,
and their adjoining corridors.

‘m Use environmental education programs o

communicate the history. of river use and
the urgency to restore . rwers to more
* natural conditions. .

m Establish workmg relatlonshlp with -

Pennsylvama Organization for Waterqhedq, K l

and local watershcd aswaatrom

m Contmue workmg with the Corps of

: Engmeers, private landowners, and

. municipalities to ensure regularly
-scheduled releases for special events,
‘fishing and recreatlon '

® Monitor use on rivers, deﬁlgnatxon of
- access and egress points may be necessary.
:.as use increases.

l Work with local groupe. and agenC1es to

' ,addre%% river access needs. .

oom Encourage ‘the. productlon of a gmde to

.tivers in the region.

W Initiate a strategy to 1mplement wate

'tra1ls in the regwn

Pursue: Rail’ Excursion Opportuuities -

Rail excursions are extremely imp’ortarif_ to . ‘
' the primary program goal of the SPHPC to o
" foster an understanding -of the national .
" significance of the:heritage of the region
, whrle encouragmg economlc development

L] Aggressrvely pur5ue the pre5ervatlon of

- the East Broad Top Railroad (individuals-

and orgamzatlom ‘are encouraged "to

contact their legislative delegation and the
* governor-immediately). Encourage the:
“continuance of excursions on this line..

m- Evaluate rail excursion opportunities for . -
possible support by the commission,

" including the FM&P line which. recently
became available in Fayette County.

n Imtlate an excursion on the Everett

* Railroad. Both' the Roarmgj Spring and
Hollidaysburg ends-of this 12-mile- Jong
line offer interpretive opportumtles This
line has -a short-line operator in place, and.

~the track is in excc-l}ent condition and
ideal for passenger operations at 30" mph.

-m-Tnitiate a partnership wifh-the Altoona 1 ' . "

_Railroader’s Memorial Museum to nse
: ~-ex1<3tm§j available equipment.

‘m Continue dlalogue with Amtrak to deter- .

mine feasibility of developing bicycle and
- return train shuttle loops in the region.

. ‘Encourage the accommodation of bxcyclesy

on baggage- equ1pped trains. Initiate
discussions to determine thé feaslblhty of
~interfacing rail shuttles with regional bus

B 4bhuttles Spomored by transit ~agency.

< A Contihue discussions w1th clas‘; 1 carriers .-

and excursion railroads to-keep the idea
~of excursion opportumtles on the table.

m Work to establish federal legislation to .

limit insurance liabilityffor class 1 carriers. -

‘m Closely monitor any indication of

“divestiture followed by immediate effortb » '
-to secure rail banking or‘pulchase.‘



Contmue Tra11 Plannmg and

Contmued plannmg and support in the

regton is-needed to ensure realization-of the ‘

" vision set forth.. Natlonw1de, the over-
- whelming focus of trail planning is at the
- county and local levels, suggestmg thelr
_ 1mportance ‘ coe

om Recogmze the 1mportance of the formal

~ establishment of greenways in the region. i

: '_i'-‘ Imtrate selected county and local plans
. (the next. step in the trail plannmg
‘ _process)

. Develop reg10nal trail logo -and srg,n

standards-to foster regional recognition” of

trails and heritage resources and’ their
“importance -to the overall System

. Ebtabllbh partnerships with herqu Prarktr' '

" managers and ‘the Department of -
Conservation and Natural Resources.

These are necessary to promote planmng .

and dévelopment of trail corridors and -
- greenways in herrta;je park areas.

« . . m Establish partnerships with motor17ed
g _ . recreation groups, and evaluate the need -

for motorrzed recreat1onal planmng in.the
a reglon '

N ] Estabhsh Pro]ect Cntena

““due to rail corridor fragméntation?

_ Does'tli'e_':projecthave nonprofit,
| community, intergovernmental, and
County Heritage Comntittee .support? ;

v lS the pro]ect relevant to the SPHPC’S .
" prlmary program goal?

o 'Does the 'pro]ect conserve 'signiﬁc‘ant 2
.nataral or c_ul,tural features? .

- Will the project. make a Significant and,
lasting contnbuuon to the region’s or the
communlty s econonuc development7

“Isrthere potenttal fo_r loss of a contlnu"ity :

" m Seek assmtance from county trail. : R

Recommendations and Strafegies o

Wil the project contribute to the overall

- “quality of life, such as needed recreation .

fac1l1t1es envxronmental awareness and
protectron7 B

* Are there e'xisting commitments for -
_funding? How important is the. .

~ commission’s funding to project success,

' mcludmg the potential to leverage '
additional fundc,?

Does the pro]ect have a recently ‘
completed comprehensive plan which

_includes discussion of operatton and
mamtenance concerns7

Is there a potentlal for lmkage of the’
- project to significant heéritage sites or

- resources, including those in state hentage ‘

’ park areas”

‘a Support the inclusion of trail projects in -

- local, regional, and state transportatton
plans ,

Estabhsh Hernge Trazls Update Process

E Developmg and adhermg to'a process by

_~which this plan can be intermittently

S updated is important to- the overall success
~ of the plan

E ] Actlons initiated under the Hcrztage Trzuls

Strengthemng a Re({zonal Conimutity must:
‘be consistent with the SPHPC prnnary
~ program goal

n Relay a bottoms-up trail 1mt1at10n proces%

~from the- grassroots level up through the - o
local, county, and metlopohtan plannmg Lo o
.orgamzatron levels. E C

B li‘Requtre cmzen busmess nonprofh,

“municipal, or county initiation of SPHPC
: supported tl‘allb pro]ects

. Use trails, initiative process establrshed

during the planning process (see “Trail
Project In1t1atton section and appendrx A).

represcntatlves for clanﬁcatron and county




~ PLANNING FRAMEWORK

herltage Commlttee appmval Rewsmm to’
this plan must rely on significant
‘individual county involvement.

. Reglonal organization or contractor revise

- the database on a two-year cycle in-
.advance of the Pennsylvania Department
- of Transportation revmons to transporta-
» Uon plans in the reglon

Estabhsh Nonproflt Management and -

e Fundralsmg Trammg Opportumtles

Assisting regional and local nonproﬁt
" organizations in establishing themselves,

organizing management, developing strategic

‘plans, and fundraisipg is important to
© successful implementation of C(mservatlon
- projects’in- the - rcglon

® Survéy local organizations as to status,

paid staff, budget, membershlp, orgamza—
tional needs,

® Initiate. partnershlps W1th eslabhshcd

nonprofit organizations,’ experienced
fundraisers, and: training organizations to
train leaders in conservation leadership
and nonprofit management

® Sponsor nonprofit management and
fundraising workshops

RELATED PROJECTS

Recently initiated projects in the-south-
western Pennsylvania region can provide a.
springboard for implementing a regional -
trails network. By providing. connections

“throughout the region, visitors will be able

to complement their experiences with

-on-the-ground interpretation and recreatlon

The Path of Progress Auto Tour Route,

- Pennsylvania Ti ransportation Policy Plan,
~State Heritage Parks, the Trails for. All

Americans and subsequent national initia-

" tives, proposed National Trails System Act

10

changes, and -activities of the SPHPC's
technical assistance center in ]ohnstown '
combine to create extraordinary oppot- .
tunities for. hentage linkages in the- reglon

Path of Progress Auto Tour Route

The Path of Progrebq central route-was

established in May 1994 and traverses each
county. Individual county routes are
currently being established to further link
historic, natural, cultural, scenic, and

‘recreational sites via this. heritage byway
“Establishment, protection, and promotion of

trails and trailheads along this corridor will-
greatly enhance the region’s ability to
provide -an outstandmg visitor experience,

Through the combination of visitor centers,

heritage sites, and the natural settings of

. traily, the visitor will more completely expe—

rience the region: This route will provide

linkages between md1v1dua1 trall m1t1at1ves




§ Pennsylvama Transportatron Pollcy Plan

As part of the Intermodal Surface
Transportation: Efficiency Act of 1991
requirements, the Pennsylvania Department

© of Transportation must- develop a

long-range, 20-year transportation pohcy
plan encompassing all modes of -

~transportation. A bicycle/pedestrian master - - .
. plan is being developed concurrently. Pubhc S
* involvement is encouraged at all stages of '

the Pennsylvania“ ‘Department of

»Transportatron planning process, a 1nult1year

program that includes a 12-year, 4-year, and

- annual transportation program. Trail project ..
" sponsors need to contact their district '
, department of transportation bike/ped -

coordinator and work w1th their = ‘
Metropolitan Planmng Organrzahon to-

_ensure their project is included, in the
- short-term plans and is ellgrble for funding,

» Regional_ He-ritage A'reas

" There is a natronal ‘movement to brmg

together new: coalitions and explore new
forms of apptopriate development ina:
regronal context defined- by a shared history.

: Legrslatron is pending for federal designation -

of a number of these areas, establishing a .
national framework for national heritage
areas. The linkage of sites is one of the

~ aspects-of the legislation. Heritage areas
~within or ad}ommg the: southwestern -

Pennsylvania region (a federally designated
heritage area) include the Allegheny Ridge

State Hetitage Park, the Lincoln Highway
‘Heritage Corridor, the National Road .
- Heritage Park, and- the’ Steel Industry
,}Herrtage Park '

o Nahonal Tralls System Act

. The Natronal Trails System ‘Act, orlgmally
~ ‘passed in 1965, provided the framework for

a national trails system, primarily on federal
land, to which state and local governments

-as well as ‘nonprofit organizations could

_connect with their trails. Five categories of

" Related Projects

~nationa]‘ trails haye been established — :
- national scenic trarls mational historic tra1ls,

national recreation trails, side or connecting
trails; and- metropolitan trails. The intent was

N . not only to create a h1erar_chy of trails and to n
~.provide the framework for state and” -~ .,
eventually local trails, but also to authorize .

and empower the federal government to -

provide technical and financial assistance to -
the states. and nonproﬁt organizations. Toa .
large extent the Act has been successful in

- ‘initiating a national framework for trails.

However, over 25 years have passed, and’

“there have only been minor ‘changes to the
" legislation. Proposed changes include the :

followmg

The proposal to eliminate the unused side
or connector trail category and to replace
it with a new category of trail deslgnanon

‘{the new category of trails would bridge -

“the gap between the nationial scenic and -
historic trails and the local-oriented

" mational recreation and metropolitan trails).

" Naming several ne.w‘nationalv trail corridor
proposals for.study b‘y, the Park Service, '

‘ Makmg prov1srons for greater ass1stance in v. .
' trall estabhshment and management

The propOsed new category of natlonal tra1ls
would provide much needed. technical
assistance and limited financial assistance to

“the intermediate-sized regional. trail. Many

trail initiatives- in' the southwestern

. Pennsylvania region would fall into this’

category. Information on ‘the national trail

- system can be obtairied. from. the

.- Mid-Atlantic Regronal Ofﬁce of the Natlonal
- Park ‘Service. '

-Within the region, there are several natlonal .

recreation trails (see appendix H). These are

o desrgnated by the secretaries of interior or -

1

’ agrlculture Their purpose is to provide a.

variety of recreation in or reasonably
accessible to urban areas. The Potomac
Heritage National Scenic Trail also touches

‘the region and includes portions of the

Allegheny Highlands and Youghrogheny

- River Trails. National scenic trails ‘are located-

to provide for maximum outdoor recreation
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potcntlal and for the conservatlon and
" enjoyment of the nanonally significant

scenic, historic; natural or -cultural quahties
of the areas thmugh whlch such tralls may

‘ deb

| Vis_ion for Trails in the 215t 'Centnry-‘. o

. The Rads to- Tlalls Consmvancy is -
‘ spcarheadmg an initiative to prescrlbe what

role trails will play in the 21st ‘centiiry. Thls__
initiative builds on the fOUI‘ld’illOﬂ of the.

Trails for All Americans 1nlt1at1vc of 1990. A
* preliminary outline of the initiative was -

presented at the National Trail Symposium, -

. in Anchorage, Alaska;, in October of 1994.
~ Trails in the 21st century will

be located, designed, and managed as
~ accessible and appealing to serve all
 Americans regardless of age, physlcal

ability, cultural background economic

sltuatlon or gcographlc lyocatlon

- develop apace with other 1n[raetructure -
© systems to mceet the changmg needs 0( a -
’ changmg nat1on

_ provide’divefsé experiénces while
__respecting both the natural and man—,
“made env1r0nmentq :

prov1de numerous benefits, mcludmg,
recreation and transportation -oppor-
- tunities while conserving natural and »
: cultural resources.

be built throu;,h creative partners}ups,
vrelym& heavily on citizen initiation, while
" combining the resources of nonprofit
organizations, public agencies, founda-
tions, and pnvate corp01at10ns

SPHPC Technical 'A'ssi'stan_ce Center

At the center, partners share office space.

~ The Folklife Division works to give voice to
“the diverse communities, by documenting .

their cultural history and administering the,

* Cultural and Curatorial Grant Program..

Preservation Pennsylvanla administers the -

© SPHPC's Historic Bulldlng Grant and Loan

Program, and assists in community visioning
plans. The Pennsylvania Historical and - Y

- Museum Commission assists ‘with national

" register applications A Trails Grant and

 be w1th1n easy and safe reach of evory

~form.a complete, grid criss-crossing the
" nation, 1ntcrconnect1ng at all levels, -
formmg a new mfrastructulal netwmk

be chgu'acterized by meaningtul
“connections, whereby all Américans will
have access to parks, places of :
employment and nelghbonng communltles

12+

Loan Program was recently established by

 the SPHPC. The environmental tearn of the
. I’Cnneylvanla Mountain Service Corps, a -
-program of the national Americorps -

initiative, is based at the ‘center, working on’
trail development and water quality projects
thr oughout the reglon '



_ HERITAGE LINKAGES

REGVIO'NAL"LINKAGES'

Hentage Tra1ls System

3 The trall system. descrlbed in thlb report is

B made up of land-based tralls, ‘water-based .

~ trails, and rail excursions. Heritage tourism -
 opportunities will'include’ multlmodal
'vacahon packages involving a tour ‘of two or .

more of these linear corridors, .along with -
assoc1ated visitor-ready’ sites, and use. of

" locally‘'owned and operated facilities. A bnef

explanation of the basic “categories of -

" heritage trails systems is included here More

" detailed information of each type ‘of trail is -

included in the Implementatlon Guideliries -

- chapter. The listing of existing and proposed '
1n1t1at1ves can be. found in append1x B.- :

| 'Land-Based Trails - .
‘w Multiple“use, nonmotonzed Oppor-

-tunities -(rail trails, greenways, tralls
'parallel to roadways).’ -

.- vSlngle use. opportunlhes (hlkmg,

“mountain biking, cross- Country Sklin;.,
‘equestnan)

iWater-Based Tralls A
- - m Canoe, kayak, and- small boat

opportunmes

u Wh1tewater raftmg opportunmes

Rall Excurswns

- Combmahon of rail passenger

_excursions: and trail systems to create a. o
loop or shuittle. system

) Creatlon of a.variety of weekend or -

Vacatlon routes for recreatlon and
tourmg



HERITAGE LINKAGES

Through the development of lmkages

.between heritdge resource sites throughout

the region, heritage tourism and economic

~+ development will take place. Heritage

resources include natural, scenic, cultural, -
historic, and industrial sites that are impor- .

“tant to communities and the region. Herltage

tourism involves the sharing of a region’s

_heritage with visitors through interpretation,

events, and vacation or day packages,
ofténtimes with a the utilization of a guide:

- The development of linkages w111 unité and’

strengthen the region. Furthermore, it will

‘help the commission achieve its primary
‘program goal to- foster an understanding of

the national significance of the- heritage of
the region while encouraging economic .
development. The region containg many

heritage resources, each prov1d1ng a gjhmpse_ :
into an. ealher time. :

The 1denhf1cat10n of the’ combmatlon of the
land-based trails, water-based lrails, and rail-
éxcursions on a regional scale is unprece- -

dented. Interpretive opportunities along the
identified heritage linkages will complement

~opportunities offered at visitor contact sites.

The diversity of landscape settings, the

- variety of trail types, and the variety of - ,
storics that can be told combine for a umque
‘presentatlon of The Allegheny Experi ience.

thworkmg with those of similar mterests in .
“the trails and business commumty, such- as -

bed-and-breakfasts or concessionaires of
equipment or food, will unite the trails
Lommumty towards greater economic

“development and opportunity. Also, indivi-

dual trail projects will benefit as a result of

increased visitation spurred on by the state - ‘
' »herrtabe parks and other regronal attractlons

The planmng process f01 Herztage Trails has

identified over 100 trail inifiatives that could
total over'1,000 miles of trails. This:is an"
enofmous vision that, if compared to other

nationally significant trails systems, will take
" many-years to implement. The Appalachran

Trail is still going through changes even

“after 75 years. And both Boston’s Emerald
. Necklace and San Fraricisco’s Bay Area Ridge
- Trail have been in the planning stag,es for

14 -

* nearly 75 years. and only recently have seen

significant progress. These examples indicaté
the diligence ‘and perséverance required to

- implement a plan of this extent.

‘Lérge-Scei‘le System Benefits. Packuging of

trail systems together provide the follong
potential mutual benefits:

, 'Varroub settmbs exist in the region: urban
. suburban, rural, remote — therefore, a
system will reflect a variety of settings. .

Longer, interconnected routes are more
© attractive and will extend ‘the visitor stay
- and improve the v1s1tor exparlence

‘Networkmg will help. avoid duphcatlon of
efforts, improve individual project '
.leverage and bargaining power, and- assist
-in coordinating acquisition efforts while -
enh‘ancing funding opportuhit-ies. .

Commumty will be revitalized and the
' econdmy will improve. -

Region‘ will bec‘ome moré_’aware of
environmental and heritage issues, . ..

There will be an awareness that v
~subsystems may be established and that -
independent or isolated projects might
eventually contribute significantly to the
overall regional network when hnkag)es
can be estabhshed

Economies of scale could be realized by
establishing sy.s‘t'elmwide trail standards.

Large-Sc'alé System Constraints. De\}elop-

~ment of ‘a system of trails in the - region must
- also reahze the followmg constramt@

Need for criteria to prioriti7e those
projects that require immediate funding .
for acquisition and development

- Dlstance across the region and remoteness

of some parts of the region.

‘Long tune requrred to spread out fundmg
demands ‘




Time for reahzatlon of a comprehensrve
network (probably 10-20 years) :

' ‘Dollars needed to 1mp1ement a reg10n- S

- wide system (probably several million
dollars) L ‘

Aban'doned rail corridors, the Path of
‘Progress Auto Tour Route, and rail =
.excursion opportunities are fixed facilities,
- requiring that connectlons be made to "
“them. :

The need to balance herrtage tourism,

economic development opportunities, and

conservation initiatives {some regions of

the country are experiencing res1stance to

too much tra11 actrvrty)

State Hentage Area Llnkages

Tt is env1s1oned that the current herltage o

park initiatives inthe region could . -

‘complement the regional network. Due to - -
the abundance of heritage resources in their
_corridors, as well as the oppertunity for -
~funding; it is apparent that the following

heritage parks possess the. ‘opportunity to.

link significant hentage resources in the near.
- future. . : ’

N 'Allegheny Ridge State Heritage Park-._fThe |

Allegheny Ridge State Heritage Park, a .
50-mile corridor in Blair, Cambria, and :
Somerset Counties, commemorate$ the -
significant-stories associated with the .

‘Allegheny Ridge region, “specifically those ,
‘related ‘to the geography of the region and .

its impact.on settlement, development, and
transportation: ‘The park is planned to

“operate on a thematic constellations concept,

whereby, separate facilities would interpret -

the ridge and its people. These themes are: .

- The Canal Era, Conquering the Ridge, Along
"the Mainline, Steel City, and The Kingdom . -
- of Coal. This ambitious project has extra-

ordinary- linkage potential via trails in"the
corridor between erhamsburg and
Johnstown. Recently completed visitor
centers at Allegheny Portage Railroad

National Historic Site and ]ohnstown Flood -

 Regional- Linkages

.- National Memonal are w1thm the park :

corrrdor and new visitor -facilities. for the

-~ ‘Heritage Park funded by the Pennsylvania
" Heritage Parks Program and state

Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program :
are currently being planned. The

Combination of these. visitor facrhtres, with -

the opportunity to link these sites with -

: .hentage trails, will greatly enhance the -

: v1s1tor expenence in th1s corr1dor

a "meo'ln ’Highway Heritage Corridor.xThe A_
~ Lincoln Highway Heritage Corridor traces

the history. of the nation’s first coast-to- coast
highway. The corridor crosses Franklm
Fulton, Bedford, Somerset, and - :
Westmoreland Counties following Route 30.
The Path of Progress Auto Tour Route uses .
this historic roadway in the eastern portion -
of the region. This corridor was designated-a
state heritage park in April of 1995. '

* Establishment of this-corridor will provide a -

continuous route-across the southern portion -

“of the region, while provrdmg many

- potential interconnections for visitors to the

region. Both land: “based and water-based
trails intersect or parallel this corridor.
Automobile touring routes are well

- documented to be economic boons to rural- -

regjons, and links to trail corridors will

- enhance those economic development

opportumtles

' Natlonal Road Herltage Park The Natronal
" Road, crossing the southwest corner of the

region, is-a state heritage park whose pur- .
pose is to preserve the nation‘s first rederally

' funded highway. Originally env1sroned as a

road from Cumberland, Maryland, to the

- Mississippi River, this road, now U.S. Route

40, crosses Somerset, Fayette, and .
Washington Counties. The Path of Progress B
Auto Tour Route follows this route, with -

_extensions to recreationi sites, mcludmg the
' Youghlogheny River Trarl

~ Steel Industry Herltage Park. Bemg p]anned .

15 ‘-

for inclusion in the State Heritage Park
Program this s1x—county initiative is in the .

. Monongahela, Allegheny, and Ohip River

Valleys and includes portions of Fayette and
Westmoreland Counnes Tts purpose isto
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. preserve ‘and 1nterpret the rlse and fall of
the steel and related industries in the greater.'

Pittsburgh and Southwestern Pennsylvania

~area. Trail development is.already occurring .

in the corridor as part of this project to link
the Youghrobheny River Trail wrth ‘

) Pltt%bu rgh

V Land-Bas‘ed Trail' In'itiavtives_'-» ‘

Trarl 1n1t1at1ve:. deve]oped for the reg10n

" exhibit a cross section of environments, ‘
" types, potential uses, as well as the ability to

link heritage. sites. Building on the existing
trail system of hiking trails on public lands, -

* realizing the vision for the trail network will

afford opportunities for .all trail users.

* County trail representatives and participants. -

to'the Visioning Workshops identified and

: refrned these initiatives. Some trail initiatives

are existing and open for use, some are’.

" under development, some. are just proposals. -

Some trails are in public lands, such as state
forests, parks, and gaime lands or county

- parks. Other trails have been developed - ,
_through the 1ntercst and advocacy of citizen .

Vgroups
: Water—BaS_ed Initi_atives o

While the streamis and rivers of south- ‘
. western Pennsylvania have played a critical

part in the history of the area, their role has

- always been dommated by the geology "md
-, climate of the region. The Allegheny

Mountams are the dominant force'in -
determining where rivers flow. More-
importantly, to a large degree, they

~ determine_the navigability: of the rivers. This
‘was, critical during the premdustnal era -

" when river traffic was the main means of

g transportmg heavy goods from raw material

to manufacturcr to market. Because of the N
steepness of the terrain and the relatively
small size of the watersheds, the area does -
not have the large, navigable year-round:
rivers that dominate east.and west of the -

.. region..Instead, ‘there are a few rivers- such
as the Youghw;)heny, the ]umata and the

. Conemaugh-and many mere $mall, seasonal
streams and creeks. In years past, they

provided a'source of power and water and -
shaped the area because of flooding and
travel restricion. Now they provide s
recreational opportunmes for those who seek -
them :

»The ma]orlty of the Creeks and streams in

" the Allegheny Regron flow for only a portion

of the year. Some stream-related activities,

especially fishing, are available regionwide-
‘alt year. The best months for whitewater

B Xboahng are from November when the rains

typically return to the region, until May or
June, when the ma]orlty of the streams. lose

.- most of their water-and become unnavi-

* gable. After June, most of the streams can be
~run only after a heavy rainfall. While the .-
geology of the region makes for some
'out%tandmg whitewater boatmg, it limits

paddling to those with the skill and -the
equipment to attempt the rivers. Fortunately,
there are several paddling clubs in the area

. that are willing to teach and assist new

whitewater paddlers in gaining those skills.
In ‘ad'd,ition to whitewater boating, there are -
“many slackwater opportunities, as well as

“lakes wher'e'.fishing and solitude are available.

Rail Excursion Initiatives

The post industrial era. has left a mixed

- legacy of probleme and new: opportunities

across Western Pennsylvamia. One such -

* opportunity lies in. the large inventory of

16:

abandoned and underutilized railroad lines. -

" Mainline railroad construction proceeded

westward across. the commonwealth during

‘the mid-19th century.-The. principal

mainlines were built by the Pennsylvania :
Ra1lroad ‘the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, and |

Western Maryland Railroad. Feeding, thesé
mainlines were hundreds of miles of branch
lines. Most of the branches were constructed
in the last 30 years of the 19th century. Most

“of these branch lines were built to serve as-
. inexpensive and efficient transportatlon for -
‘many- developing industries. Most notable

and comprising the largest portion of these
branchlines were those built to service-the
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b1tummous coalﬁelds Coke, lumber, hme-
stone, clay, bricks, and glass were also = -

“handled by the branch lines. Until 1930 most
- of these lines also prov1ded local passenger
- transportatzon

The most common fallacy charactenzrng
those: considering promotion of railroad -

'excurs1ons is the belief that railroads o
welcome such business. The reality for the
- fareseeable future is anything but that. Class ,

1 railroads have once again become very -

- profitable in the 1990s. Conrail, for instance,
reports an increase of 10% in freight car.

loadings in 1994 over 1993: With the rail-
road’s drastic reduction of their physical

~ plants from 1940 onward, railroads are now
- faced with operating more traffic over
" “increasingly congested lines. Combine this
- with a trend toward a more litigious society,
.and class 1 railroads resist the disruption of

their freight business and the risk of

. exposure brought about by excursion

operanons

In 1994 only two of the natioti’s class 1 rall- ,

roads, Norfolk Southern and Union Pac1f1c -

i sponsored excursions. The remaining class 1
- operations generally discourage excursions..
- The two class 1 railroads operating in the

region have strict policies regarding liability.
Conrail will entertain excursion proposals
from responsxble operators who can provide
liability insurance in the amount.of $1
billion. CSX Transportation will entertain -

_“excursion proposals-if the operator can
~provide $200 million in liability insurance

- coverage. To reinforce -the dramatic. and”
-volatile nature of excursions on class' 1 o
railroads, in 1987 Conrail ‘required $4 million -

in liability insurance coverage. Clearly what

. is needed is federal’ legislation to cap the
‘ _rallroads exposure to risk. Short-line railroad

operators, with ' much’ less exposure; will
generally be more receptive to excursions -

operations and will require between $1- and

$5 million in liability insurance coverage.

These railroads are not typically plagued
“with traffic congestion, most are, in fact, -
operatlng at marginal profitability. Thus,

some short lines. — operating many of the

" lines divested by the class 1 carriers in the

‘ Regiondl.Linkage‘s

-70s and 805 — actually see passenger
_excursions as a source: of revenue.

.In October 1993 the Altoona Rallroader s
Memonal Museum contracted the firm of
Northwest Engmeenng of Tidioute,

Pennsylvania, to investigate rail passenger

- excursions across the Allegheny Ridge. By -

~ April 1994 a-draft Teport had been compiled.

Direct meetmt,s have been held with Conrail |

to explore excursions on-Corrail lines. ’
. Conrail reports it carried nearly 96 million

gross tons of freight across the Western -
Pennsylvania Mainline in 1993. This’ equates

© to approximately 50 freights per day and

makes this line the second highest traffic
mainline ‘in the country Thus, traffic
congestion is a real concern, '~

Conrail’s' insurance requlrements are -

. constant and apply to both main and branch

lines operated by Conrail. Conrail would
also require the same liability insurance
coverage. ($1 billion) for shared use of any

tnght—of—way The museum is presently

exploring the enhancement of the current . .

" Amtrak service whlch operates on the-

Conrail mainline — in particular. the serv1ce
prov1ded as trains 42 and 43, the -

- Pennsylvanian. This service enhancement
~ might include the purchase of additional

“high vmblllty coaches for dedicatéd
heritage excursion. use between Pittsburgh.

| -and Phlladelphla This would require a -
" substantial capital investment of up to $2

. million each for the cars and high Operatmg

a costs of between $2 and $4 per. mile.

B Currently the National Park Serv1ce prov1dcs

onboardvmterpretatlon of the hlstory of the .
Allegheny Ridge on Amtrak train 42 and 43

~on selected dates. Over some 65 days: of

operation ‘in 1993, approx1mately 19,000

visitors tode this trip. Combining actual

ridership with the several thousand inquiries

" concerning rail excursions fielded annually

by the Altoona Railroader’s Memorial

 Museum indicates public interest is high. As "

part of a plan to .develop heritage tourism,

- rail excursions have strong potential. Also

under consideration is the addition. of

" another-cross- state Amtrak train — one that

19
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- would prov1de mcreased opportumtles for -
day trips by ra11

Tt is i'mpOrtant lo note, however, that nego-_

tiating with- Amtrak for enhanced and/or
additional service will likely be met with .
"resistance. Amtrak began operations in 1971,
and at that time negotiated a 25-year

: agreement with the host carriers, which

expires in 1996. N_atronwrde freight railroads “

- are seeing traffic volume increases on many
of the same main lines that host Amtrak
service, and: are also subject to increased risk
exposure from actident claims as a result of
passenger service. The nationwide interest in
high-speed rail corridors also alarms. many -
- freight railroads, as it most likely involves .
further control of their property for -
~ providing marginally profitable services and
. additional legal exposure. It is therefore
“ likely that any future negotiated Amtrak
-agreement will have more protection from .
11ab1hty claims to the host railroads, and a
“difficult fight for Amtrak’s current ability to
fully control train density and service.
schedules. This would .be a difficult nego-
trahon that would llkely affect the reglon

LIt should be noted that Pennsylvania has
-, more operating railroad excursions than any”
-other state. These, operatlons occur prmc1— T

pally on lines prrvately owned by the

excursion operator — thus the liability

. insurance issue is somewhat controllable
“The East Broad Top Railroad (EBT).in

" Huntingdon County is the only existing

excursion entirely within the region: The. -

EBT exemplifies the only steam-era narrow.

o . gauge railroad east of the Rocky Mountains.

The Nittany & Bald Eagle (N&BE) operates
an excursion fromy Tyrone in Blair County to
" Bellefonte in Centre‘_County.A successful
dinner train excursion complements tradi-
tional rail excursions on the N&BE. Both of
“these excursions.offer tremendous oppor-

tunity to complement any: excumon plan for"

the reglon

»«Successful rail excursrons W111 co11515t of the
followmg

‘ Co-r_mect heritage sites or nodes

Connect to other modes of transportatxon,_
,mcludmg t1 arls

Traverse a scenic corridor

, .Offer'_steam or. historic vdie‘seil_ ]ocomotive :

- Maintain time vo-nboar»d at less than 1 hour ™

: erep trav_el speed at about 30 mph :

'bProvrde seamlcss mterpretatlon at nodes
especially in parks

Use historic equipment

) tram

Accommodate bxcycles canoes, and kayaks ~
(other excursions in Pennsylvama already e

accommodate recreatron equxpment)

| ,R‘EG‘?IONAL‘ ,SP;I-NE‘ ~CORRVI:DO‘RSV s

,Crxhcal to the success of a regronal trails

network is ‘the establishment of regional and.
- county spine- ‘corridors. Abandoned rail -
--corridors, stream corridors, tran‘;portatron
' corrrdors, and mountain trails are the .

primary components of regional systems, In "

- southwestern Pennsylvania, the established .
_ hentage parks are an additional opportumty
to establish spine corridors. Abandoned Tail:

corridors ‘ate very popular and should be
pursued in'the region for the preservation of
their linear integrity through rail banking

and corresponding interim trails use. Stream .~
-corridors are pursued due to the many

desirable factors related te: trail developmeht

,Upgradmg stream’ cotridors to greenway-

~ status has additional bénefits by prov1dmg

" natural buffers while improving water

- quality and providing wildlife habitat.

20

Alternative transportation opportumtres are

commonly plovxded along major -
. transportatron corridors. Mountain trail-

corridors prov1de linkages in remote settings,

g‘offermg a slow paced experlence

, Provide quahty mterpretatron onboard the




Spine corndors ¢riss-cross countres and o
regions. Ornie goal-of spine systems is: to link -
“population, -economic, and business centers.
“to public lands via linear public access’ corri-
-dors. The establishment of regional spine

corridors, county spines, and subsequent -

. establishment of local networks will
. 'eventually lead to the realization of a =
- .comprehensive system. The tegional system .
- will encourage counties and communities- to
“network towards physrcal links on the -
~ground, while also encouraging coordination
and cooperatron on al} aspects of trails deve-

lopment. With the establishment of regional

~and county. spines; the stage will be set for
r"'trarls activities for the foreseeable future

Abandoned Ra11 Corrrdors

'The abundance of abandoned rail corndors
“in this’ region; estimated at aver 700 miles,

.especially ‘in Fayette, Westmoreland Indrana, ‘
‘Somerset, and Cambria Counties, provide -

the setting for an outstanding trail inter-

pretive experience for visitors. Stories told at | v'
heritage sites can also be told out on a trail

in' nuraerous- places. Because of- their Jevel
gradient, these corridors are accessible to all

_ages and abilities, and are especially success-"

~ful in.providing economic development
‘opportunities along 1 their routes. These )

.- . routes arekey to’ the regronal spine system.
. Specrﬁc examples include the Allegheny

Highlands Trail, the Yough-River Trail; the

'Lower Tra11 and the Ghost Town Trall

| Stream and '.Canal _Corridors

: Stream corrrdors are also important to the:

regional spine - network primarily because

the stream corridors historically played a
. ~very important role in the settlement and
---development of the region. Streams also

have the attraction’of other potential

- recreational uses such as boating, fishing,
and greenways. Canal corridors and their

: Régionol Spine Corridvors'.

heritage also come into play here as poten- ‘
tial trail linkages, especially the Pennsylvanra '

Mainline Canal. The potential exists to
upgrade several trail initiatives in the tegion
to greenway status. The Conemaugh River,

+ from Johnstown to Saltsburg, ‘the proposed

path of the flood, from Sidman to -
Johnstown along the Little Conemaugh’ .

River, and the Lower Trail, from _
erhamsburg to- Alexandria are -all candrdates ‘
for greenway status, each having trarl

.pro]e‘ctson one side of the _corrldor‘ E

‘ '.Conrail/Arntrak- Corridor_s

~The ra11 system of southwestern “

Pennsylvanla developed over-a pevnod of

' .over. 100 years, served nearly every:sizeable

community the region."The divestiture of the" ‘

" railroads has pruned the system back’ to the -
~ highly profitable mainline c_orrrdors ‘with”
© some locales now ‘inaccessiblée by tail. The .
~ major rail corridor (Conrail) across, the region

is. east-west, orlgmatmg -An Prttsburgh ‘with.’

‘the northern line crossing the region to

Harrisburg, and the southern line crossing to

* *Cumberland; Maryland, and Washington, -
- D.C.-Amtrak utilizes these same corridors.
- These corridors possess: 51gn1ﬁcant potential -

to providé a-multimodal interpretive. oppor-

‘tunrty, while establishing a destination for:.
: cOunty spme corrldors and local tralls

Wrth the’ resurgence ‘of- passenger “rail travel
hentage tourism, and multrmodal transpor-
tation: opportunities (i.e., mass transit which -

“accommodates blcycles) identifying this

. o
corridor as a regional spine will provide , SR
maximuin exposure -and benefit for the - ' ‘

‘eventual -regional trail- system. Partnerships -

and agreements with. Amtrak: to employ

'therr services for mterpretlve tours, as is

done from Altoona to Johnstown, hold much

opportunity for heritage tourism, especially ..
~ with trail lirikages at the end of the line. , -
- These. tours can be promoted as shuttles for B

hikers,, bicyclists, canoeists, and kayakers. s
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, Mountain ,Spine '-.Corridov‘_rs- '

There are several opportunmes for long’

“distance’ hlklng corridors to-form part of the

regional spine system, The region is made

~up of four major north-south mountain
: ndges all of which have trail potentlal

"~ On the western half of the regxon formmg
- the boundary between Fayeétte, ‘

Westmoreland, Somerset, and Cambria

‘Counties is the Laurel Ridge. The Laurel ‘
Highlands Trail is-an established h1k1ng and

cross-country skiing corridor that enjoys
heavy use, while it also offers linkages to
many existing trails ‘on both state game
Jands and state forest lands. In the central
counties of Cambria and Blair, the proposal

of the Appalachlan Mountain Club to
. ¢stablish both the Lost Mountain Trail and

Allegheny Mountain Trail along the

. Allegheny Front would link Blue Kriob,
. Prince Gallitzin, and Black Moshannon State

Parks. One eastern ridge between Blair,

. Huntingdon, and into Bedford Counties -
- could be linked by an extension of. the

Mid-State Trail. The easternmost spine across

_Fulton and Huntlngdon Counties consists of -
- the linkage formed by the. Tuscarora and -
- Link Trails.

I'NfE-RS.TATE'f NETWORK

* Trail initiatives in the region have the-

opportunity to be ‘part of a regional,

interstate, and national system. All across the

nation, citizen consntuenc:les, nonproflt

© organizations, and_various government .

agencies are forming partnershlps to

- establish and protect trail corridors. The

potential network for the region includes

: tra11 initiatives in Pennsylvania, West

Virginia, and western Maryland, offering the

~possibility to connect to initiatives in. Ohio
-and Washlngton D.C. These trails and
_excursion opportunmes are all w1th1n a

half- day dnve of the reglon

. Interstate Networlk

- West Virginia- k

Land-ba'sedinﬁi’atwesincludé tne Cheat - .
River Trail, Deckers Creek Trail, - ’

.’ Monongahela River Trail, Kingwood Trall
‘Whiskey Run Trail, Washmg,ton County Rail
+ Trail;, Wheeling: Creek Corridor, Marion

County Rail Trail, Harrison County Hike and
Bike Trail, North Bend Rail Trail, Allegheny -

Trail, America’s Dlscovery Trail (ADT), and

PittsburOb

" numerous trails at Coopers Rock State
Forest: Water trails include the Monongahela
~ River, Cheat Lake, Cheat River and- its forks,"
~ Tygart River, and branches of the Potomac.
~Excursion trains include Cass Scenic Rail-
" road, West erglnla Northern in Kingwood,

and the Potomac Eagle along the South

. Branch Valley Railroad.”

& Western PennSylvania

Land- based 1n1t1at1ves 1nclude the Montour

" Trail, National Pike Trail, Three: Rlvers

~ Heritage Trail, ‘Steel Heritage Trail; Harmony .
- Trail, Freeport Community Trail, Armstrong

Trail, Allegheny Valley Rail Trail System,

. Stavich Bicycle Trail, Trail of Transportation,

- Neshannock Creek Trail, Great Shamokin

Path, Samuel Justus Trail, Oil Creek Trail,
Roanng Run Watershed Trail, and the Baker

- Trail. Water trails mclude the Kiskimenitas
*River, Allegheny River, Chio River, Clanon
-River, and Crooked Creek Lake. The scenic -
‘excursion, the Oil Creek & Titusville - -

Rallroad allows canoe and blcycle shuttles. -

, ACentral'an'd EaStem Pennsylvania’

, _Land trails 1nc1ude the York County Rail

‘Trail, Pine Creek Trail, Penns Creek Trail,.
" Clarion ~ Toby Creek Rail Trail, East -

23

‘Bickford Rail Trail, Grampian Eine Rail Trail,

Houtzdale. Line Rajl Trail,. leson Run Trail.

- (Thomastown to ‘Mahaffey to McGees Mills),

* Snowshoe Rail Trail, Lost Mountain Trail,

- and the Appalachian Trail. Water-based tralls
“include the West Branch of the SusquehannaA
“Canoe Trail.’ Rail excursions include the
Bellefonte Historical Railroad, the Nittany - *
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and Bald Eagle Raxlroad the Strasburg

Railroad in neighboring Lancaster County, -

and the Knox and Kar\c Scemc Railroad:

Marylan.d o

Land trails include the Allegh_ehy‘ Highlands

Trail, C&(Q Canal Towpath (Cumberland,

Maryland to Georgetown), Potomac Heritage
© Trail (Seward, Pennsylvania to Washington

DO), Western Maryland Rail Trail, Potomac -

~River Greenway, Rocky Gap Greenway

(extends into Fulton County, Pennsylvama)
Green Ridge: Greenway (links C & O Canal
and Buchanan State Forest in. Pennsylvama) '

and the Appalachlan Trail, Southwestern

Pennsylvania and the Pittsburgh area would -

be able to link to the ADT via the C&O o

Car\al Towpufh Trail, the Youghlogheny
' River Trail and the Allegheny. Highlands -
- Trail. Water-based trails include the Yough

. River and Deep Creek Lake. A rail excursion.

: opportumty is the Western Maryland Scenic . '

. Rallroad

_ Washington, D.C.

‘Linkages to the nation’s capital with its
"~ abundance of landmarks, monuments, and
‘museums are possible via both Amtrak’ and
“the C&O Canal to the Montgomery County -
- Metro Branch, George Washington Parkway, .
- and the Capital Crescent Trail. The water-
© based connection:is the Potemac River.

SPHPC Reglon
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_ STRENGTHENING. A REGIONAL COMMUNITY

MARKETING AND TRAILS
PROMOTION '

" A trails network weaving, through the fabric -

of, the Allegjheny Region will link special .
place@ and sites along abandoned rail

- corridors and scenic water courses, adding
-significantly to the understandmg of the

Allegheny: Experience by those who travel that

-network: The key to successful trails promo-

tion-is not in creating market demand. The

’Dopularltv of trail recreation growq daily. |
.-The key is in-presenting the region’s trail

resources as a unit, so potentlal visitors..
understand the recreational opportunity. the

_region offers and the ability to provide users
‘with functional tr1p planmng materials.

Marketing the region’s trails and. informal

© trail$ promotion aré required to ensure’ the
‘desired heritage toutism and economic
- development take place

‘regional and site- specrﬁc features and -
" themes ‘of southwestern Pennsylvanla.

: Marketmg

A regronal trarls brochure and toll free,

' centralized fulfillment System to deliver

these materials are the first steps in _

communicating with the customers. From

the initial contact, potential visitors will

choose from a menu of options and receive’
a second-level response from the trail of

Athelr choice. Coordination of trail pubhca—

tions, their content design, and. dlstrlbutlon :
are important’ components of a successful |

‘marketing effort. These marketing materials

will complement other materials, produced -

: 'by the SPHPC. With one contact point and

properly designed brochures, a potential

visitor to the region. will.be proVrded
" materials that lead to a field experience

where they will understand both the




STRENGTHENING ‘A REGIONAL COMMUNITY.

- Information about trails must also be. -
supplied to information providers — those
who produce guidebooks, signs, and media
reports. Retail establishments that service

trail users must be. linked to these informa--

" tion sources. Users need to know what

services are available on the route, where

those services are located, and how far they
must travel from the route to reach those

) servtces :

.Marketlng of the trails network will be one

- component of the SPHPC’s overall _
' marketing plan. The trails ma.rketlng
strategy, coordinated by the SPHPC, will
offer regional trails information to visitors: as
~part of .a vacation options package. It will

introduce users to a menu of trails and allow C

“them to target their chorce ‘based on travel
plans.

In addition to the 5landard strategy that
;oftcrs trails as a vacation option, the SPHPC
and its partners will target special interest.
groups. as a means of creating-demand. This
‘can be as simple as forming walking/ -

“bicycling clubs or as innovative as packaglng

- and selling . mult1modal or cyclmg tour
. packages. . - '

- Efforts to promote trails' should be. targeted

to the market known to VlSlt tralls Ideas for'

~_interesting articles about the region’s trails

should be Gugbested 0 national and regional

“cycling, fitness, recreation, and travel

- magazines.” Guidebooks will be published,
through partnerships with private. business, .
to provide detailed information about the
trails, the- trail network; and the facilities
available. Inside the region, signs must be
placed where they can inform travelers
‘without imposing on the view. Word of
“mouth will also help carry the trails message
-to people especrally within the 1cg10n

Tralls orgamzatlons should 1nvest1gate other
“opportunities to draw people to trails. These
- could 1nclude scheduled events, volunteer
~ vacations, or joining in partncretnps with
- groups such as the Bicycle Action Project.
Partnerships should be developed with
nationally or 1ntc1natlonally recognved

‘groups such as’ The Adventure Cyclrng

Assoc1at10n Backroad% ‘the Amerrcan
Automobile Association, or private

~corporations.involved in cycling, hiking,

recreation clothing, or other products
targeted to the trails market

_Trails Promo,tion

" Informal trarls promotlon will strengthen the N

overall trails program in the region. Indivi-
dual trails organizations will publish specific

- brochures and newsletters; develop educa-
tional programs; seck media coverage

through press releases, pubhc service
announcements, and newspaper and

~ magazine articles; publish posters, calendars

and restaurant placements; and develop a
speakers bureau. All these activities have

‘proven successful for. other trails organlza-
~ tions:’

~ Trail facﬂrtres will provide the setting for

first-hand understanding of The Allegheny.
Experience through interpretive efforts. From |

-a lesson on mineral resources of the region,

to the use of coal and coke in the -

~ steel-making industry, to the role of tailroads

in the transportation history of our country,
trail facilities offer an outstanding
opportunity to enhance the -visitor’s
understanding of the region’s role in the-

. transform ation. of Arncrlca

‘ ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

OPPORTUNITIES

'Fralls can be an important part of an
economic development strategy that targets

tourism;, but the benefits are difficult to

'measure. Trail users will take advantabe of
- services offercd by the private sector, -

" provided the services are available,
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: Ec'ono'mic" Behefits '

A C,’cudy by I’ennsylvama State Umver51ty

determined that each trail visitor accounted S
. for expendltures of $31.79 per day, with - - -
'$10.52 in-direct sales and $21.27 in secondary

sales. Expendltures could be much higher if

" concerted efforts were made to motivate: traﬂ

users to take advantage of restaurants,
stores, .and bed-and-breakfast inns, rathér

" than bringing their own food and beverages
‘and leaving the area after using the trail.
“The trails community needs to_get informa- -

tion about the establishments to the people
planning guidebooks, brochures, signs,-and -
the promotions to inform trail users before

' and durmg their visit.

,Trail projects can’enhance efforts to dev'elop_v v

and attract jobs by increasing property

~ values, creating opportunities for related

busmesses adding to tourism .potential, and

,'1mprovmg the quality of life in.a com- -
- munity. Trail advocates should educate

“economic developers to include the.

- advantages of trails as they promote the

community: The two groups should work -
together to ensure entrepreneurs know
about the business potential for ventures .
that service trail users. Trail enthusiasts

wanting to help promote the economic

Economic Development Opportunities:

‘benefits of their pi-ojecté may consult

Economic Benefzts of Protecting Rivers, Trails,

' und Greenway Corrzdors A Resource Book.

The Tralls Commumty and :

- Small Busmesses

The'frail_s community should work with the
region’s economic development community
to provide assistance to entrepréneurs

.developing bed-and-breakfast inns, cafes;

bicycle shops, campgrounds, stables, equip-"
ment stores, gift shops, and other trailside

" services. Advocates familiar with 1nd1v1dual :
"~ trails.can help entrepreneurs identify the

- needs of visitors using the trails, how far -

trail users might be willing to travel to Use
serv-ices and other 'pertinent'information. ‘

“Trails orgamzahons tourism’ bureaus, and
businesses should plan joint marketing’
“schemes. A trail is more successful if

: assoc:lated businesses- are- developed to

service trail users. The ‘businesses rely on the

‘ability of trail users to find out about the

"+ services available. The success of both the

frails and the services depends on people.
learnmg about the tralls and u%mg them:..

,'27“‘
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| TRAIL PROJECT I_N'IT'IATION.,_ “
: Commumty Part1c1pat10n
The most 1mp0rtant decmons affectmg traﬂ

“developmient occur at-the local level,
“emphasizing the heed for v1g11ance on the

part of citizens and. local groups. Busmesses

‘and nonprofit organizations can then be
brought together to work with the various
" levels of government. to help define where
" corridors should be and how they should be
‘used. Cltlzens, hiking clubs, conservation
“nonprofit organizations, and government
- . agencies have assisted in establishing trails
- by developing local plans for trails. Most

new trail ideas are initiated by an. md1V1dual _

who then forms a nonproﬁt trail organiza-

tion. The responsibility to educate-and unite -
o the commumty to support the concept rehes :
- .  on this individual or orgamzatlon Ear]y in .

the trail estabhshment proces‘s ‘the’ group
must mnetwork with local r651dent5 to ensure

: support for the trall

Ideas

A common denommator of all tra1l pro]ects -
is that they all start with an idea. Rural and

" suburban trails may arise out of the desir- :
“ability to provide a safe corridor for chlldren '
to travel or recreate. Trails in urban settings
may arise out of the need to provide anh'
“alternative transportation Corrldor Rail tlaﬂs
many times arise out of the avallablhty of a.
- continuous corridor. Mountain trails may. -
-arise out of the opportumty to, gain access to
pubhc lands, or to connect two parks such
as the Laurel Highlands Trail that connects
Ohlopyle State Park to Laurel Ridge State
 Park. Tralls may also capltahze on- hentage

29
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tounsm or economic development
opportumnes

Literature Review

Rarlier-trail enthusiasts relied on their own

- initiative and- ability to see a vision for a’
“trail, assemble the necessary resources, and

realize success out on the ground. Today,
the populauty of trails has. Spawned the
publishing of many documents helpful to
the trails enthusiast (see appendix D).
Review of the literature will put project. .

" injtiators on a par-with professionals in the

field, will provide more ideas, and- will
provide the vocabulary needed to descrlbe

: thelr project.

NoriprOfit ,and Local\ Agency 'AS'sistance

Gammg the assistance of an established
nonprofit organization whose mission will

support-the trail plan is very important. For
. instarnce, a local rails-to-trails association

could be a suitable sponsor of a rails‘to-trails

project. Gaining the support of a local
“ government agency. will provide additional

support. Policies drive government agencies,

‘therefore, gaining the support of the stdte’

department of transportation will be impor-
tant to estabhshmg a bicycle trail parallel to
a hlghway In addition, nonproﬁt organiza-
tions and government agenéies. commonly
network to provide training courses and -
conferences of mterest to the trails com-
munity. Altendance at these: gatherings is*
critical to the development of new trail
leaders. :

Trails Initiative Process -

This process for the 1eg10n relies ‘on the
initiative of individuals or orgmlzahom
putting together ideas, potential partners, .
and the organizational framework, which is
critical to project kick-off. The Heritage Trails.
planning process used a form to assist in-

this process that outlined the appropnate

.'mformatlon that was fundamental to
launching the project. Each county hetitage

committee has a trails representative who-

 can assist in defining ideas. Important to

regional and SPHPC support will be-the

‘identification .of potential partners creative

goals for the project, heritage resources:
along the corndor and potentlal mterprenve’
themes ,

CORRIDOR DESIGN OUTLINE. After initial

- support for a project, it is. important to- .
‘begin shaping the physical framework for . :
the project. The following corridor outline .
‘can be used for a complete description of .
- greenways, bicycle paths, rdil trails,

accessible trails, and moumum trails pr0|ecfs‘,

¢ Corridor or pro;ecf name

4 Segmentation and lengfh ~origins, destina-
. vhons, and access pomfs . :

4 Purpose and ob;ecﬂves

¢ Allowable uses (pedesman hike, b:ke, ac-
cessible, equesman, snowmoblle, :
cross-country sk:)

& One- -way, two-way, or parallel frqcks

# Connections (ne:ghborhoods, businesses,
' commercial, mdusfry)

¢ Infersecﬁons and crossings .- o

4 Signs (mferpreflv_e, orientation, information,
regulatory, safefy/wurning, mile markers)

4 Key Interpretation (hemage natural history)’

Q-Adlacenf Iandowners (gafes fences, screen-
ring)

' ¢ Views (local, disfanf) '

¢ Trail standards (width, clearmg, surfacmg,v
, mamfenance) : :

¢ Trail feafures (frcnlheads, comforr sfatlons,‘
‘parking, concessions, benches, fencing,
landscaping) - ,

4 Special consrderahons (weflands, aban-
doned mines) .

¢ Ownership sfafus‘




Partners‘hips o

‘The 1n1t1at10n of partnershlps is the next step

in the trail establishment process.

Commitment of sponsorship and time and
~ energy .are' mihimum requirements of the.
. partnership. Simple tasks such as hostln&, a

meeting or providing refreshments for a

" workshop are great-examples. where
- partnerships can take root. Later.in the

process, more formal partnerships can be
developed. Traditional-and nontraditional

- partners should be contacted to assist w1th

the prO}ect

'ROLE OF THE -'PARTNERS 3

The formatlon of partnershlps is the

foundation-of the Heritage Trails planning

~ effort. Partners realize that they must -

complement each other to accomplish the’
work. Each partner in the trails communlty

. must work within its. own-area of responsi--

bility and expertlse while recognizing the -
contrlbutlon of others, to ensure succegs

‘ Grassroot's 'Membership ‘Organizations .

Fewer than 10- tra11 groups arc in the region,
formed to work on specific trail projects: -
Somerset County Rails-to-Trails, Cambria

" and Indiana Trail Couneil, Rails-~ to-Trails of -
Blair County, Regional Trail Corporation,

: Rolé‘of the Parthers

‘Countres not represented by a strong county-
" trail organization are Bedford, Fulton, and

L Huntingdon. However, these rural mountaln

counties have a fairly strong presence

“through hiking trail-groups such as

Mid-State and Keystone Trail Associations
and-continuing initiatives of the Appalachian . -

Mountain Club. These. counties ate in the .
" process of. formlngD trail committees.

e The ;support'ofa‘rnunicipatity.will;rn‘atke the: ’

process of forming a trail-organization easier.

Equestrlan groups are potent1al partners that
have experience. in developing riding trails _r
in the region. One group of trail users often -

- left out of trail plannlng activities are the .

motorized users. This is an issuée because of

. the confhctq often” reported between users. - If -
. all groups met at' a cominon table, solutions

"' to-the concerns: could be. found. Keystone

O Read Ridere ic

Johnstown:-based grou

that supports approprlate riding. habits. A -

Lrt-Roaa luu\,ra 15

~county trails orgamzatlon will' naturally

include other user groups; including seniors,
persons. with disabilities, and youth groups.
Representatlves from business, banking,

government, medical, and educational msti-

~ " tutions,.and the legal profession will also be

important to include. A comprehensive plan -

for a county will meet the needs of all trall
~ users. -

- ‘Municipalities

and the Mid-State Trail Association, The ﬁrst'_ -

four have a broad enough scope to expand’
their rails-to-trails vision throughout their

o county as opportunlty arises. Westmoreland :

County also has two watershed associations,

‘Loyalhanna and Sewickley Creek, actively
- working toward trail development and =

conservation in their watersheds Cambna

‘County Conservation and Recreation

Authority ‘was recently formed and is
workmg on trail development and water .
quality issues. The newly formed -

- Conemaugh Valley Conservancy is .-

developing a greenway plan for the

Conemaugh and Kiskiminetas Rivers, which '

will include a tralls component

The nine—co_unty region, consists of 10 cities,".‘
168-boroughs, and 205 townships. Land.

.conservation and recreation are included as .

their responsibilitiés to the public. Elected

: off1c1als at all levels need to be brought in’

o early in the formulation  of trails projects.

~ Keeping elected officials informed and
‘ ~_1nvolved in all phases of trail development.
will ensure contmued political support. The -

goal of the trail group very well may be to A
turn the trail project over to-the. mumc1pahty o

‘as lead sponsor, allowing the trail group, to

act more in ‘an advocacy and support role. A~

E municipality may also-have developed good

rapport with state and national legislators
and other contacts. In Pennsylvania, munici- -
pahtles have the nght of ﬁrst refusal when a

S R
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raitroad: is fe.ady to sell an abando‘ned_{'

corridor (see appendix G). It is imperative -
“that municipalities. learn‘to take advantage of -

opportunifies.

,County 'Planning'_ Comm-i‘ssions '

Each of the. countles has a county plannmg
" commission, funded in part by the county
~ commissioners. The planning commission

produces comprehensive plans for the .
county and often-assists in. plan develop—
ment for cities, boroughs, and townships.

. These plans. are often prercquisites for

accessing funds to conserve, rehabilitate, and
redevelop properties. Nationally, trail plans
ate commonly included in transportatlon
plans at the county level. .

C()"u\nty COnsefvation Districts

“The mission of conservation districts is to

actively conserve the land and water

‘resources for future genérations. Each district '

may- have a different focus depending on

"local needs. Recreation trail development

may. be a way of helping to protect and

.enhance resources, as well as educating the ..

ptiblic about the interrelatedness of their
activities with the environment. Somerset
County has been very active in the

,_development of the Allegheny nghlande

Trail. Districts have the resources to develop
programs, obtain and coordinate asmstance

‘and prov1de mformatlon e

Cdu_nty , Heri_tage Cqmmittees

As part of the SPHPC's planning process, - -
-each county has appointed a heritage L

- cominittee to guide heritage preservation,.

. Approved trail project plans will be included -

as part of each county heritage preservatlon

© plan: All SPHPC grant programs must be:

approved by the heritage committee before

-it can be considered. The 1993 County _
'Heritage Grant Program has provided. funds

to hire a hentage planner in. each county,

and ught counties have re%ponded to the v

o program to date. These planners will work

“to update and implement the heritage plans.
Wotking closely with each heritage. planner:

" will ensure trails project development and
o mclu<1on in plans

, EConomiC,_ Community, and
Industrial Dev.elopment Groups

Each county has a number of groupq
working on development prOJects all of

~ whom' are mvolved in extensive networking,

Trail groups could espec1ally form partner-
ships with them for shared use in cases
where an abandoned or low use rail corridor
passes through an industrial park. A current
proposal is the rail corridor from Palrchance

- Industridl Park to Connellsville, with a

" potential partnership with the. Fay-Penn )

“Economic Development Corporation. -

' Northern Cambrid- Community Development '

- Corporation (NORCAM) a private nonprofit

community development corporation, has -

" been actively working in partnership on rail-
‘trail projects such ‘as the Ghost Town Trail-

and the Gallitzin Trail Network. Main Street,
Programs, such as in Tyrone, are also.

.~ actively involved in providing access to a
 heritage trail syslem '

- Authorities -

- Although often viewed 'asv nontraditionél -

partners, many authorities can facilitate

‘networking and partnership -building. For:

example, the Cambria County Transit -
Authority is involved in trail development

‘projects in the Greater Johnstown area and -

have uscd several partnérs in the process.

‘Coopcrallon may be found in the 21 -

recrcation authorities in the region, having
representation in ‘seven of the nine counties .
(Fulton and Indiana not represented).

Several- counties, mcludmg Indiana; have-a

- county park system. The newly formed
‘Cambria County Conscrvalion and

Recreation Authority has interest in tralls ‘
and water quality projects. Water authorities

‘may be approached regarding shared use of



- reservoirs and land, with dlscu551ons

. currently taking place in Cambria and -
Somerset counties. Redevelopment
“authorities can carry out the planning
commission’s comprehénsive plan in the
areas of conservation and redevelopment,

although their focus is usually. on industrial- .

development -urban renewal, and site - -”

~ improvements. Urban greenways and open
. space preservatlon may be acreative -
~approdch to their participation.”

: Southern Alleghemes Planmng and
'Development Comm1ss1on e

Six counties in the SPHPC regiOn comprise
“the Southern Alleghenies Planning and -
'Development Commission. They include:
Bedford, Blair, Cambria, Fulton, Huntmgdon

and Somerset. The board is made up of two

county cominissioners from each county and
. a mlnorlty representatwe A director works

‘to strengthen -ties with economic develop- -

‘ment agencies, increase visibility, ©

. communicate with" legislators, and ‘produce a
- quarterly newsletter. The .commission also
serves as a local development district. Trail .
pro]ects that identify economic development
and ‘heritage tourism opperturiities will
complement the goals of . the commmﬂon

' Southwestem Pennsylvama Reglonal
Plannlng Commlssmn :

This membership org_,,anlzation currently .-
‘includes Westmoreland and five external
countiés’ (Fayette and Indiana have not yet
joined), and sérves as.a metropolitan |
planning organizatien. City, state,"and
.,federal agencies are represented. Tntereste :
~are in local government assistance, trans- -
- portation planning, and assistance, and
mformat1on serv1ces o

j'Ro'Ie of the Partners

Southwestern Pennsylvama Reg1onal

: Development Counc11

Formed. in 1992 as an expanded network of
the regional planning commission, mcludmg)

Fayette, Indiana, and Greene Counties, the-
'counc1l serves as a local development dlstnct

- Metfopolltan Planning '-QrganizatiOns B

Since 1964, metropolitan plannin g organiza-

tions have directed local transportation
planning and programming.. They have

recently been’ empowered undet the -

Intermodal Surface Transplratlon Eff1c1ency
Act ta produce long-range transportat1on

- plans and' implement transportat1on ,

. improvement programs. The programs list -
transportation pro)ects (generally covering:
six years) that use federal and matching

funds. The projects must be consistent with

- ‘thie-transportation plans. Trail projects .

qualify as transportation and are to be.
incuded in both the plan and" transporta‘oon

' 1mprovement program%

Local De‘velOpment Districts

These districts focus on economic develop-
‘ment programs and assistance, offering

regional liaisons between state and federal.
government and the Appalachian Reglonal

_ Commission. With coordmatlon from the "
- governor's office, rural areas are able to"
© " access federal commission funds for . °
- development pro]ects 1ncludmg recreation

and tounsm




LINKAGE DEVELOPMENT

Conservancies

The Southern Allegheries Conservancy
currently serves the six counties in the
‘Southern ‘Alleghenies Planning and
Development Commission but is expanding

o its land and real property trust plan for all

nine counties, Trail initiators - may be able to
work with the conser vancy for acquiring
easements and land donations. -

The Western Penns‘ylvania Conservancy '
acquires and advises on land that contains
rare and endangered species or is of
significant acsthetic and scenic value, often’
with the intent to turn-it over to another
group for ownership and .management. As a
precedent, the conservancy had previously -

. -acquired the Indian Creek Valley Rail Trail

corridor, and then turned a portion of it

over to the township. The conservancy also

‘agreed fo hold the Western ‘Maryland

Railroad property from Connellsville to - '

Ohiopyle, later turning it over to the state
for trail development.

\The- Conemaugh Valleyj Conservancy .is
developing a greenway from Johnstown to
Schenley encompassing portions of Cambria,

-~ Indiana, Westmoreland and Armstrong

Countles

Tourist P'rombtion Ag_encies

. There are six agencics in the region: Laurel

~ Highlands.(Cambria, Fayette Somerset,

. Westmoreland, Greene) and one in eaCh of:
the remaining five counties. Partnerships can

“involve tourism promotlon special events,

market research, visitor guides, and

- brochures. Priorities of the agencies are

determined by the board. The agencies work

* closely with chambers of commerce and
economic development corporations.

.34

'Banks

As .of 1993, none of the banks were offering
“community. development investment monies. -

However, a small business investment
company, Enterprise Venture Capital
Corporation, has been formed to serve

Cambria and Somerset Countiés and. ha9 1

~ banks as stockholders. This group offers

financing, equlty capital, and management
assistance to new and expanding small

- businesses. Trailside service enterprises, such

as bed-and-breakfasts, bike shops, cafes, and

 hotels, might benefit from this assistance.

Utilities

~Nine electrical power providers, seven gas

services, and six telephone companies are in

© the region. Larger utilities have economic

development departments who network
among-many local, state, and national

" groups, often forming partnerships on many ,
‘community development projects. Utilities

are also potential partners in corridor .
acquisition for use as shared rlght% of- way, ‘
including those for cable television,
fiber-optics, and sewerlines. Major utlhtles
with’ community development programs

‘ ‘mclude West Penn Power, Pennsylvania

Rural ‘Electric Association, Pennsylvania
Electric Comipany, Columbia Gas of

- Pennsylvania, Peoples Natural Gas.

Company, and. Bell of Perinsylvania.

- Businesses |

*Each county has a chamber of commerce

that works in the areas of business reténtion,
tourism promotion, and educational
programs. Chamber sponsorship of projects
can help advance the awareness of the
economiics of heritage rail trails. Individual
businesses can also be approached for their

‘financial and in-kind support, especially
_large corporations, businesses adjacent to a

trail corridor; and those businesses that will
benefit from trail users. Addltlonally, in cases.
where a rail corridor is to be sold with




tracks still in place, trail interests should

form a partnership with a railroad salvage "

- company, such as the Kovalchik Salvage

Company in Indrana, to their mutual benefit -

. of track salvage and corridor donation for

© tax benefits and trail use. Preécedent has been
set on the Ghost Town Trail and others.

National Guard .

The natronal guard can assist wrth trarl

- development through the use of their heavy -
.- equipment and labor. These projects must be.
‘Seheduled well in advance but offer a
* substantial savings in trail development costs.

Department .of CommunityiAffairs .

- _Frnancral aSSIStance is available- through the
Community Dévelopment Block Grant

- Program. Fayette, Indiana, and
-Westmoreland Counties. are served by the »
Southwest regional office in Pittsburgh, with.
the remaining six countiés served by the .
north:central/south central regional office rn v

- Harrisburg, Sponsors. for acquisition requests

must be ejther conservancies or land .trusts -
that are at least five years old. Sponsors for

. plannmg and development applications must’

be ‘municipalities that own'or lease the -
sub]ect property ’

' Departrnent.of Conservation -
; and Natural Resources' R

This. department has a number of programs ‘

that-may ‘be of assistance.to trails. planners,
including the Federal Land and Water
Conservatron Fund and. the Keystone -
Recreation, Park and Conservation Fund
(Keystone Program) The department.also
administers the Pennsylvania Heritage Parks
' Program Trail pro]ects should be named in.

Rble of the Portnere

, 'management action plans of the estabhshed

- heritage parks. Technical assistance, -

guidance, and direction for’ sponsors of trail
initiatives are also, offered by -this ' '

: .department Additionally, the Bureau of

Forestry owns and manages five state forest -
districts spanning eight counties in the

'regron It offers assistance in recreation and

trail initiatives. The Rails-to-Trails Program

via the Keystone Program will be accessible

: . by nonprofit organizations. and local

governments. The Forest. Stewardshlp

“Program assists private landowners in
_ developrng management plans for their

woodlots and can incorporate the desire for

- trails wrthrn that plan. The Bureau of State

Parks owns and manages 18 state parks in

- two state park regions spannirig all nine. .

counties. The. Bureau of Dams and
Waterways Management may need to be
contacted for permits. for bﬂdgeq Culverts

© and stream crossrngs

‘Pennsylvama Department
o of Transportatron

.‘PennDOT admrnrsters the Intermodal

Surface Transportatron Efﬁcrency Act

" Through this act, acquisition and .
,development of trails and facilities' may be

funded as part of the Transportation

- Enhancements Program, through which -

about $7.8 million was awarded to 12
projects in the region in 1993, Workrng with

_’PennDOT trails groups can get major trails.
~included on the state hlghway map.

Working-with the regional bike/ped
coordinators to develop trail projects,
especially those along roadways, will get

‘them included in the' 12-year Transportatron =

- Improvement Program, thereby making -
~ . them eligible for transportation enhancement .
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‘projects. PennDOT also miist be contacted

for occupancy permits for any trail that
crosses a road or for any modifications to-

' the rrght of—way
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" Fish and Bbat_ Commissidn

Ké'yétorié .Program funds are available

- through the Fish and Boat Commission. Trail
. groups must contact them for encroachment .
- permits for any trail to cross streams. The -

commiission also issues boat permits: that are’

necessary at state-operated boat ramps, owns,

and manages boat ramps and parking: lots

~ adjacent to streams, stocks streams, and
provides brochures on access areas and
: safety :

Penhsylvania Game Commission =

All state game lands, roads, and traﬂs are’
accessible to the public. Because the game

“lands are funded through  hunting permit -

fees, hunting cannot be prohibited on trails

~within these lands. Trails may be located

adjacent fo dirt roads on state game lands,

“ " with a-trail group working closely in

partnershlp with the. Pennﬁylvama Cﬁme

: Commx%lon

Turnpike Commission

Contact must be made regarding trail
crossings on the turnpike highways. Also.
Bedford and Fulton'Courities have 14 miles
of abandoned. turnplke rights- of—way with
two tuinels that l’nlbht be uqed as trail-

_lmkageb

“Department of Labor and Industry

, »The Pennsylvama Conservatlon Cmps and
thé Youth Corps Programs that can be used
to assist in trail developmcnt projects are

administered through this office.

'Department of COrreétio‘hs»

A job trammg program is avallable that

trail development. Huntingdon and
Weéstmoreland Counties both use this
program '

Southwestern Pennsylvania Hentage

' _Preservatlon Commlssmn

Besides the obv1ou5 programs mvolvmg

trails, the Regional Trails Committee, and: the

¢ Trails Grant and Loan Program; the SPHPC

‘The Historic Building Grant Program assists’

'Mountam Service Corps, will -be admin-
.. istered by the SPHPC, with young people
. working on:trail development and water

specializes in fostering partnerships and
innovative approaches to regional economic -
development opportunities, especially as
they. relate to heritage tourism. The Cultural
and Curatorial Grant Program offers
assistance for mterprotatlon programmmg

in restoring significant structures. The
environmental team of the new Amerlcorps
Program, dubbed the Pennsylvania

quality rémediation projects. New programs
are contmually being developed to respond

~to the region’s needs. There is ample = -
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oppcntumty for rail excurmon initiatives.and

* water trail development programs and
‘projects to form. a partnershlp w1th the

SPHPC,

'National _Pa’rk Sefvice

The Rivers, Trails, and Conservation -

- Assistance Program: in-the'Mid- Atlantic

" Regional Office in Philadelphia offers tech-
"nical assistance in planning and coahnon
‘building for water, trail, and- greenway: ‘
projects. Sponsors must present their pro]ect

and show local support- whu1 requestmg

'asslstame

‘employs prison laborers to. do thmgs such as




Park umts such as the Allegheny Portage '
Railroad, Iohnstown Flood Memorial, Fort _
Necessity, and Friendship Hill, can- offer trail
programs and. iriterpretive expertise. Some of

their efforts may extend beyond their

. boundaries, as in’ the case of’ providing

1nterpret1ve services on ‘Amtrak trains from

" Altoona to Johnstown, the East Broad Top-
- Railroad, and the Johnstown Inclined Plane.

The Denver Service -Center in Denver,

Colorado, offers planning, design, and" -

construction services. The Harpers Fesry

" Center specializes in interpretation and -

-exhibits, Assistance is available primarily
through.the service center; The Washington
- Office sets policy and coordinates natronal

initiatives through the regional offices:.
Washmgton also has a research branch and’

can provide 1nformat10n on case studies and
fundrpo sotirces to trails organization. All
‘Park. Servrce participation in: pro]ects s

' coordmated by the SPHPC

~ Soil Conservation Service

Resource conservation-and development

- areas assist in the development of water-and -

o land trails, among many-othet intereésts. The

region ‘is served by two areas — Penn’s
Corner (Fayette, Indiana, and Westmoreland)
arid Southern Alleghenies (Bedford, Blair,

‘Cambria, Fulton, Huntingdon, and

Somerset). The areas offer leadership to
projects in such a way, to bring people,
financial resources, :and natural- resources

“together to achieve project _ob]ectrve‘;‘

CitiZen"reS,ource committees have been
mobilized to assist in the development of -

‘resource conservation and development area

plans. A 1975 guiding area plan for Penn’s"
Corner includes Measure Number 77 =
“Establishnient of bike and hlklng trails on

: _tra1ls on waterways,” The Southern

~ Alleghenies has included a goal in’ their 1991 o

area plan ob]ectrve to “assist commumhes ‘

w1th 1mprovements to ex1st1ng recreatron

on lmear parks such as rails- to- trarls green—

bEllb, and stream corrrdors., The resource -

i Role of the Partners ‘

'conservatlon and development areas can be

counted on for many. types of: assistance.

‘ " The established process is to work through -

county commissioners and county conserva- -
tion districts as sponsors of the resource

Con>ervatron and development area.’

The resource conservatlon and development

'.areas can assist in- the preparation ofa -

“méasure plan” neCessary for pnontrzatxon

.and farther assistarice in project ‘ R T

1mplementahon The areas can also assist
with erosion and sedimentation: plans land

- surveys, and. funding sponsorship. There 15 a.
"‘potentlal source of funds through -

envirohmental mitigation- requirements (i.e., o
from another project’s detrimental effects). lt :

. may be mandated that work be done on a
‘trail préject such as the Ghost Town Trail..

~ The resource conservation and development _
- -areas have developed prugramc that include

the use of the Pennsylvania Conservation .

R Corps and Americorps participants. These *

“programs can be ‘easily employed for trail

development and ‘maintenance needs. -

‘ljepartment of Defe'nse' :

The Legacy Resource Management Prog,ram
-offers grants tq armed forces bases for. trails

and interpretation. It is an uutratrve from -
Congressman Murtha which should be.-
pursued with vigorin his district. ‘The

- Reserves can:be used by scheduling their

use of heavy equipment and personnel for- -

. frail: development such as grading and
- -rolling. This is often a tralnlng pro]ect for
- them. o :

The U.S. Army Corps of anrneers is

involved with waterways, watersheds, and-

“locks and dams. They. own and-manage. the

*land surroundlng lakes créated by their

-abandoned railroad rights-of-ways and canoe -

.dams, and. can work on flood control and

trail development on those propertres They
keep historic records. of waterways and are

- often’involved in archeological studies and

~ historic preservation and mterpreta’non If-

~authorized by legislation, they can take’ ‘the -

B

lead on watershed and greenway studies -

' and Can prov1de scheduled water releases
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for recreation boating, as is done on |
~ . Jennings’ Randolph Lake in West Virginia. In

the region, trail groups can work for access
to their. property (Yough River, Raystown,

- Loyalhanna, Conemaugh, and Mahoning

Lakes). The Corps also has-a Reserves

“Program that is service-oriented and can -

- assist to rebuild park structures and other

facilities.. The Corps is developmg
“Challenge Cost Sharc Program” to allow.

- partners to develop facilities on__Corps lands
~ through donatiens of funds, equipment, and

B services. This may be pursued for devclop—

ment ort their land.

‘Department of Commerce

"The local Coast Guard auxiliarists can assist -
.in-waterway programs such as safety

training, regattas, and fireworks over water-
ways. They work closely with pa%qenger

veqsels and regletratlom

IMPLEMENTATION GUIDELINES

_lmplem“entati'on guidelines are irhpbrtant to
the overall success.of trails and related
_conservation projects. Initiated early in ‘the

planning process, implementation guidelines

- can help the planning team, decision

_makers, potential users,.and the general

public understand the de51gn intent of the

project. Tmplementation guidelines: can be

communicated through narrative text and
sketches. Descriptions of the functional and .
aesthetic aspects of the project (for example:
sign — letter size, color/background) are
suggested. Two or three well written
paragraphs with a sketch for each aspect of

- the corridor is- suggested A comprehemwe

corridor. guidelirie is likely to be 50 pages

long and may be in portfolio format. ‘

' vB-icyCle Paths

Successful bicycle facilities begin with a

“detailed outline of all aspects of the

n
]
n
=
n
o um Safety awareness’
]
]
]
]

pro.grarrl.fl‘llis will include individual bicycle

- path objectives, a-bicycle path features

guideline, related facilities guldelmes and a

- related programs outline. Bicycle facilities
offer a unique opportunity for businesses,
Jlaw enforcement agencies, and tralls groups
to form pa1tner%h1ps

Bicycle Path Objectives :

m Develop individual facilitics as part of
lalger recreation, education, c1rculahon
and transportation systems.. -

n Provide safe'and direct routes or
‘meandering and interesting routes.

®m Establish framcwor_k/pélicy"-for'
~comprehensive trail networks. *

‘Bicycle Path Features

® Sur facmg _

' Horizontal and vertlcal clearance%
~ m Profile g1ades and- cross slopes
~m Design speed, radlus,of_curvature‘-"
.. Sup'erelevatio’n cul'rve Widelxlng .
" m Sight dlstance c1o€smgs :
W Signs

]

Lighting

‘ Related Fac1ht1es '
Bicycle storage facilities

Education/nature cente’r-s
Shelters/plcmc arcas ‘
'Seatmg areas and trash reccptac’les

Related pro grams

'Interpretahon/educa‘aon
Volunteer patrols
Trail ethics

Maintenance .




B .Hazards Brrdges tunnels abandoned mine -

Rail Trails

' Because abandoned rail corridors offer a

wide base (8 to 10 feet) for multiuse trails
with relatively slight profrle grades, they can
offer exciting opportunitiées to develop. .
heritage trail initiatives. However, there are

"several aspects of abandoned rail corridors’
.- and their conversion to recreational tralls
“ that need attentxon : :

openings, abandoned buildings, and toxrc
waste, which are all common along rail

“corridors, pose a unique problem to

recreation’ enthusiasts and site managers.

. “Whereas the’ attraction of an abandoned rail

corridor may appear overwhelming,

: comprehenswe study must take place to
_ensure that all safety precautions are in

place before any recreatlon-related activity’
takes place. ‘An analysis-of known hazards"

. and correspondmg mitigation as well as a
- safety plan aré aspects of a concept plan. that

will help reduce liability of the sponsoring

~ agency in the event of an accident. Signs -

and other warmngs w1ll also be part of thIS .

. plan i

f: Rail Bed. Many tlmes the railbed width is

such that a two-way multiuse trail (required

- width is 10 feet plus 1-foot shoulders each
“side) is extremely difficult to achieve. Use
- regulations, installation. of signs, and enforce—
- ment .of Vlolatlons help mitigate thrs concern.

Dramage Dralnage is known to bea |
potentially devastating problem on rail tralls
Rail carriers spent much time and money .

'clearlng ditches to prevent damage to‘rail -

ballast. This is the single most important
malntenance task for ‘the rail trarl manager

. Surfacmg A Varlety of surfacmg materials
-are available to give a rail trail the desired"

natural feel. However, heavily used corridors
in ‘grban areas'may need to be hard
surfaced. In addition, trails designated as

“accessible must meet the strict federal Code.

Implementation Guidelin_es: v

Mountain "Trails‘

. The majoﬂty‘of environmental impacts from

mountain trails results from inappropriate:
trail construction and maintenance. Careful .

‘planning and design, guided by the concept ‘

of trail sustainability, will protect

“backcountry resources while. affording a
- reasonable standard of safety and comfort .

for the traveler

- _Sustainability. The NPS defines sustain- -
“ability-as “the ability of the travel surface fo. -
. support current and anticipated appropriate uses.
" with minimal impact to the adjoining natural

systems and cultural resources. Sustainable trails

~have negligible’ soil loss or movement and allow

the naturally occurring plant systems to.inhabit

- the area, while allowing for the occasional
| pruning and. removal-of plants necessary to build
- and maintain the brail, If well built, a sustainable
- frail minifnizes seasonal muddiness and erosion.
It should not- normally affect natural- fauna
_adver sely nor require re-routing and major
" maintenance over lonig periods of time.” (NPS-77,

Natural Resources Marzagement Guzdelzne)

Factors to consrder to-achieve trail. sustam»«
-ability include soil- types, the grades of ‘the
-+ trail profile relative to existing -cross-slopes, -
~ surface moisture and drainage, solar aspect, -
~ types and seasons of use, use’ Volumes,
"design and  maintenance standards, ecolo- .-
- gical implications for trailside vegetation, and

functional. and aesthetic control points -

* (trailheads, scenic views, lakes). Developmg

sustainability critéria tailored for each trail

- project will provide a reference point fromr
“which the achiévement of future accomphsh—

ments can be measured

" The most important factor to ehsure sustain-
© ability is sidehill-trail design. Cross-slopes for

backcountry trails should range between
10%-and 70%. The maximum profile grade

~for a natural sufface trail is well establrshed
- _to be about 12%

' New Uses on Exrstmg Trails. ‘When new
uses (mountain bikes on hiking trails)are-
being considered for existing trails, planning

-, teams must carefully con51der sustamabrhty
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factom The design’ pnnuples used for old

- roads and railway beds are significantly -
“different from those used for trails, so it is:
necessaty to-evaluate sustainability factors -
when redeveloping these corridors.

Impacts"ol Trails on _Wildlife '

~ Trails may have exther a posmve or negative

impact on wildlife and habitat. It is critical to

“involve and work with approprlate resource

qpecmlxsts early in the 4rail initiative process -
— doing so. will ensure projects which '

- benefit wildlife wh1le minimizing 1mpactb

vPosmve Impacts Habltat preservahon may

result from the establishment of trails. or

greenways by preventmg development in

"areas of critical: concern. Introdueing trails’

into undeveloped areas may- also have

: ~positive impacts on Wlldllfe Trails may =~
plOVldC excellent oppmtumnes fo1 people m ,

: _have access to wildlife habitats to obeerVe,: _ -
" photograph, and appreciate wildlife résources.. ‘ '

Potential Negative Impacts. Potential -

impacts on wildlife that need to be

~ considered when developing trails include.

the removal of vegetation during the trail
construction: process and offtrail activities by

people brought into an area by a traxl

L Potentlal M1t1gat10n Measures

“Locate trails in areas _that are alre_ad-y
disturbed by-human activity — such as
along a road right-of-way instead of

_ througjh an undeveloped vicinity. Mllll-
mize rcmoval of vegetation, =

Locate tra_ils well away from specific areas

of wildlife concern, including better habi-
* tats, wintering areas, and ‘ripatian .areas.

) INDIVID'UAL PROJECT FEATURES
4 Plant maferlals

Trail cross secﬂons & surfaces

Dramcrge sfrucfures

AcceSSlble s:dewalks o

> & & o

Bridges & replacemenf bndge deck and ‘
rails :

>

Securlfy/prrvacy fence =

‘e

Benches, bike rack, plcmc table, & frash
receptacle ) .

-Bollards

Shelter ,

‘Comfort Station

Tfailhead parklné

Boat ‘access (put-in and fukeout)

Horse sfugmg areus

e e s o o

‘DESIGN GUIDELINES FOR INDlVIDUAL PROJECTS Comruchng wnh an archnecturul/engmeermg
_firm with_experience in trail projects will establish a design ethic that will ensure aesthetic fitness
of projects. Literature Resources listed in appendix D:should be reviewed" before initiating project
.guidelines. Three outsmndmg resources incdude Trails for the Twenfy First Century: Planning,
~ Design, and Management Manual for Multi-Use Trails; Greenways: A Guide to Planning, Design,
. and Developmenf dnd Trails Design and Munagemenf Hondbook for P;fkm Counfy Colorado

sioNs
Safety
‘Regulatory _k
Hazard .
Warning
' deafonce sign
'K:osks .
"M)Ie markers B
V_Inferprefunon .
Mulnple panel mformanon s:gn -
Wayside, exh:blt
Gutdeposts _

e e & € & © * & 6 ® & &

7 lnferpretanve Program Broch ures
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Arrange for daily or seasonal closures to

~ protect wildlife during a particularly sensi-
tive part of the year, and make provisions
for emergency closures. ‘

“Educate trail users on. the ethics of
wildlife watching through 51gns, leaﬂets :
-and other methods. .

Greenways

Thrgé basic components make up. greenways

— they are linéar; they protect important
natural, cultural, historic, and heritage
resources; and they connect these resources

to other resources. Greenways, combined.

with adjoining conservation land, can .

cffectively. act as habitat for some wildlife -

species. Management awareness of this fact,

~ combined with appropriate and timely
management actions early in the planning’

process, will help ensure maximum

protection-of wildlife species using a corridor.

Re’gioh'al Trails Logo. Devceloping a regional' :

trails logo will establish visual recognition
and - continuity. across the regior. It is -

suggested that the design utilize the

American flag, be of bold and bright colors,
and mc01p01 ate trail u%e themeq

FUNDING

Assembling the needed téchnical and -
financial resources to carry out a trail project
may be the most difficult. part of the imple-
mentation process. Experienced organizations

- utilize'a multipronged approach to fund-

raising. Components of a successful

- fundraising progrant may include member- .

bhlp solicitation, small and large donor

- programs, corporate and foundation support,

special events, and government sources.

- Paramount to successful fundralsmg is the

sponsorship by an estabhshed nonproﬁt
Orgamzatlon

; Funding’

The days of dwindling government dollars is

reality for all project initiators. Even -poten-
tially large 'sources of funding, such.as the -
Intermodal Surface Transportation EfflClency
Act or the Keystone Program, will not fund
all projects. Grantors of funds are increas--
ingly funding well established or creative
partnerships with well deve}oped programs.
Initiating partnerslnps to carry out projects,
therefore, is' the foundational step in

‘securmg funds. Subsequent steps will be. the
‘scarching out of local support building up to -

the state and federal levels, not neglecting
volunteers as a partner in deslgn and

V 1mp1ementat10n

, Fyti_ndraisihg and Program Development

Many.times a professional or volunteer
fundraiser is contracted to acquire technical

© and financial assistance for projects. In -

addition. to consudting with an experienced . -
fundraiser, there is a large amount of
literature on the subjecl Both experts and
the literature indicate the neced to develop a
well written program development docu-
ment. This is required as the foundation of
any successful financial assistance plan.

Once the program is fully described,
patience, perseverance, and maturity are

required virtues for those pursuing funding -
~or technical assistance opportunities. The
- most important quahly required of those

assembling resources is an overwhelming.

~ beltef in the project for which assistance is

being solicited. If there is even the slightest
doubt in a requester’s mind, this will '
translate into doubt in the mind of the-
grantor of assistance: An agency’s fund-
raiser, then, is very willing to explain the
merits of a pro;ect Many times a contact,

~ existing relationship, or recommendation: is
- required for-an agency to.provide assistance.

Professional fundralsers can be hlred on a

'comm1ss1on basis to raise funds, or -an

executive director can be gwen commmslons

- on funds ralsed
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 Private Souices of Funding

‘Private sources of assistance must be

counted on for funding, e%peaally as a basis

for matching funds. Many- times, federal and -
“state funds. are earmarked. for projects of -
- federal .or state significance: Private sources

will include nonprofit agencies (local, state
wide, national), foundations, and corpora--

tions (usually these give to projects where ’
they have an interest, including communities . .
‘where:employees live). Fundralsmg events:
~offer the po%mbﬂlty of addltlonal income and' .
'exposure v :

Public SOll'l;I;CES: of Funding -

and StOI‘lES, enhancmg visitor experlences at

ex1st1ng interpretive sites and fac1I1tles,
creating opportunities to-tell eléments of

- story not currently being told, and trans- .
_ forming individual experiences into a

- comprehensive Allegheny Experience, Trail

interpretation complements the Path of

- Progress Auto Tour Route by prov1dmg

alternative transportation closely related to
past eras. It provides modern users an -

association with less frantic- lifestyles by

offering a_slow paced, intimate experience

- with the sights, sounds and qmells of the

The primary sour‘cé% of government funding - -

T

include the ISTEA' Enhancemerits P rogram,
through the Department of Transportatlon
Symm’s Recreational Trails Fund; and"

~ Keystone Program Funds through the:
. Department of Conservahon and Natural -
oo Resources

Appendix E contains information on grant-
writing, fundra151ng training, nonprofit and .
foundation assistance, commonwealth oppor—

tunities, and federal a551stance programs

'INTERPRETAVTION OF

HERITAGE LINKAGES

Fhe hentage of Pennsylvanla is more than a-
few sites. It is a. total experience acquired

through riding horseback on roadbeds
abandoned by’ steam locomotives, canoelng

- canals and streams that floated. ore and
. produce to market, or walklng the trails of

Indians. and pioneers and talking to the

‘people who brought character to the region.

Providing land-based, water-based ~and ra1l

- excursion linkages through the region will -

physically and interpretively provide a

common thread to the region’s resources. .

: 'areas I‘ESOUI‘CGS

“The pnmary goal of trail 1nterpretat10n is to

instill an: understandmg and appreciation of -

'~ the heritage value of trail corridors which -
~will also develop public support for
: preservmg them. Interpretation provides

informalion: about trail management policies
and decmons to trail users-and the public so
they are more likely to understand and
accept controverslal uses and restrictions,

‘Successful. 1nterpretat10n that melds trail -

resources, users, managers, and nelghbors

.into a team dedicated to achlevmg these
- goals'does not just happen —.it is planned.

: Inferpreﬁve I’la,nning B

An 1nterpret1ve plan transforms 1nterpret1ve
goals and visions into_a logical and .

. achlevable schedule -of actions that enables

- trail managers to make informed decisions..

The planning team analyzes the need for -
interpretive facilities that communicate
information to enrich future trail user . :
experiences: The plan establishes thematic' |
unity by blending: interpretation intoa

" harmonic program; it may also be used to
‘coordinate interpretation with nearby ‘trails

to avoid duplication or omission of

- 1mportant StOI‘leS
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Planntng PrdceSs_ Tasks

i Effectlve plannmg follows a systemahc
. process of related tasks

Identify sigmﬁc’ance of.'natural cultural,

and recreational resources- of the corrldor o

and. v1ewshed

Descnbc issues and problems that may

-affect trail design ‘and implementation. -

‘Identify potential trail users and their

" informational and interpretive needs.’

‘Cléarly define. themes/messages/stories to

- be commumcated to tra11 users.

Dcscrlbe the desired sen%ory, intéllectual,

~and émotional exper1ences that will be

- available to trail users

- Describe: desired future conditions — -

project goals and objectives = to be.

- accomplished through the 1nterpret1ve

program.

Develop interpretive strategle';/facﬂltles
that best provide infermation, communi--

" cate themes, and aclneve desired v1s1tor

expenences for trail users.

Draft plan and submit for plannmg team
and trail manager review and: comment.

: ] Sign's‘ h ‘

Slgns are the most often used and mlsused-
trail interpretive devices. Establishing trail
. system sign standards-to meet the followmg

guidelines should be mcluded in the trail -

design proce%

Fach 51gn should. servc a spemﬁc purpow ,
-and convey a short message '

Signs to be. 1ead from’ motor veh1cle9
should use letter forms and symbols that.

communicate quickly; pedestrian signs -
may be more complex and subtle.

Sign face should be 51mple .and unclut-
-tered and use color-and texture to invite -

interest and provide emphasm, varlety,

: umty, depth and mood.-.

lhferpretuﬁqn of- Héritdge Linkages

~.m Use graph1cs text, and color to develop a

~ visual sequence, begmnmg with a strong
“focal point and ﬂowmg through the sign.

N Sigih matcrlal size, color, and texture
should complement surrounding environ-
- ment, architetture and-trail themes.

u Keeping- 51gns 51mple and inexpensive w111
" ensure prompt replacement whe
: vandahzed

Waymde Exhlblts Wayslde exh1b1t9 are most’
often used as stand alone interpretive
devices interpreting specific sites and stoties

~* and may be constructed from a variety of

. materials, colors, and textures to allow :
" unobtrusive.adaptation to-almost any

physical/environmental location, Waysides
are extremely effective as orientation or
trailhead devices that invite use and intro-
duce the theme of the trail. Good. exh1b1ts

. are located where they can be_readily seen .

and focus visual attention on prominent

- features or sites they interpret. Liberal use.of -
“photos, art, maps, and high readability type

- make waysides an excellent medium for .
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visitors with learning and hearing impait-
ments. Utilization of ‘a provocative title,

" minimal text, active language, and impact
‘producing- graphics Lff1c1ent1y use the hmlted B

, .slgn 5pace

,Pubhcatlons Pubhcatlons are wcll ‘;ulted for
presenting, sequentlal materlal dlrectmg trall

. -users from point to pomt and conveying
- abstract ideas and concepts. Small unit costs

make publications. economical. Classic simpli-
city of design .can be. achleved by keeping

~text, illistrations, and open spaces equally
"proportlonate Conslderatlon should also be
given’ the followmg

B Text- matter should be excmng, concisely
edited, with titles and-subtitles that are
provocative, specific, and ‘clear, and

~ should support a central theme that-
unifies the'st’ory being interpreted.

L) Illustranons should be used sparmgly to

enhance the- text message and to pr0v1de
visual 1dlef

I»General 91’(6 brochures with. text that 19 . .
not tied to.specific trail stops work . -



- Audio 1nterpretahon is-best used at historic =~
sites where a combrnatron of srghts, sounds
-music, and voices re-cieate missing elements

: especrally well for nature themes, vrsrtors '

~read text and expefience sites at their own . . -

' pace and locatron of chorce

mA varrety of publications such as glveaway.

maps, 1nexpensrve booklets, and books

g “Audio Statrons The potentral for visual or:
~ sound intrusions and the expense of

necessary’ backup equrpment perlodrc '

) “mamtenance, regular monitoring, and a * '
:power source may curtail the use of audro -

stations in many. trarl interpretive programs

of past lifestyles to make the site come alive
for visitors. Audio stations may be used - -

effectively in locations where a wide variety .

of information must be updated frequently

.at a low cost:-Sound offers the opportunrty

to- introduce specral effects and music that-

: evokes emotlonal reactions and helghtens

the  authenticity and effectrveness of other

: medra such as waysrde exhrbrts

:l Short Verbal commentary and mstructlons,j

less than three minutes, can be offered. .
visitors while-they have an unrnterrupted
view of the subject.

| | First- and second- person ‘narration’ may be

used to transport people through time -
and place S

Accesmblhty A goal of trall mterpretahon

should be to provide the ‘highest level.of
~. accessibility possible and feasible for pcople »

with visual, hearing, mobxhty, and mental .

- impairments while conserving trail resources

and, preserving the quality of the tra11

A experlence for everyone. The spedal .
~characteristics of trail environments impose
.. Pparticular reasrbrhty paraméeters on ‘trail ‘use.
‘The following guidelines help achieve the

accessibility” goal by ensuring that all trail

- users have access to the same information-

necessary for a safe and meanm;aful traﬂ
experlence :

f;l Pubhcatlons should 1nclude mformatron

“on trarl accessxblhty

’ v. lnferp-refatfon'or’ ‘Herrtdgé Linkages

. Publications should. be designed with-the "

largest type size approprrate for the

~ format; special- pubhcatrons for the
~visually impaired- would be. prmted in
-18-point type. -

‘m Information contamed in short folders

: should also be avallable on audlocassette

T m lPubhcatrons should’ describe specral

services available for. hearing- or. learnrng—
1mpa1red thors :

Signs.. and waysrdes should be mstalled in
accessible locations and™ at herghts and
angles favorable for.viewing By most trail

. users, including youth and those in . .
-wheelcharrs whenever possrble

| m Trarlhead exh1b1t5 Should 1nclude an

.accesslblhty advisory.-

[ Letter type and color should ‘be selecred

" to maximize readability and leglbrhty
.under field conditions.

: ! Exhrblts and pubhcatrons should

communlcate visually, relying heavily on

o graphlcs to 1nterpret trail resources.-

" m Concise text describing. specrfrc top1cs of

" general interest should improve compre-
hension:by learnmg-rmpaired visitors:

- m.Use vandal-resistant design and .

constructron techmques

- Personal Servmes Personal contact w1th an

expert” knowledgeable with the area’s
resources and stories can be.the hlghhght of -

a trarl/excursron user’s recreational -
»experrence Personal Service mterpretatlon, -

such as walks, information desk operation; °

+ talks, or guided excursion/canoe trail -

éxperiences, often provide the only in- depth

' face-to-face contact with personnel assocrated '
with the heritage trail. Personal services-can .
‘also.be one of the most expensive
Jinterpretive techniques, unless adequately
~frained and experienced volunteers are
available. The benefits of personal services -

- should be compared to other. interpretive

" methods -and used when they are the rnost
" effective. method of providing resource

protectron, Vrsrtor safety, apprecratlon of
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LINKAGE DEVELOPMENT

resource values mformat10r1 and onentatlon,' S Personnel Gchedules should be sprepared

and commumcatmg management policies. - to make staff available as much as - ' .
" possible for direct visitor contact.

o m Personal services should attract and direct
’pubhc interest toward critical resource
values and interpretation should enhance,
not overshadow the resource bemg

" interpreted.

" ‘Pewonal services are the most flex1ble
component of interpretation and should
be used where frequent adaptation to

‘ changes are required.

B Recreational skills demon@tratlons and
workshops should include safety and
emergency preparedness information -
related to that particular activity.-

W While programs should be entertammg,
entertainment should be a means toward
an.end, not the end product '

- '® Personnel should be competent in
_interpretive skills and knowledge of
bUb]ECt matter.

m Programs should contain information to
help minimize adverbe nnpacts to area’s
resources.,

® Personal service programs should diréctly
relate to important 51te rdatcd resources
and themes
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| ',: Appemllx A. Truil"Plﬁnnfhg;'Pro,éess

Establishment of the trail planning process at

- the outset of a project lays a firm foundation
" for future trails activities. The National Park-
" Service was contracted by the Southwest
- Pennsylvania Heritage Preservation , "
. *Commission (SPHPC) to initiate Heritage Tmzls

Strengthening a Regional Community. A task

-directive (a contract between the Park Service L
‘and the SPHPC) was prepared to.identify three o

areas of focus for the plan: land-based- trails,

-water-based trails, and rail excursions. This :
- document outlined expectations for the -

committee, suggested the establishment of a-

"Heritage Trails Task Force (the task force) to

.. “ensure citizen-input, and recommended the
- use of a partner in- the SPHPC’s technical ,

o ass1stance center to coordmate activities in the '

: _reglon :

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE GOAL

The goal of Park Serv1ce 1nvolvement has been :

to  develop an adequate faundation for future’
trails -activities. Without a. good ‘organizational

.and partnership foundation, many trail . -
" initiatives fall by the wayside. The Park Service

has.strived to initiate partnershlps through the,

‘solicitation ‘of workshop sponsors, obtaining
donated artwork and photographs, and usmg

"'experts in the region to form comrmittées and’
develop and. produce portions of the plan. The

Park Service has functioned as a partner with.

' the committee by primarily offering ,
- professional experience and advice. Three areas™

of concern common to trails projects .

nahonw1de,vhave influenced 'the Park Service in -
its recommendations throughout the’ '

. development of the project: nonprofit .

o organlzatlonal incorporation, heritage resources.

and .interpretive themes and 1mplementat10n

fundmg

" NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION
-DEVELOPMENT ,

Critical to trail system success across the
country: is the establishment of viable nonprofit
orgamzatlons The Park Serv1ce has prov1ded

leadershlp to the commlttee Strong nonproﬁt

, orgamzahons with expenence in initiating

partnersh1ps and that recognize their niche in

the trails community, are known to be more.

successful at project 1mplementat10n In the .
Path of Progress region, the preservation

. commission has provided leadership to initiate

the coordination of regional activities and

* vision. This federal assistarice has’ prov1ded a

jump start to an economlcally depresscd area

" for ‘what is to be a 10- -year term. This is the - -

_period to learn and feel the power that comes’

with cooperatlon and partnership building, -

- This pattern will have to become tradition for

the region to continue along the competmve

“path to economic recovery

'HERITAGE RESOURCES AND

INTERPRETIVE THEMES

N inventory included: the initiation of citizén and N

C1t1zens of each countv developed a hentage .' :

resource inventory.. The purpose of the- -

. nonprofit involverent into the planning

- .process; a means for the. counties to articulate -
'thelr hentage as ev1denced by the landmarks,

' ) pubhc lands, architectute, personalities of the

' : themes, and’ helplng each individual initiative - :
- compete for funding- through the preservation.

county, stories, and recreational opportunities;

a way for the planning team to discern what is- -

1mportant to the people of the region; . ,
identification of heritage and interpretive -

commission, Intermodal Surface Transportatlon
Efficiency Act, the Keystone’ Recreation, Park
and Conservation Fund, and private funds. A
quick look at the raw - inventory of heritage

sites 1denhf1ed for-the counties displays an

amazing cross section of the’ region: The

~heritage sites and stories that are important to

the people span the centuries from the’ early

. ~exploration and development of the region in -
- the 17005 through the modern day. Resources
* associated with railroads, architecture R
' (1nclud1ng churches and museums) Amerlca S )
" wars, transportatlon, industrial hentage historic s
" sites and districts, covered: bridges, natural '

L resources and herxtage events were 1dent1f1ed
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This project is the first multicounty trails plan

- to be initiated with the inclusion of heritage

interpretive. themes. It is anticipated that this

- will assist individual prOJectq in competing for
. funds and support both in and out of the

region, from government and. from pnvate '

. sources. Additionally, heritage resources,

organizational contacts, and action items for

' implemen'tation‘WQre identified for each

proj ject. Their inclusion will assist projects in

rising to the top of an otherwise competitive
-pool of applications.

IMPLEMENTATION FUNDING

An ticipatodi funds for implementa tion,

©. projected to be several million dollars, will

need to be carefully lined up over the next

"several years. Even several hundred thousand
dollars -available from the commission for trails

are just a starting point for trails implemen-. "
tation. There will be competition for the -
Intermadal Surface Transportation Efficiency

Act enhancement funds, the' Symm’s portion of -
C.the. funds (theNational Recreation Trails -

Fund), as well as from both the Department of

(ommumty Affairs and and the Department.of
‘Environmental Resources Keystone Program
Funds. With some trail facilities costing over
$50,000 per mile, it is apparent that

implementation fundmg may be hard to put in -

plaus

PUBLIC lNVOLVEMENT AND
PARTICIPATION : '

The’plan‘ning process relied on public: -
involvement and participation. During the
process, the committee has grown from 15 to
75 members represeriting individuals and trails -
or gamzatlons across. the region. Local experts
aided in personalizing the plan for the région.

" Peter Barton, executive director of the Altoona
" Railroader’s Memorial Museum, was the main
contact for rail excursion. lmtlatwcs Mike Burk,

of the Benscreek Canoe Club, chalred the
water-based initiatives gommlttee Local artist -
Peniy Russell graciously produced artwork for

- the plan

The National Park Service, 'in Cooperatlon with -

the technical assistance center in Johnstown,

. developed the workshop process for mvolvmg
-the pubhc in the development of the plan,” :
- Citizen visioning workshops were held twice a- -

day over three days in three locations: Latrobe,
Johnstown, and Bedford. The Park Service set
the stage for a regional trails network and
provided leadership to the vision, goals, and

‘purposc for the region. Injtial trails mapping:

was accomplished at this time on 1:100,000
scale topographic maps.. Trail development
issues and possible solutions were brain-
stormed, and a foundation for further

_involvement was established Forms were
’prov1ded as a means to gather additional
_information on trails, roles of partners, and .~
“technical information. Turnout for the _

- workshops was excellent, with over 110 peop
" actively parhc1patmg )

Continued- 1nvolvement in thc proce% was |
through the appomted trail representative from
each county heritage committee. This person’s -

: resp0n51b111ty was to make the necessary

contacts in the County and provide to the
plannmg‘_tcam a map and listing of natural,
cultural, and-historical county resources. Later,.

they were requested to provide further detailed
-information on each trail initiative for their-

county, including information on physical

attributes, mterpretwe resources, and potential
themes for the trail. This specific information is
an 1ntegra1 porhon of the plan. :

‘_The task forc_e and committee had opporé
tunities to review the tabulation of information

and mapping. The participants in the visioring
workshops were also mailed the drdft plan for

* review. The technical assistance center

coordinated these efforts and submitted
consolidated responses to the Park Service,
which synthesized the-mapping and text
information into. a draft plan. Finally, a.
consensus building workshop was held to
explain how the comments on the draft were
incorporated into the final plan, and to receive

final public comments before going to the

printer. The plan was delivered to_the:

committee for presentation to the %uthwestern

. Pennsylvama Heritage Preservation
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GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SYSTEMS‘

B DATABASE.

(GISy databadses for use in the project. Trail -

initiatives and heritage resources were digitized = -
~-into the database. The purpose of utilizing -

these databases was to organize, analyze, and
present information. Maps were produced .

usmg AutoCAD This database is avallable from

Early in the planmng process the Park Serv1ce :
obtained two geographic information systems

Appendix A: Trail P‘Id‘nning Proce&s o

- the National Park Ser\nce ‘the Department of
o Env1ronmental Resources and from the

‘Southern. Alleghenies Planning and

Development Commission. Individuals. with'a -
GIS system can use the database, combiné it .
with other databases and produce output-at.

- any scale. In addition, -the Department of.
-« Environmental Resources can provide output -
of the rails-to- tralls portlons of the .database by

reque st.
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Appemllx B. Hernge Lmkuges

The folIOwrng is a tabulation of trail iniﬁatives ’

‘identified for the region. The name of. each: .
initiative is given; as.are a few 1mportant '

~ aspects including length, destinations, types of
use (hiking, multiple use), heritage resources
goals, and status (open, proposed). -

BEDFORD COUNTY LAND BASED
INITIATIVES

o1d Tumprke Trarl 8 miles. Breezewood to-
I-76°in Fulton County, Two tunnels, Buchanan
State Forest, Oregon Ranger Station (former .
CCC Camp and P.O.W. Camp), Woodridge

" Hollow - Railroad Lulvert Covered bndges

' Multluse Proposed

Warrrors Rldge Trall 10 mnIes SGL 73 on
Tussey Mountain. Amerlcan Indian history,
Warrior's Path Indian Trail, Captain Phillips
Rangers Memorial. Link to the Huntingdon

and Broad Top Trail: Hlkmg Proposed

'Huntmgdon and-Broad Top Rallroad Trail; 19

miles. Everett to Tatesville to Saxton, then into
" Huntingdon County. Warriors Path State Park,
. Raystown Branch of the Juniata River, o
Riddlesburg Coke Ovens, Keystone Foundry
and Machine Shop, and Evans Cemetery
Multiuse. Proposed

. Switch Back Trail. 4 mlles Hopewell to Sandy

" Run. Garlick Mine, h}gh elevation. Links with
the old logging railroads in the Wells Valley
area of Fulton County. ‘Proposed.

Garlick Mine Trail. 5 miles. SR 1025 to Garlick

. Mine. Old logging and strip mining access -
road, Proposed

Warriors Path Park Trail. 2 miles. Wamors '
~ Path State Park, Indran hlstory Mulnuse
: Proposed :

Dunnmg Creek TralI 10. rniles Reynoldsdale -
to Bedford. Historic Chalybeate Springs Hotel’

‘Bed-and-Breakfast, sheep farm tours with

working dog demonstrations. Linkages to Old

Bedford Village, Summer Stock Theatre
Multiuse. Proposed :

Oppenhelmer Tra11 4 miles. Oppenhelmer
Run. Link. with Dunning Creek Trall Rail trail.
Proposed

‘ .Imlertown Road Trail ‘3 1ni1es Imlertown Run‘-‘
- Link with the Dunning Creek Trail at Yount.

Ra11 trail. Proposed

,Seven—Mlle Trall 7 m11es Link Bedford Fort

Bedford Bedford Qpnngs -and Pahence

The Flre Tower Trail. 7 mrles Route 30 at

Lakewood Reservoir to Bedford Fairgrounds.

Link Lincoln Highway and. tralls in the reglon

" Hiking. Proposed

' -,Boone Trail. 2 miles. Bedford Falrgrounds to .

'.Kmton Knob Fire Tower. Natural and scemc _
area Hlkmg Proposed .

) Kmton Knob Trail. 1 mlle Fire Tower and
Boone Trails to Route 30. Hiking, Proposed

Water Pipe Trail. 6 miles. Bedford Spnngs

" Resort Golf Course to Bedford Sportsman’s

Club. Natutral. and scenic area. Hlklhg

Proposed

: Slag Pile Tra11 6 mll es. Bedford Spnngs Golf

Course area. Loop Hrklng Proposed

' ,C&O Hook- up Trail. Crystal Spring at the

Bedford Springs Hotel to Rainsburg to Mason

Dixon Line at-the Maryland Green Ridge State ™’

Forest. CCC Camp;, first trading post in
Bedford Cournty, Hewitt Bridge, Sweet Root

" Picnic Area, Virgin Forest of the Sweet Root
Natural Area, Pine Rldge Natural Area,

surveyor's marker on the. Mason Dixon Line.

-+ .Potential hnkage w1th C&O Towpath H}ktng
. Proposed

‘ Squur Springs Trail. 6 miles. Sulfur Spnngs to

Herlinte Covered Bndge near SR 31. Shawnee.

- State Park. Two bed-and-breakfast inns, Coral

Caverns and Grav1ty Hlll Hiking, Proposed.:

i‘ .Mulllgan s Cove Trail. 19 m1les Buffalo Mrlls
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to Sulfur Springs: Linkages with other trarls v

_nearby Multluse Proposed



old Stage Coach Trail. 2 m1les Snufftown to-

ull1gan Cove Road Mulhuse Proposed

. Sand Sprmg Trail. 19 miles. Snufftown to
-+ Route. 220 below Centervrlle H1lqng Proposed

‘Eagle Vista Tra11 4.5 miles. Snufftown to
'Mulhgan s Cove Road. SGL 48, scenic. crest
: prped spnng Hlkmg Proposed

Buffalo Valley Trail. 14 miles. Manns Choice
to-Hyndman. Rallroadmg lustory Rarl trall

Proposed.

* Sujar Hollow Trail. 1.5'miles. Route 96 and
- .Tiger Valley Road to Route 96 and Tar Water

Valley Road Multiuse. Proposed

- Tar Water Trarl 14 mlles Route 96 and Tar

Valley Road loop trail. SGL.- 104 hog farm
Multiuse. Proposed

- .Trger Valley Tra11 7 miles. Wills Creék at 8 S
- Route 96 loop. Tiger Rum,. Coughenour Rldge '

SGL 104. Multmse Proposed

:»The Old Mail Trail.. 7 rn1les Centervrlle to .

Hyndman. History of mail dehvery by rnules
H1l<1ng Proposed

-Bethel Church Trarl 1. 5 rnlles Bethel Chureh
' off Route 220 to State Line Trail. SGL 48.
AHrkmg Proposed

Summlt Trarl 2 mlles Route 220 to L1ttle Knoll B
© Trail. Hrkmg Proposed '

Steep Face Tra1l 1.6 rrules Route 96 to State ‘

- Lme Trarl Hrklng Proposed

‘ thtle Knoll Trall 2 5 mlles Route 220 south 0f7

Centervrlle Loop Hiking. Proposed.

Penn'Centr-al RR Trall. S,mlles..Hynd:man"to '

Route 96 at Mason Dixon line. Wills Creek,

- Crooks Mills, B&O Railroad ‘Track. Links with.
" Somerset County and other proposed trails.

- Covered bridge, rarlroad hlstory Rarl tra1l
. Proposed ’ : : A

: Cumberland Trarl 4 nules Route 96 at Palo

Alto to Route 96 at Hyndman Hlklng
Proposed

. Appendix B: Heritage linkoges -

‘State Lme Trail. 6 miles. Snufft0wn on Route

220 to Wills Mountain at Mason Dixon L1ne

‘Hrlqng Proposed

01d Bédford Village Trail, 3 miles. Ford

‘Bedford Park to-Old Bedford Village. Raystown
- Branch of Juniata River, Bedford Historic |
" District. Potential linkage with Bedford to-

- Everett Railroad Trail- Mulﬁnuse._,P-roposed....

lBLAIR COUNTY LAND BASED
|NIT|ATIVES o

’Lower Trail.: From Wllhamsburg to Alexandna '

11 miles, the theme is “From Canal*To Rail To -

Trail.” Remnants-of 1830s canal and rallroads

oMb Etna Iron Furnace, limestone quarry Open

‘Junmta Canal Raxl Trall erharnsburg to
”Holhdaysburg Extension of Lower Trail, Canoe

LreeK ‘md[e It ar;\, river access. Prooosed

‘, New Portage Rail. Trail. Hollrdaysburg to .
" Allegheny Portage Railroad National Historic

Site. Links Lower Tral and Maln Lme Trall

e PropOSed
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Roanng Sprmg Tra11 Proposed

vIrvona Branch Ra11 Trail. Roots to Coalport

crosses into Cambria County. Potentia] lmkage_ o

with Logan Valley Electric Trail. Proposed.

Logan Valley Electrric"('trolley line trail). -

Altoona to Tyrone. Potential lrnkage to Trvona -
Branch Trarl

Tyrone Trall System Urban trarls to hnk wrth '
- Tyrone Reservair Park, ‘Tyrone Historic District,

Tyrone Historic Railroad Park, Bud Shuster

~ Intermodal .Center, Logan Valley. Electric Trarl
-Natwe Amencan Trarls Proposed



o A.PPENDIXES;

'CAMBRIA COUNTY. LAND BASED
‘ INITIATIVES

Mam Llne Trail. Allegheny Portage Rarlroad to”

Cresson to South Fork. Little Conemaugh

- River, Tunnelhill. Future. hnkage with.Lower .
© Trail and east-west trail system. Proposed.

. Route of the Flood Trail. St, Michael to South

Fork to Seven Arch Bridge in Johnstown.

. olnterprets the 1889 Flood, links w1th east-west "

tratl system Proposed

Portage Trail. Portage to. Martlndale Lmks

- with Mainline Trail. Proposed

: ,Cambrra and Indiana Rail Trarl Fbensburg to

Mine 33 to White Mill. Links thh Rexis Branch

' Trall Proposed

- Southern Cambria County Lmk Trail. Mmeral
Point to Mylo Park and at the halfway point it -
- splits off to Nanty Glo. Links with Ghost Town :

Trail and Route of the Flood Trail.

_ Ghost Town Trail. Nanty Glo to D1lltown in

Indiana County Along . Blacklick Creek, ghost
towns, Eliza Iron Furnace, future extenslons
east and west. Open

_ ‘.‘Conemaugh Greenway Johnstown to Seward
~and west to Saltsburg. Lonemaugh River,
Conemaugh Gorge, linkages with Route of the

Flood Trail, Indiana County trail system.
Proposed.: - e

VJohnstown Saddle Club Trails Network.

Equestrian tra_11 system. Open.

Jim Mayer Rlverswalk Trarl 12 miles. Urban

rail trail in Johnstown along Stonycreek River.

Linkage potential with Sculpture Trail and
Conemaugh Greenway. Open. - '

‘ AJames Wolfe Sculpture Trail. 1 mile. Along
~ Stonycreek River.at Indined Plane. Linkage
" potential with Conemaugh Greenway. Ope‘n. '

' Stackhouse Park Trails. ]ohnstown CCC
' structures Open.

Cambrla Herghts to Hmkstown Dam Vlews of .

Johnstown. Proposed

Prlnce Gallitzin Trails Network. Three spokes:
Prince Gallitzin State Park to Patton Trail, to
Drmehng, and to Bellwood Proposed '

Lost Mountam, Trarl 'Extensmn_, to Prince -

' Gallitzin State Park. SGL 184 to SGL 158 Fire

Tower, linking Prince Gallitzin and Black -
Moshonnan State Parks. Hiking and
conservation along the Allegheny Front.

Proposed

Allegheny Mountam Trall Blue Knob State
Park to SGL 184. With the Lost Mountain Trail,
will form.a major link along the interstate

- (West Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania, New

- York) Allegheny Front Trail-System. Proposed "

Irvona’ Branch Rarl Tra1l C oalport to Roots.

, Proposed

' Klttannmg Trail. Old Indian: path traversmg '

east- west. Open in parts o ~

FAYETTE COUNTY LAND BASED

‘ INITIATIVES

‘ -Youghxogheny vaer Trall 43'miles, South

~ Section: Confluence.to Connellsville: North

. Section: Connellsville to McKeesport. Rail trail
_along Yough River. View of rafters, Kayakers,

tubers, and tanoelsts Numerous side trails,

' “high bridge, boat takeouts. Future l1nkage to

Pittsburgh, Allegheny Highlands Trail and

- C&O Towpath Proposed and open semons

tIndlan Creek Valley Rail Trall 5 mlles
Champion to Indian Head. Potential lmkage to

Yough Trarl Rail trall Open

Overholt Tra1l Adelalde to Scottdale Rall trarl
Llnks with Yough Trall Proposed

Dawson to Vanderbllt Trall Llnks wrth Yough

k Trail. Proposed.

Washrngton Grist M1ll Trail. Grist Mrll Lmks ,

~ with Yough Trail. Proposed

,FM&P Ra1l Trarl Rall with trail: South
* Connellsville to Fairchance. Rail trail:
Fairchance to Point Marion. Tunnel, parallels
* Cheat River for 4 miles. Linkage wrth Yough

. Trcul Proposed
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“ Link Trail. 68 miles. CreenWOOd F{irnace to. . _‘

Cowans Gap State Park.. Charcoal flats,
Appalachian Range, Rothrock & Buchanan .
State Forests. Links Mid State and. Tuscarora

" Trails. Hlkmg Open

: Terrace Mountam Trall 18 mlles Saxton fo . .
" Trough Creek State Park to Bum Road.
'Rothrock State Forest Hrkmg Open, -

Terrace Mountam Trail Extensron 12 mlles .

~Bum- Road tg. Dam to River Point Access

Rothrock. State Forest; Raystown Lake, -

) Raystown Dam,- hydropower station, wetIands

Link:to ]umata Rlver Hrkmg Open R

‘Loggers Trail. 3 miles. Susquehannock ‘
. Campground to Seven Points: Raystown Lake,
. 'forest 1ndustry Hrkmg Open

. Jackson Trail. 3 miles. From Jo Hays Vista to
Mid-State Trail. Crest of Tussey Ridge, Shaver’s *

Creek Valley, Rothrock State Forest. Links two -

K segments of the Mid- State Trall Hrkrng Open. :

'One Thousand Steps Trail. 1 mile. Jacks ,
‘Narrows at base to old engine house at top of -
]ack’s Mountain: ]unrata River, water gap,.

ganister quarrying, brickmaking, Preserve and

N 'restorc h}storlc trail. PropOsed

Greenwood Spur Tra11 5 milés. Greenwood

- Furnace to Alan Seeger Natural Area. Links

w1th Mid State and Link Tralls Hlklng Open

"Colhers Trall Greenwood F urnace State Park
_HJkJng Proposed :

: Harry s Valley Trarl 17 mrles Barree to Stone :
~Valley Recreational Area. Use existing forest - -
‘roads: Rothrock State Forest. Link with Mrd

v State Tra11 Multruse Proposed

-/ Huntingdon and Broad _Top Railroad Trail
- (H&BT). 8 miles. Saxton. to, Broad Top City.

Follows county heritage tour route. Potential

'hnkage to Robertsdate. Coal mlnrng, coke

ovens. Rail trail. Proposed

EBT Extensmn 8 mlles Orbrsoma to ‘

.Robertsdale to Wood. Historic narrow’ gauge

RR: Potential linkage with H&BT Tra.ll

v.INDIANA COUNTY LAND BASED

3 INITIATIVES

Ghost Town}T,raiI. Nanty Glo to Dilltown. .

Blacklick Creek, AMD, ghost towns; iron-

.‘makmg, lumbermg, raﬂroadmg, watchable
.w11d11fe Ra11 trail. Open

Ghost Town Trail Future Extensmn 20 nules
. Dilltown to Black Lick. Blacklick Creek, ghost:
"7 town of Claghorn, Buena Vista Tron Furnace,
-~ site of Josephine Blast Furnace, SGL 276.
Interpret changes in iron furnace technology
. throughout corndor Rail, trail (st111 acttve)
Proposed ' v

Rex1s Branch Vrntondale to Rt 422 Rall trarl

-Open

" Rexis Branch Extensmn 20 miles: Route 422 to

Manver: Station. Mining towns abandoned
mines, Strip mines, impacts on. euvrronrnent

'Rarl trall Proposed

VlSlOl‘l Tra11 20 nnles 1 Manver Statlon to .
Clymer to Indiana. 2-Manver Station to ..
Heilwood. Two Lick Creek, Two Lick”

'Reservou, Sample Run, Indiana County alrport

 SGL 248, deep mine openmgs Multruse

- Proposed

Clymer Tra11 Dlxonvﬂle to Clymer Rarl tra11

: Proposed

Creeksrde Extensron 6 mrles Creekslde to

- Indiana. Blue.Spruce. County Park, mining

town of Ernest. Rail trail (hne strll actrve)

Pro posed

Indlana - Homer City Pedestrlan / Brkeway
5 miles, Homer City Power Plant within view:
Link with Rt. 119 greenway and. creeksrde
extensron Mul‘nuse Proposed :

"‘“Route 119 Gleenway 13 miles. Homer- Crty to
"~ Blairsville:: Homer City Power Plant, Graceton
_ coke ovens, Blacklick Creek Chestnut Rldge

Multruse Proposed

»Yellow Creek Trarl 8 miles. Homer City to

Yellow Creek State Park: Ewmgs Mill, fishing -
in Yellow Creek. Link with Homer City —

" Indiana Ped / Bikeway" and Rt 119 greenway
Multiuse. Proposed T :
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_Umontown Heritage Trail. Rail trall
“circumvents Uniontown. Interprets coal and
coke industry, National Road, downtown
'walkmg tour. Proposed.

Brown’s Run Trail. Smrthﬁéld to Shoaf to
~ Ronco on the Monongahela River. Rail trail,
' coke ovens. Lmk to FM&P Trail. Proposed

’Redstone ‘Creek Rail Trail. Brownwrlle to -

. Uniontown. Rail trail, National Road. Link to’

-~ FM&P Trail. Proposed.
" Dunlap Creek Rail Trail. Brownsville to
Leckrone, Rail trail, National Road. Link'to -
Brown’s Run Trail. Proposed.

_' Luzerne Park Trails. Brown%vrlle Open

'Quebec Run Trail. Forbe% %tate }"oreet Open

- FULTON COUNTY LAND BASED
"INITIATIVES

; Tuscarora B‘1g Blue Trail. 90 miles total. Hiking = °

trail along eastern county linc. Links to

Maryland and West Vlrgrma SGL 124; Cowans

Gap, Colonel Denning, and Fowlers Hollow -
State Parks; Tuscarora and Buchanan State -
»Forests Scenic views, watchable w1ldhfe Open

. Reichly Brothers Rail Tra11 Oregon CCC
Camp, logging. Potential linkage with South
‘Penn Railroad and. Old- Turnprke Trail.

. Proposed

Carl Jarrett Trail. Mcadow (Jrounds Open

Sldelmg Hill Trail. Along the crest of Sldclmg

~ Hill Mountain.. SGL 49 and 65 Buchanan State
v Pore@t Proposed. . .

Forbes Road Hrstonc Tra11 29 mrle% Open

Old Turnpike Trail. 14 mrles Buchanan State

~ Forest, Srdehng Hrl Mountain. Propoaed

: "Cowans Gap State Park Tralls There are- a
-number of attractive and well mamtarned trails

open for use in the park

" Appendix B: Herimge Linkpges‘

HUNTINGDON COUNTY LAND BASED

-INITIATIVES '

'prer Trall 11 miles. Wi]liaméburg to
- Alexandria,
_furnaces, canal remnants,. Alexandria Historic -

crosses into Blair County. Iron

District. Open.

Lower Tra11 Extension. 5 miles. Alexandna to
Petersburg. Juniata River, canal. remnants. Rarl

trail. Proposed

PRR Trail. 19 miles. Petersburg to Huntmgdon :

to Mt. Union. Juniata River, Rothrock State

Forest, active main line railroad. Visionary rail
with trall : :

Warrior Ridge Trail. 7- miles. Alexandria to-
Huntingdon. Warrior Ridge, Juniata Iron -
Works, Juniata River, Neff’s Bridge, Pulpit
Rocks NHL. Follows old Cambria, Huntingdon,

* Indiana Turnpike. Former canal and rail route.
Lmkage with Lower Trarl Hiking, Proposed

~ Smithfield Tra11 1 mrle Huntmgdon 4th St. to

State Correction Institute (SCI). Juniata River,

_old canal, and rarlroad route. Link with -

Huntmgdon Trail. Multluse Proposed.

_ H\mtmgdon Trail. 1 mrle Huntingdon 4th St
to Portstown/ Smithficld. Link Portstown Park

with historic ‘district and Smithfield Trail.
Historic district. Conrarl rarl w1th trail..

: Vmonary

Lions ‘Back Trail. Bl mile. Huntlngdon Flagpole
Hill behind hospital, across Lions Back to Peace'
Chapel Hrkmg Opw '

' ‘Blair Trail: 3 miles. Blarr Park to Blackb Bndge

(PA 26). Improvements and extension. Stone -
Creek, Valley Rural Electric. Proposed.

. Mld State Trall 47 rruIef in county. Water

Street NLE. to West Rim Trail (N. of Blackwell). .
Links with Greenwood qur and Link Trail. -

* Hiking. Open. .

. Mid- State Trarl EXtenSron 32 miles in county

Water Street S. to Lake Raystown and Bedford

k v(_ounty Tussey Mountain, SGL 118 and 73,

views . of Raystown Lake. Potential. hnkage with
~Lower Trail, Bedford County extension to the
C&O Towpath Hrkmg Propmed ’
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»Conemaugh Rlver ‘Greenway. 50 m1les Seward

to Saltsburg. Preserves and interprets the old™
Pennsylvama Main Line Canal corridor and . |
succeeding ra1lroad1ng Incorporates the Trail of

_v'.Transportatlon Boat access. Mult1use Proposed.

Cush Creek Trall Glen Campbell to Mahaffey
. Rarl trall Proposed

" Bear Run Trall Cloe to McGees Mrlls Ra1l R
-~ trail. Proposed

.. 10 Mlle Trall 10 miles. ]acksonvrlle to ]ackson
" Mine. Mining towns, beny piles, impact-of ‘coal
- mining on environment. Link to Path of
Progress Multiuse. Proposed : '

: Shelocta to’ Clarksvtlle Ra11 Trall 15 mrles =
Lrnk with Path of Progress Rarl tra1l Proposed

Sagamore to ]uneau Rail Traﬂ 27 mlles
MeCormick Mansion, Amish farm country,
Mahoning Creek, old mining towns, Keystone

" Lake, Bullfrog Campground: Potential link with ) -

Baker Trail.and Great Shamokln Rall Trall to

g Allegheny Rlver Proposed

. Baker Trail. 15 miles in county‘.‘ Near,'we_ste'rn_ . ) '

Indiana ;County’ line. ~Hiking. Open. ,

 SOMERSET" COUNTY LAND BASED
INITIATIVES.

Allegheny Hrghlands Trall 60 mlles

.Mason-Dixont Line to Meyersdale to Rockwood
- to. Confluence. Rail trail along the Casselman

River, railroad depots, codl mining remnants.

, “MMqumghnmumdc&ormqmm .
* - (Pittsburgh to Washington, D. C.). Rail trail.
A Proposed and openin. sectlons

lYoughrogheny Rlver Trarl 6 mrles in county.

Link to.Allegheny Highlands Trail and Laurel

_ . Highlands Trail. Rail. tra1l Proposed and open
g A1n sectlons ‘

PW&-S Rarlroad Blke Tralls, 33 rn1les Laurel
- Hlll State Park Cornplex Ma orlty is in

- "Appendix B: Heritdge Linkages - -

xWestmoreland County Linkage w1th L1ncoln

Highway ‘State Heritage Park. Transportatlon

-conservation,. and natural resources themes

Mountain brkmg Open

‘Laurel nghlands Hlkmg Trail. 70 miles..
- 'Ohiopyle Staté Park to Seward. Laurel _
-.'Mountain, Conemaugh: Gorge. Links with
_ - Lincoln Highway Heritage Park, Seven Spnngs
" Ski, Resort Yough Trail: H1k1ng Open.. = -

» fBlue Lick Creek: Trall 3 miles. Sahsbury ;
Junction to Berkleys Mill. Link Meyersdale to
 Maple Valley Park, Meyersdale viaduct,

Allegheny H1ghlands Tra1l Multluse Proposed

v. Buffalo Creek Trall 7 thiles. Garrett to Berlm o
- Link to Allegheny Hrghlands Trarl Multiuse.
. Proposed : ,

]enner-meoln Hlkmg Blkmg Trail. 11 miles. -

- Enoch to Ferrellton. Boswell Historic District,
_mining towns, ‘Somerset Historical Center. Link
~with Path of Progress. Multruse Proposed

. Quemahomng Hlkmg/Blkmg Trail. 2 5 mlles.' '

Boswell Borough to Rt. 219. Former path of

*coal.trains exiting the Boswell and Jenners’

mines. Follows Quemahoning Creek' through' o

- remote region. Boswell Historic District: Link
_w1th Ienner Llncoln Trail. Ra1l tra1l Proposed. -~ -

" Motonzed Tralls

e Forbes. State Forest’ snowmobﬂmg trails.
- 70-miles. Laurel Ridge, Laurel Hill,- and
Kooser' State Parks. Open :

7-snnms

& Fach state parl( in: the county has skl trarls
“Hidden Valley Ski Resort trails S
‘Seven Springs Ski Resort trails
Pipeline Ski Trails , : ,
... — parallel to Laurel nghlands Trail
- & Davisdonville Streetcar/Trolley. Trail:
. Jerome to Kelso, this trail: could link to - :
the Jim Mayer Riverswalk Trailin - | -
_Cambria County.. Multiuse. Proposed.




APPENDIXES

WESTMORELAND COUNTY
LAND-BASED INITIATIVES

* Youghiogheny River Trail. North
_section-Connellsville to, McKeesport Rail trail.

Open.

PW&S Railroad Bike Trail. 41 miles. Laurel
- Hill State Park Complex, state forest, logging .
" railroad remnants. Logging railroad. history,
* resource exploitation for industrialization,

¢contemporary stewardship of natural resources.

Mountain brke Proposed and open sections.

Loyalhanna Creeks1de Trall.‘3 m1les.'Latrobc_ E

: Marguente Tra il (Norvelt to Marguerlte)

Little Sew1ck1ey Creek Trall (Greensburg to.
'_Gratztown near Youghlogheny River- Tra1l)

Blg Sew1ckley Creek Tra1l (Youngwood to .
. Gratztown near the Youghiogheny River
- Trail). 16 miles. Belles Mills Covered Bridge,
crossing of Braddocks Trail, Markle Plantation,
Pawpaw Grove, Alum Rocks. Multiuse.

West Point Trail (Youngwood to West Point‘).

Mt. I’leasant Trail, (Hunker to Mt. Pleasant to
Scottdale) .

to Rt. 982. Legion-Kéener Park, Monroe Street

Neighborhood Park; Loyalhanna Creek. Heavy ,'

mdustry, greenbelt. Multiuse. Open

Loyalhanna Trail Extensxon Saltsburg to
Latrobe. Route 982 to PW&S Trail. Proposed

‘ Loyalhanna Nature Tra1l 1 mile. us Route 30
~at Walnut Street in Ligonier. Loyalhanna-

Creek, Lincoln nghway corridor, swinging.
Hfootbridge, self-guided interpretive loop trail,"
ﬂoodplam ecalogy, ﬁshmg Multluse Open

Overholt Trail. Broadford to Scottdale
. Saltsburg to Export to Trafford Rarl Trall

Tinker's Run Commumty Trail. Irwin to
North Huntmgdon Town%hrp

' Forbes Trall

Braddock’s Crossmg Trail. Madison’ to ,
~Braddock Cro%mg Trail Park near McKeeeport

Indian Creek Valley Rall Trail. 5 nnles Kregar-‘ -

to Champ1on Multiuse.. Proposed.

‘ Conemaugh River Greenway Trail. 50 nnles
~Seward to Saltsburg. Preserves and interprets
. the old Pennsylvania Main Line Canal corridor

and succeedmg rarlroadmg Boat access.

: Multruse Proposed. -

Sewickley. Creek Watershed Trails Network

60 mlleb total Proposed

. Mammoth Trail (Youngwood to Mammoth
- Park). 7 miles. Conrail Park, Youngwood

History and Railroad Museum, Westmoreland

. Community- College coke ovens ‘wetlands,”
‘ watchable wildlife. Rail trall

Five Star Trail (Greensburg to Youngwood to.

New Stanton) 6 miles.. Conrail Park,
Youngwood History and Railroad Museum,
Youngwood Community Park and Pool, New

~.Stanton Park Rarl trarl (lme still actlve)

Carpentertown Trall (Youngwood to
Carpentertown) ' : : :

BEDFORD COUNTY WATER BASED
INITIATIVES

Shawnee Lake A sinall but pretty lake located
. near Schellsburg, it is good for canoemg and *
o ﬁehmg : :

Raystown Branch of the Juniata River. A
"scenic river. that is navigable from east of = -
Everett north to Warriors Path State Park and
into Lake Raystown, it offerq a pleasant
flatwater paddle with many access points.
- There are many pleasant day trips available _
offering. a look-at the local hentage including
"~ Fort Bedford Juniata C rossing, and the town of
EBverett, the scene of early conflicts between.
) European settlers and Native Americans in this
- . area. Fishing and swmnmng addmonal '
,mcentlves .

) Dunning Creek. Tlris is a small creek that is -
- runnable only during periods of high water. - -
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X ",;BLAIR COUNTY WATER BASED
INITIATIVES

""Frankstown.Brarlch of the Juniata River.
. Flowing out of Canoe Creek State Park, and -
“runnablé during the spring, the Frankstown

-Branch is primarily flatwater with some riffles. .

' vGood opporturiities for paddlers that feel
‘ comfortable in movmg water .

CAMBRIA COUNTY WATER BASED
) INITIATIVES

’ . Conemaugh Rlver. Great.:s'c_errery;of'the '. . )
Conemaugh Gap, this is primarily.a class I
: stream with some class 1I whitewater -

, South Fork of the Little Conemaugh
(Beaverdale to South Fork). Navrgable durmg
spring, runoff, this river is famous because it is
‘the river impounded to. form Lake" Conemaugh

© - which subsequently burst its dam during the

' Great Johnstown Flood of 1889..This stream -
offers. class III whitewater below the Flood
Memorlal dam, and allows the paddler access -

to a perspective on the flood. disaster that is = -

-not avallable to the Iand based visitors.

. North Fork of the Little Conemaugh (W]Imore
‘to Summerhill}. anarﬂy flatwater, this
attractive stream is runnable only through

" March or- early Aprrl " -

’ Glendale Lake. A pretty mountain lake in a
‘rural setting of northern Cambria county, it

suffers from overcrowding, but qohtude is

- available to beekers

Stonycreek Rrver The Stonycreek in Cambria - -

County is primarily flatwater with some class
and II rapids. The run from the Riverside
Bridge to the Incline Plané’is relatively easy -
and' provides an interesting paddle through
Johnstown., Runnable through early to mrd
May.

a Appéhdi*.’ B: Heritage LIr‘Ikcgés

"FAYETTE COUNTY WATER BASED

INITIATIVES

Monongahela River. Flowing along the .
- westerh edge of Fayette County from the.

confluence with the Cheat Riyver at Point
Marion north to Belle Vernon, the -
Monongahela is a large. river. from thch the
industrial history of western Pennsylvama is
apparent. Runnable year-round, river locks,
huge barges, powerboats and potentially fatal
low head dams- reduire detailed trip plannmg
Known as an amazmg river experience.

-Youghrogheny River Reservmr The. Corps of B
Engineers dam has created a lake popular with,
‘powerboaters, with many cabins’ along the

_ banks. There are many access points with -

ﬁshmg as an added opportumty

; :»Youghlogheny Rrver ',

Middle Youghlogheny (Conﬂuence to
“ Ohiopyle). The river flows out of the
Youghioghény:dam and is soon joined. by .-
. the Casselman River. Primarily - class II,

o escalatmg to-class 1II at high water. It is a

“good. river for intermediate paddlers to.
- develop their whitewater skills. Local
' paddling schools and rentals are available as
~well as'a parallel bicycle trail that runs to
‘ Ohropyle and beyond :

vLower Youghrogheny (Ohropyle below the
~ falls to Bruner Run). One of* the most -

popular whitewater rivers in the United - -

States, with a quota system for rafts and .

~ hardboaters as well'as a mandatory shuttling -

in the:summer months. Expect class m+ -
with- cla%s IV at hrgh water

: Bottom Youghlogheny (Bruner Run fo
Whitset). Primarily a rural flatwater class 111
river; a portage is required around the dam

-in South Connellsville. The river is easy, the .
“scenery pleasant, and-the fishing excellent.
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. HUNTINGDON COUNTY -
| WATER-BASED INITIATIVES

Athat can be run in sprmg or after heavy rain. .

- The Ghost Town, Trail parallels the North and

thtle ]umata Rlver From Tyrone to Petersburg. .

Frankstown Branch of the ]umata River. From
Frankstown to Petersburg. Passes through
Alexandna s Hlstonc Dlstnct

Raystown Branch of the ]uma’ca River. From
the Raystown Lake dam to Ardenherm at the

; ]umata

]uniata’ River. This is a ~s.lo,‘v\:r~‘~ﬂowing river that.
. provides good touring opportunities for flat.

water paddlers There are many.access pomt%

_on the river and are a-variety of day trips.

There is- sufficient flow downstream of - _
Huntingdon for year-round canoeing. Passes’

" through Huntmgdon Hlstonc Dlstnct

o Lake Raystown ThIS is a large heavﬂy used
- lake, that is home to many fishermen and

powerboat enthusiasts. It is managed by the.

~ Cotps of Engineers and is surrounded by
" scenic -public lands. Off season paddling will

yield the solitude most'paddler’s desire.

INDIANA COUNTY WATER- BASED

' INITIATIVES

.Yellow Creek Lake (Dam to Rte. 954 or

Homer City). Provides opportumheq for both

“sailing and canoeing. Yellow Creek is a small

class Il whitewater stream offering exceptlonal
scenery, mdudmg tall stands of hemloek '

The Conemaugh River (Conemaugh Dam to
Saltsburg or Bolivar/Robinson to Blarrsvrlle)

. The Conemaugh offers good year-round, .

primarily flatwater canoeing from the .
Conemaugh Dam to Saltsburg. Scenery is good
especially in Packsaddle Gap; water quality is

© fair. Future development of boating.

* opportunities depend on the development of

- access points. currently being studied by both
.the Game and Fish Commlsslons

( Black Lick Creek (Heshbon to Josephme) Thrs
“is a challengmg, class TI-IV whitewater run, "«
' ..espeaally in high water. Water quality is poor.-

The North and South Branches of the Black.

* ~Lick are small class H 1+ whitewater streams

ATwo Llck Creek (Route 954 brrdge
“Watérworks” to Homer City). A nice stream.
- offering class Il waves.-A bald eagle was.

South Branche%

Little AMa_h’()'ning Creek (Rte. 119 hridgye to -the

-Forks Junction). This class I canoeing stream :

offers a wilderness expenence when not done -

in trout season.

spotted durmg a spnng 1994 trip.

Crooked Creek (Creeksrde to Shelocta) A ‘clasé ’
_'I canoeing stream, it pa%es under a covered B
- bridge near Yarmck’b Farm.

«

Hemlock ‘Lak_e‘. This is'a scenic 60—acre lake -

that offers sailing and other-boating.

3 'SOMERSET COUNTY WATER BASED
., INITIATIVES :

" _“Casselman Rlver In the spring of 1993,

out. of long abandoned. coal mines, and sent it

‘unusually high spring runoff leeched mine add ' -

. into the Casselman, deqtroymg aquatic life, and
.threatening fish populations. The river-is still a

pleasant, primarily rural river with flatwater in "~

its upper sections and class TI-HI whitewater in - 3

the sections below Rockwood. Best run in the
spring or after a heavy rain. Annual races,

MLaurel Hill Creek (Whrpkey Dam to Ursma)

This is a good run for intermediate’ boater% on
one of the prettiest streams in the region. =
Allow time to scout rapids of this whitewater

~ Stream and enjoy the scenery. There are some

' challengmg tapids in the 'middle section, and’
-the river bre'aks up into many small Channelg -
near Ursina.-

AStonycreek Rrver The Stony is one of the
premier whitewater rivers in the region. Its
‘feputation among whitewater boaters ranges

from New Erigland to the Carolinas and well

-i’nto’ the Midwest. ‘All sections afe best run in
- the winter and the spring or after a heavy rain.

B Top‘ Stony (S,ha’hksvil-lek to Kanterj. This is an

extremely steep, class IV creek with many -

- hazards. This section is extremely dangerous, .
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, offermg excrtement for’ advanced boaters who
‘ vtake time to scout, the raprds

Middle Stony (Hooversvrlle to Hollsopple)
. Advanced’ beginners ‘can develop river skills on
* - this section which. offers stra1ghtforward class 1T
' ._raprds at hrgh water..

' 'Stony Canyon The canyon is snnllar in nature

and difficulty to. the Lower Yough. It is a
technical class TII-IV stream with confused

‘channels, lots of pourovers, and great: - »
whitewater excitement for boaters with the”
:skrlls and equrpment to handle it. ’

- Shade Creek Shghtly less: techmcal than the

Stony Canyon, the Shade is longer but less

‘ accessrble

_ 'Dark Shade Creek Thrs is almost continuous
" class IV-V whrtewater for the rnost advanced
' 'whttewater paddlers :

Clear Shade Creek Starts as flatwater in the —.

' .hrghlands near the John P. Saylor hiking trail,

. ,»AppenydixrB‘: “HerAifage, Linkages

" REGIONAL RAIL EXCURSION AND

, TROLLEY OP‘\PORTUNIT;IES'

Cambrra and Indrana Railroad.. The C&I
“operates on 33 miles between Ebensburg and
- Colver-built primarily to haul coal. It

“intérchanges at Ebensburg’ with Conrail. This
- line hauled heavy coal trains, up to .10, 000 tons,

‘ until recently and has a: physical plant in - -
- excellent condition. Extant shop facilities ate

located in Colver, affording the- opportumty to. - ‘
house and maintain the locomotives and

. rolling stack..The line is scenic — operating

" generally on top of .the Allegheny Ridge. There
iis excellent-access to existing US Routes 22'and
219 at Ebensburg It is estimated that the cost

to acquire the right-0 f-way and related

structures and  property. will require a capital -
outlay of $20 to $30 million. C&I has recently
shut down operations and may be filing for-

- abandonment.- -Both rail excursion and- rail trail

advocates wilt be well advrsed to. monrtor th1s L

e srtuatron closely.

increasing to ¢class IIl water near the’ confluence.

wrth Shade Creek

: ‘WEST"MORELAND' COUNTY
WATER-BASED INITIATIVES -

Loyalhanna Creek (Lrgomer or Darlmgton to

. Kingston Dam). A class I stream, it is a .
" ‘popular stream with canoeists and kayakers, :

~especially in early spring. The Loyalhanna is

‘_stocked with trout and offers good scenery.

water trail is available for canoeists and srnall

*_powerboaters. The trail has 15 stations and
- focuses on a variety of topics- concerning the

lake, including plant and animal life. .

. Conemaugh River."
‘Kiskiminetas River.

. Monongahela River.. - -

Everett Rarlroad The Everett Railroad operates ‘

‘a short line in Blair and Bedford Countiés. The .’

railroad operates from. an mterchange with

B Conrail at Roaring Spring. The Everett Railroad -

1is attempting to secure additional trackage
from Conrail. The Everett will then operate”

- from Holhdaysburg to the end of track at -

| Loyalhanna Lake. A self gurded 1nterpret1ve L

‘Curryville-and Sproul. If successful in acqumng .
this additional trackage, the Everett will be an
“ excellent candidate for regular excursions. The .
line will access, the Canal Basin Park in -
_ Hollidaysburg and could operate to the v
‘recently restored Roaring Spring train-station.

The length of run; about 12 to 15 miles, is 1deal

" for an excursron trarn operatron

CSX Transportatlon Line from Rockwood to

Johnstown. Built- to haul coal, coke and

.. -finished steel to and from the Johnstown steel: l

mllls, this line is presently seeing margrnal
operation. Should CSX consider abandonmerit, -

-  this line could then provide the basis to a rail

trail operation,’ or potentrally a combined -

- excursion train with adjacent trail use. A

possible multimodal. package could be available

to visitors. Passengers could access Rockwoad
- via Amtrak or the completed rail trail from
'Prttsburgh or Washington, or ride the excursion

~ train to Johnstown. After visiting Johnstown

sites, reboard ‘a train to Philadelphia, = °

Wash1ngton, or Prttsburgh The operatlon of
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“this line.shm‘lld be closely monitored to see if,
" and when, CSX applies for abandonment. The
- Hopsopple Historical Building, Inc., is currently A

in the process of restoring the train station at

~ Hopsopple. They have initiated discussion with _

C5X about a possible weekend excursion -

'b ‘opportunity along the Stonycreek River from

Benson to Johnstown in  which ‘to interpret the

_importance of the corridor to the development
of the region, ‘

East Broad Top Railroad. Originally a line of
30+ miles, this narrow gauge railroad is the
best examplé of a preserved transportation
corridor and landscape east of the Rocky

- Mountains. Currently undet intense study, this

line should be preserved and redeveloped $30

mmillion has been included in the FY 1995 — . &

Pennsylvania capital budget for acquisition and-
‘development of the EBT. The present excursion
aperates two days a week over 6 miles of line. -

-1910-era steam locomotives pull a consist of

historic equipment. The railroad and its -

adjacent ridgelines are also being studied for

inclusion in the State Heritage Parks Program.

~ Nittany and Bald Eagle Railroad. Existing

operation connecting Tyrone with Bellefonte
and Lemont. : S

C(k)nr'ail‘ Irvona 'Secon‘dary; B_\r‘énc"hv line

: operating from Cresson north approxilnafely 20
“‘miles to Flinton. Heavy 'rail'_and well -

maintained for coal trains — seeing a decrease
in traffic and might soon be abandoned. Line

- has good access to major highway afid is close
-to Horseshoe Curve and Seldom Seen ‘Mine.

- Conemaugh & Black Lick: Operation of

several miles served Johnstown steel mills.

Generally not scenic but could be developed as -

a heritage excursion to take visitors past steel
mills; o S

Buffalo and Pittsburgh Railroad. Several
- branches of the B&P Operate in Indiana .
- County and. are approved for abandonment.

Need to pursue dialogue with B&P Railroad
for.purchase. . °~ = - , I

- FM&P Branch of the B&O., Thjs corridor, from ,

Smithfield to Connellsville in Fayette County,

was recently acquired‘by‘ the state from CSX.. .

REGIONAL TROLLEY OPPORTUNITIES

- Windber to Sidman Trolley; >upported by

© Eureka Coal Heritage Center.,

C_arﬁbria Iron Works to Downtown Johnstown

“Trolley. Johnstown Area Heritage Associationi is

initiating this proposal to interpret the Cambria
Iron Works. . = - o S
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NATIONAL CONSERVATION

ORGANIZATIONS

Adventure Cycﬁng Assoaatlon
150 E.-Pine'St. . = .
Missoula, MT -59802

{406) 721 1776 =~

Amencan Farmland Trust

1920 N St. N.W., Suite 406

Washington, DC 2003

(202) 659-5170

Amencan Forestry Assoaatmn
19425 Gunpowder Rd.

~Millers, MD 21107 .

(410) 374-9166

American Hiking Society R
1776 Massachusetts Ave. NW. <

L .Washmgton DC 20036 ‘
, (202) 833—8229 ’

Amemcan Horse Councﬂ Inc

1700 K'St. NoW.

Washington, D.C.- 20006- 3805

-+ (202) 296-4031

America Outdoors o

13610 Cicero Ave.
- Mldlothlan 1L 60445

(708) 597-0355

" American Trails ©
701 Ivanhoe
- Denver, CO 80220
-(303) 321-3676

: Amerlcan Whltewater Afﬁhatlon .

P.O. Box 85 :
Phoenidia, NY 12464 :

' ,(914) 688- 5369

Backroads

1516 5™ st :
Berkeley, CA . 94710
" (510). 5_27 -1555

: Blcycle Actlon Pro]ect

948 North Alabama
Department p ‘

Indianapolis, IN 94602
" (317) 6311326

" Bicycle Federation of America

1506 21st St. NLW.

* Washington, D.C. 20036,

o (202) 463-6622

The Conservation Fund

1800 N. Kent St..-

" Arlington, VA 22209
(703) 5256300

Greenways for America

© 1800:N. Kent St Suite 1120

-Arlington; VA 22209 . .

(703)7525-6300 - ~ .

“Land Trust Alliance

900-17" St. NLW., Suite 410
- Washington, ‘DC  20006-2596
©(202) 785-1410"

o League of Amencan Wheelmen

6707 Whitestone Rd., Suite 209

- Baltimore, MD - 21207

-, (301)«9’44@399.

National Audubon Society

© 666 Pennsylvania Ave. S.E.

Washington, D.C.- 20003

: (202) 547-9009

Nat1ona1 Recreatlon & Park Assocxanon

2775 S. Quincy St., Suite 300
~ Arlington, VA 22206 -

" (703) 820-4940

Natio‘nal TrailgiFouhdaﬁon'

- 1446 Glenmoor Way

San Jose, CA 95129

(408) 446-4584

. National Wildliﬁfe'Federation. o
- .° 21 S.W. Morrison St., # 512 -
" Portland, OR - 97205
(503) 222-1429

',63‘ :



APPENDIXES

The Natute Conservancy

1815 N. Lynn 5t

Arlin gton, VA 22209

Rails-to-Trails Conservancy
1400 Sixteenth Street, N.W.,

Suite 300 . o
- Washington, D.C. 20036 .

(202) 797-5400

_ ‘Student Conservation Association
3429 Frémont Bl N # 315

Seattle, WA 98103 -

© (206) 5477380

| The Wilderness Society

116' New Montgomery
San Francisco, CA /94105 -

- (415) 541-9144 o

Walking Club Alliance

9-11 Harcourt Strgét .
-B'oston,’,MA' 02116

VREGIONAL CONSERVATION
ORGANIZATIONS

Rail Trails

Raﬂs to-Trails Conbervancy of Pennsylvamaf

Tom Sexton President

- 105 Locust Street .

Harrisburg, PA 17101
(717) 238-1717

" Armstrong Rails-to-Trails As‘;oc. .
- _Norman Karp :

- 222-Market St;, P.O. Box 777

-.Klttannmg, PA 16201

(412) 543-4307

. Cambna & Inchana Trall Counal
- Laurie Lafontaine

RD 3, Box.74, Airport Road

- Indiana, PA" 15701 -
: (412) 349 5171

i Clearﬁeld County Rail Trall Assoc.'

Fred Ammerman, President

" 310 E. Cherry St.

Clearfield, PA. 16830

- (814) 765-7411

Friends of the Riverfront
Three Rivers Heritage Trall

~John Stephen
" 1501 Reedsdale Street, Suite 4 ~

Pittsburgh, PA 15212
(412) 2310754

. Harmony Trail Council

Charles & Sally Martm

- @12) 935- 3613

.Houtzdale Line |

(Clearfield Co.)
Dennis Kasiibick, Chalr

- (814) 3787817

Moritour Trail Cbuncil

‘Bill Metzger

. 341 Beading Rd.

‘Rails-to-Trails of Blair County, Inc:
‘¢/o Palmer Brown, Project Mgr
" Lower Trail Office -

221 High St. .

Pittsburgh, PA 15228

(412) 341-9387

’ Mon/Yough Trall Counql‘ ‘

Mike Druga, President
P.O. Box 14 -

" McKeesport, PA 15135
~(412) 754-0689

 Williamsburg, PA 16693

- (814) 832-2400

Regional Trail Corporation :

. Robert McKinley, Manager
© P.O. Box 95 -

West Newtor, ‘PA 15089

- (412) 872-5586

: Somer%et Co. Raﬂs to- Traﬂs Assoc,
' Hank Parke

| 829 N. Center Av

Somerset, PA 15501
(814) 445-6431

Downtown West Newton Inc )
Yough Trail Committee

~'Ralph Sprague, President’
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Tri- County Rarl Trail Assocrahon
George Miller, President
(814) 265- 0435 ‘

'Yough Rlver Tra11 Councrl

PO Box 765 - i
o Connellsvrlle PA 15425 =

'_(412) 626- 5994

PW & S Tralls
“Lysle Sherwin, Presrdent .

~.P.O, Box 561

ngonler, PA 15688
- (412) 238- -7560 .

: Equestrian's

' Fort Armstrong Horsemen Assoc.

."RD 6, Box 279G :
Kittanning, PA 16201 j

: Greater ]ohnstown. Saddle Club -
Kim :and Blaise Pesarchic -
*. 1833 Frankstown Rd.
"+ Johnstown, PA 15902
(814) 535- 7167

‘ Fayette County Horseowners Assoc L

- ¢/o.Ron Gallo

CRA#2

- Dunbar, PA

“Pennsylvama Equine Councrl Inc B

P.O. Box 238 .-
Noxen, PA " 18636-0238.
Westmoreland Horsemen

© 1222100 Ave.

Irwin, _PA 15642‘-- .

Offroad Vehrcles o

Keystone OffaRoad erers Inc. -

Rick Ott, Presrdent

123 Hoffman Dr. o

: ]ohnstown, PA 159042710~
g (814) 266-6735

' Three Rivers Competmon erers
" RD 1, Box 179 j
]_eannette PA 15644 ' '

- Appendix Ci Contacts

' Prttsburgh Off-Road Cychsts. -

" Karl Rosengarth-

387 Plum Street, ond Floor :

_ Oakmont, PA- 15139

. "Paddli"ng.. cmbs 8

4 Benscreek Canoe‘ Club

- Mike Burk

~RD 1, Box 303 .
- Sidman, PA’ 15955
’(814) 487- 7588

' Keystone Rrver Runners
" Don Frew

RD 6, P.O. Box: 359

v ,Indlana PA 15701

: Three Rivers Paddling C lub o

1220 Martin Avenue

New Kerxsrngton, PA 1 068

: Raystown Canoe Club

- George England

- P.O. Box 112

" Evetett, PA 15537 -

(814) 652-5014

B Brke Clubs :

: Unrted Mountam Brke Club'

100 Queens Row, RD 2

' "Wrndber PA 15963:

Western PA Wheelmen S
‘George Schmidt, Presrdent
6439 Landview Road =
‘ Plttsburgh PA 15217 S

Rail Ex.cursions" '

‘ Altoona Rallroader s Memonal Museum
- Peter Barton AR -

© 1300 91 Avenue

“Altoona, PA 16602
o (8140 946- 0834 -

Plttsburgh Transportatron Museum Socrety

~P.O, Box 2383

- Plttsburgh PA 15230 |
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- AWYATERSHEAD ‘ASSOCIATIONS

PA Orgamzahon for Watersheds

(POWR)

r O. Box 765

Harrisburg, PA * 17108- 0765 |

- (717) 236-8825

Bladdegs W/S Assoc.

- Mike Duffalo

P.O Box 351

- Indiana, PA 15701
(412) 349-6640

‘Blackhck Creek W/‘S Assoc

James Lafontaine
RR 3, Box 74
Indiana, PA" 15701

_ (412) 349-5171

Casselman River W/S A%oc

~ Roger Latuch
RD 1

Somerset, PA' 15501

| (814) 443-3237

Laurel ‘Hill Creek W/S Assoc.
Jim Moses ’

 RD 3, Box 138

Rockwood, PA 15557

“.(814) 926-2318

Loyalhanna W/S Assoq
Lysle Sherwin, Exec. Dir.
114 S, Market St.

“Box 561 L
_ Ligonier, PA 15658

@a12) 238-7560°

Roarmg Run W/G A%soc
Robert Knepshield
P.O. Box 40

». Spring Church, PA 15686

(412) 478-1223

- Sewickley Creek W/S Assoc.

Dale Wiseman . -

17°S. Sixth St.

Youngwood, PA 15697
(412) 925-6925

Turtle ‘Creek W/S Assoc. -

Craig Toal : o A :
700 Braddock Ave. - - v ‘
-East Pittsburgh, PA. 15112 : P

' (412) 829 5042 ' ‘

ENVIRONMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

Stonycreek River Improvement =
Project (SCRIP)

P.O. Box 153

]ohnstown PA 15907

‘PA CleanWays

~'Sue Wiseman

~ RD 11, Box 631

. Greensburg, PA 15601
{412) 925:9653

. Sierra Club, Headwaters Group
Lou Will, Conservation Chalr
413 Yeoman St.
“Johnstown, PA 15906-2840
- (814) 536-0255

“Laurel Hill Fordm.

Mabon Lichterifels, Chair -~ * . A o
2 Craighead Dr. . - o S -

" Hidden Valley, PA" 15502
(814) 443-6454. = =
-~ Bob Huffman, Secretary.
© Laurel Hill ‘State Park
(814 4457725

" ‘Shavers Creek Envxron’r_ﬁehtél Center -
Corky Potter (814) 667-3424

Audubon Soaety Chapters '
Juniata Valley — David Kyler (814) 643-6030 .
- Allegheny Plateau - Tim Fox (814) 495-5204
Mountaineer — Alan Clark (412) 437-2524
"~ Pennsylvania Chapter —(717) 763-4985 .
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, Allegheny erge State Hentage Park
PA-Heritage Parks Assoc. :
Stan Over-

P.O..Box 565; 105 Zee Plaza
Hollidaysburg, PA ‘16648"

(814) 696-9380 :

E blohmtown Area Hentage Assocxatlon

- Richard Burkert

201 Sixth Ave. ‘
Johnstown, PA - 15906~-. :
_ (814) 539 1889

, Lincoln Hwy. Herltage Park Corridor
- Bedford County Planning Commlssron -

203 S. Juliana St. N
- Bedford, PA 15322 -
| (814) 6234827

: Nahonal Road Hentage Paik of PA"
"Robert Grenoble : .

61 E. Main St.. L
" Uniontown, PA 15401

(412) 430-1210°

Southwestern PA Herltage Preservatlon

Comimission

105 Zee Plaza, PO Box 565
* Hollidaysburg, PA 16648
~ (814) 696-9380. :

- Steel. Industry Hentage Corp
© 338 B gth ‘Ave, 1st. Floor
Homestead, PA 15120 -
‘ (412) 464-4020 -

: Central PA Nahve Ameman Foundatron

Edward Hale

RD 1, Box 513B , .

. Warrior’s Mark, PA 16877
(814) 632-6811 o

App‘endi).( C: Contacts :

¥ CONSERVANCIES

7 ‘Allegheny Valley Land Trust '

P.O. Box 777 -
222 Market St. -

~ Kittanning, PA 16201
| (412) 5434478

Carnbrla County Conservahon & Recreatlon .
Authority - , :
1334 Franklin-St.- . ..
Johnstown, PA 15905 -

. (814) 5366615

'Conemaugh Valley Conservancy

Harold Jenkins ‘
1334 Franklin Street -

* Johnstown, PA 115905

(814) 5’3‘6-661‘5‘

Headwaters Chantable Trust '
Headwaters KL&D“ o

Janie French -

650 Leonard St.-

" Clearfield, PA - 16830 - -

(814) 765-4612

Penn’s Corner Chantab]e Trust
Penn’s Corner RC&D

“Nevin Ulery
“RR 12, Box 202-C -

Greensburg, PA 15601-9217
(412) 834 9063

- -Southern Alleghenles Con@ervancy

Southern Alleghenies. RC&D

. Ron Donlan
© 702 ‘W. Pitt St.

. Fairlawn Court
Bedford, PA 7»15522
‘ ’(814) 623-790'0‘ :

o Western Pennsylvama Conservancy

Tom Schmldt Greenways Program
316 4 Avenue

- »Pltt@burgh PA 15222
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‘CONCESSIONAIRES |

‘Laurel Highlands River Tours
P.O. Box 107, Dept TO ~
Ohiopyle, PA- 15470

(800) 4RAFTIN

a .Mo:u-nt‘ain S_treamé :
_ Ohiopyle, PA°~ ©
(800) 245-4090‘__‘ .

RlVEI‘prl't _
~ 213 Youghiogheny Street
Confluence, PA "15424
(814) 395-5744

' 'lussey Mountam Outﬁtters _
228 North Water Street
" Bellefonte, PA 116823

White Water Adventurers - R
P.O:Box 31 -
Ohiopyle, PA 15470

L (800) WWA RAFT

. Wmd and Watcr Boatworks
-~ Route 8 -

- Butler, PA -
(412) 586-2030

: »HaZCIbake} Recreational Services
Layton, PA 15473 .
(412) 736-8155

(800) 42-RIVER".

,H.IK'INGHTRAI'L cLUBS

Appalachlan Mountam Club :
- Delaware Valley Chapter
" Kent Johnson, Mid-Atl.’ Chalr
39 Maple St.
Hatfield, PA 19440
- (215) 361-0646 .
- NYNJ Chapter AMC
“Larry -Pittis
1491 First Ave, #8.
New York, NY 10021
' (212) 628-3378

Potomac Heritage Trail Aésociation
1718 N Street NW. .~ . i
Washington, D.C 20036

Keystone Trails 'Assbdatibn -
“PO.Box251
Cogan Station, PA '17728

o MID- STATE TRAIL ASSOCIATION

Tom Thwaltes VP

1113 Center Lane = .
State College, PA 16801
(814) 237:7703

© Amer. Youth Hostels, Pgh Counal
-Joe. Hoechner
6300 5 Ave. .

_ Pittsburgh, PA 15232
|(412) 4222282

4 H Backpackérs _
"RD.2, Box 71
]ohnstown PA 15904

'"NEIGHBORlNG STATES

West Vlrgmla ’

Highways - - (304) 285-3145

Rail Trails

~ Wildlife © . (304) 5582771
- TForests - : (304) 558-2788 -
. Parks (800) 225-5982 -
. Trails © (800) 225-5982

1(304) 722-6558

Maryland . ' :
- Highways . (410) 285-3145-
- Wildlife 7(410) 974-3195 -
Forests (410) 974-3589
- Parks.- (410) 974-3771 -
*Trails (410)- 974-3581
Greenways - . (410) 974-3654



- SPHPC COUNTY HERlTAGE

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

:Bedford

Joanne Zeigler. - L

Blair .
, LiourLeopold

‘Cambria

" Larry Custer

Fayette |
~Evelyn Hovanec.

Fulton . )

M_argie Taylor - - w0

- -Huntingd'on'
Richard Stahl-

1nu1arld

Laurie LaFontalne 4

' Somerset
]ohn Torres

» Westmoreland

Krrnberly Bringe . :

’(81%1) 6234827 B
N (814) 9432975 .‘
(5145 4726711 :
(412 ’4,3vo-4'2‘:‘00' |
| (%i-7—) 485-3@2
(8'14) 54‘3";aoigi‘-‘i
1":(4'_1.2’) .314951?1 N
619 1675646

' (412) 8877910

~ SPHPC HERITAGE COMMITTEE
'TRAIL REPRESENTATIVES

" Bedford '.

e Linda Brown

‘ Bla1r
, Ienmfer Barefoot

‘ Cambn’a =
’ .Larry"Custer'—v

Fayette

" Harold Rlchardson-

Jo Lofstead ,

" Fulton .
- Lisa Sherman
. Merle- Waltz

o Huntingdonf " N
Richard Stahl .

(814) 623-2528
©(814) 695-8521°
. (814) 4726711

L (412) 785-5317
(412) 785-8477.

(717) 4853717 .
(717) 485-3148

(814) 643-5091

'Ind'iana o )
. Kenan Kevenk

‘Somerset
'Westmoreland

. Lysle Sherwin.
- Malcolm Sias

- Appendix C: Corntgct_s

o (412) 4653870
Tracy Shultz . (814).443-1431

(412) 2387560
*(412) 8303950

: COMMONWEALTH OF

PENNSYLVANIA CO NTACTS

" State Parks

o Department of Enmronmental Resources‘
© . Bureau of State Park% = ‘ :
- P.O. Box 8551

Harrlsburg7 PA - 17105- 8551

L (717) 787-6640. -

. Warriors Path.‘State"Park"

Trough Creék State Park,
Canoe Creek ‘State Park

o Terry Wentz, Park Manager :
~RR 2 Box 560 . '

Hollidaysburg, PA 16648 9752

. (814) 695:6807

' Blue Knob State Park
“James Davis, Park Manager
RR'1 Box 449 -

Imler, PA  16655- 94_.0-7 '

(814) 276-3576

Shawnee State Park S
 Robert Bromley, Park Manager L
- P.O. Box 67 .
. Schellsburg, PA 15559 0067
(814)733- 4218

" Prince Galhtzm State Park

William: Mansberger Parl\ Manager
RR.1 Box-79 ' R
Patton, PA 16,668—9201

'(-814)“674-1’000 '

Ohiopyle State Park

. Douglas. Hoehn, Park Manager
- P.O."Box 105 '
“Ohiopyle, PA 15470- 0105

(412 ) 329- 8591
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- Cowans Gap State Park

. Steven Behe, Park Manager
CHC 17266 '
Fort Loudon, PA 17224 9801

(717) 485-3948 -

Greenwood Furnace State Park
‘Whipple Dam State Park

Barry Wolfe, Park’ Manager
RR 2 Box 118

Huntingdon, PA | 16652- 9006

-+ (814) 667-3508

Yellow Creek State Park
. Kenneth Bisbee, Park Manager-
- RR"1. Box 145D

. Penn Run, PA 15765- 9612
. (412) 463- ’%850 '

Linn Run State Park -

© Laurel Mountain State Park

- Laurel Summit State Park

. Laurel Hill State Park .

. Kooser State Park”

Laurel Ridge State Park - .
Robert Hufman, Park Manager
RR 4 Box 130 )

_ Somerset, PA  15501-8501

(412) 445. 7725

' Keystone State Park

Michael Bucheit, Park Manager :
RR 2 Box 101. S B
Derry, PA 15627-9617 -

(412) 668-2939

State Forests

Department of Envrronmental Reqources‘-

- Bureau of Forestry
P.O. Box 8551

*Harrisburg, PA 17105- 8551

(717) 7872703

Buchanan Statc Forést

- Merl Waltz, District Forester
 RR2Box3
McConnellsburg, PA 17233
) (717) 352- 2211

Tuscarora State Forest

o ‘James Foose, District I*ore%ter
- RR 1 Box 42A ‘

" Blain, PA 17006

(717) 536-3191

- Forbes State: Forest .

- David Williams, District F orester

P.O. Box.519
Laughhntown, PA "15655—0519'

"(412) 238-9533

Rothrock State Forest ;
Ralph Heilig, District [ orester -

- P.O. Box 403

Huntingdon, PA 16652 040’3

. (814) 643-2340

" Gallitzin State Forest

Gary Scott, District Foreater :
P.O. Box 506 ; '
Ebensburg, PA 15931 0506

- (814 4721862

‘PennDOT

AState Brkc/Ped Coordlnator S
" Dave Bachman

P.O. Box 2047 -

'Harrlsburg, PA 17105 2047 -

- (717) 783-8444

District 9
- Blair, Huntingdon, Fulton Bedford Somerset
‘Cambria

Larry Bilotto, Plannrng & Programmmg
Walt Bagley, Bike/Ped Coordrnator
1620 N. Juniata St. :
Holhdaysburg, PA 16648

(814) 696-7178 :

: District 10‘

Indrana
Barry Bere, Blkc/Ped Coordrnator
Box-429, Rt. 286 South -

- Indiana, PA - 15701
© (412) 357-2800.
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- District 12

Fayette, Westmoreland
Ron Boone, Bike/Ped Coordmator .

. P.O. Box 459

N. Gallatin Ave. Extens1on

: ’Unrontown PA 15401 0459
(4]2) 439- 7315 '

- ‘Game Commission

© " PA Game Commission

South Central Region
P.O. Box 537

. Huntingdon, PA 16652
(Bl4yedza83t

South Central Regron '
Blalr, Bedford Huntlngdon, Fulton countles

PA G Uallle LUuuulQS;nu

‘Southwest Region

P.O. Box A
Ligonier, PA - 15658

(412) 2438519

‘Southwest Region:

Fayette Somerset, Cambria, Westmoreland
Indrana countres ’ .

Department of Conservatron and

a Natural Resources

- SW Regnonal Offlce o
Hugi Koudela, Regxonal Recreahonal Advrsor

- 413 State Office Building

“'300 Liberty Avenue

Pittsburgh, PA 15222

(4]’2)’ 565—5749

, Southwest Regmn 'S ‘
: Fayette, Westmore]and and Indrana Countres

NC Regtonal Office - : ‘

‘Alan Chace, Regional Recreahonal Adv1sor
- 402 Finance Building :
© P.O. Box.155 .

“Harrisburg, PA 17120~

(717) 787—7347

Northcentral Reglon 1v: Bedford Blarr
Cambria, Fulton Huntmgdon and Somerset
Countles : :

Appendix C:' Contacts

PA Hentage Parks Program

Larry Williamson, Manager

‘Room 555, Forum Building:

Harnsburg, PA 17120

) (717) 783-2659 -

Deputate for Parks and Forestry

400 Market Street, 3" Floor ;
. Market Street State Office Burldmg
-+ PO, Box 8475 - .
Harrlsburg, PA 17120

‘:Natlonal Recreahonal Tralls Fund
, Vanyla Tierney
- :(717) 787- 7395

EE Keystone Program - River COnservahon, -

Scenic Rivers Program

~ Ralph Romeo, Director of Program Plannmg & '
 Development.

P.O. Box 8551

" Harrisburg, PA 17105-8551
A717) 787-2316 -
‘Bureau of Forestry
" Bill Slippey

Recteation and Tralls ' '

.. P.O. Box 8552°
. Harrisburg, PA 17120

(717) 783-7941

Forest Stewardshlp Program |

: Norm LaCasse =
(717) 787 2105

'v'Bureau of State Parks - -
- Keystone Program —Ralls to- Trarls

George.Burns
P.O. Box 8551
Harrisburg, PA 17105 8551

: (717) 787-6674 "

Transit Aﬁtho'rities

Indlana County Transrt Authorlty

. 1657 Saltsburg:Ave.
" Indiana, PA 15701

(412) 465-5648

Westmoreland County Transrt Authonty
41 Bell Way .
Greensburg, PA' 15601

' .‘(412) 832 2705 -
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ambna County Tramxt Author;ty
726 Central Ave.
Johnstown, PA: 15902

. (814) 535:5526

~ Altoona Metro Transit -

3301 Fifth Ave.

- Altoona, PA- 16602 -
(814) 944-4074

FEDERAL CONTACTS:

“US: Army':vCo‘rp:‘s‘bf En_lg_ine'er‘si ‘
: Co‘ncmaugh‘vR]ve‘r‘ Lake
Dave Bishop, RE‘bOUICC Manage1 :
- RD"1; Box 702 '
" Saltsburg, PA 15681
(412) 4597240

’ Loyalhanna Lake

- Joe Bertolini, Resource Managc
.- RD 2, Box [31-

Saltbburb, PA ‘1568]
(412) 639-9013 .

: vRaystown Lake .

- Dwight Beall, Manage
" RR'1, Box-222 -
Hest‘.ton, PA 16647 .
(814) 658- -3405 x 203

_ Féderal Highway Adl.'nini_strat'ivoh:

Christopher Douwes -
Trails Program. Manager
CFHWA HEP - 50

© 400 Seventh St. S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20590 :
(202) 366-5013

Plcderlck Skaer
Environmental Programs Branch Unef

 FHWA HEP - 32

.400 Seventh St S.W.
Washington, D. C 20590
(202) 366- 2()58 :

]ohn Fegan '

Bicycle and- Pedebtnan Program Manager?

FHWA HEP - 50 -

7. 400 Seventh' St. S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20590

(202) 366-5007

~ National Park Service

Mid—At’lantic,'Region .

National Park Service -

143 South Third Street- -
Philadelphia, PA ~ 19106

BJ Criffin, Regional DIIBLtOI‘ ’

- (215) 597-7013

Joe Dibello, Chief

(215).597-1581 .
D1v1510n of Park and Resouue Planmng

Rivers, Traulb and Conqervatlon AbblStanCC

Branch

_ Wlld & Scenic Rivers Branch
“Evelyn Swimmer -
(215) 597-7947

Robert Potter
(215) 597-1787

.Gene Woock

(215) 597-1903

- ‘Regional Tralls Coordmator

Wash‘fngﬁin Office

Nat\onai Park Service
P.O..Box 37127 -
aqhmgton D. C 2001’% 7127

o Tom. Ross, ,Inef -

(202) 343-3778

‘National Trails Program . . «+ -«

Tom Turino

" (202) 343-3709-
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The followmg agencres orgamzatlons, and

_documents are. resources. that trail advocates .
* . can consult when pursuing trail projects.

j PERiODiCALS o

' Truzlblazer o R
- Rails-to- Trails News :

Rails-to-Trails Conservancy .

1400 Sixteenth St., N.W., Suite 300 .
‘Washington, D.C. 20036 '
(202) 797—5400

- American szer Magazzne/Amerzcan szer

Newsletter

© . Quarterly, magazrne/newsletter of mformatron
“of 1nterest to the general hlkmg community

: Pathways Across America :
. A newsletter for nahonal scemc and h1stor1c
" trails enthusrasts .

All three aVarlable from
American Hlkmg Society -

B . P.O. Box 20160 .

- Washington, D.C. 20041 N
(703) 2559304

- Greenways and Trails Newsletter ‘ »
‘A national publication and networkmg source

Greenways and Trails

1776.S. Jackson, Suite 812

- Denver, CO 80210~
~.(303)-757- 2599

TrailTracks

The trails mformahon exchange newsletter
- American-Trails : :
1400 Sixteenth Street, N. W
Washmgton D. C 20036
(202) 797- 5418

: 'Common Ground ‘ g
- Conservation news from the Conservahon Fund
Common Ground ' :
c/O Conservahon Fund - :
1800 N. Kent Street, Suite 1120
" Arlington, VA 22209
(703) 525-6300

" Rail Tmzls

A “Rails with Tralls” bulletm A

Rivers, Trails, and Conservation As51stance
‘National Park Service, Western Region
600 Harrison :Street, Suite 600

San Francisco, CA 94107 1372 .

o (a15) 7443975

.‘..‘Rwer Vozces ' _
- The quarterly pubhcahon of the Rlver Network o

River Network

P.O. Box 8787 . -
* “Portland, OR 97207
: -'(503) 241-3506' '

‘IMBA Tnzzl News

Promoting mountam blcychng opportumtles

. through env1r0nmentally and soaally

respons1ble land use ~ o
International Mountain BlLijlﬁg ASso atio R
P. O. Box 412043 :

" Los Angeles,"CA -90041.

' Colorado State Trails News .
- Colorado programs and information

_Colorado State Trails- News
. Colorado State Parks

1313 Sherman Street, Room 618
- Denver, CO 80203 - :

: ,.(303) 866~ 3437

-Surface Transportatzon Polzcy Pro]ect Bulletm L
News on innovations in transportatlon pohcy

Surface Transportation Policy Project
1400 Sixteenth Street, N.W., Suite 300
Washington, D.C. 20036 B

(202) 939 3470

: "Outdoor vaeler/Mzd Atluntzc

A quarterly magazine Covermg outdoor <
recreation for- the Mid-Atlantic states

4 - WMS Publications, Inc.

P.O. Box 2748 -
“Charlottesville, VA 22092
(804) 984—0655 -

: Pro sze News

Bicycle Federahen of Amerlca -
1506 21st St. N.W.; Suite 200
Washmgton DC 20036
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,sze Fed Update :
Bicycling Federation. of Pennsylvanla
413 Appletree Road

~ Camp Hill, PA 17011
. (717) 761-3388

 The OHV Planner
“The off- -highway vehicle newsletter for land
resource’ management professionals’
Motorcycle Industry Council
2 Jennér Street, Surte 150 .
Irvme CA 92718

‘Trallblazzng in Pennsylvama

Rails-to-Trails Conservancy, PA State Chapter

105 Locust St .
Harrisburg, PA 17101- 1409
(717) 238- 1717

Keystone Off-Road deers Newsletter
Keystone Off-Road Riders, Inc
123 Hoffman Dr.

]Ohnstown PA 15904 2710

PA CleanWays Newsletter
Helping people clean up their env1ronment
PA CleanWays .
R.D. 11 Box 631°
Greensburg, PA 15601
(412 925»9653 '

The Undercurrent
- Headwaters Group, PA- Chapter Slerra Club
413 Yeoman St . -
Johnstown, PA 15906-2840 .

: Ttle Horse Peddler L
356 Gotucher St. -
Johnstown, PA 15905

Keystone Trails Association Newsletter
Keystone Trails Assoaatron
P.O. Box 251 . S
Cogan Stahon, PA 17728

Ralls to-Trails of Blair County Newsletter '

* Rails-to-Trails of Blair County, Inc
P.O. Box 592 |

- Hollidaysburg, PA 16648

: (814) 8322400 ‘

Currents
Loyalhanna Watershed Assomatlon Inc.
114'S: Market St :
P.O. Box 561 :
Ligonier, PA 15658 . -
(4'12) 238-7560

Walking

The only magazine for fitness walkers
dedicated to health, frtness, nutrrtlon travel
and adventure
. Customer.Service . -
P.O. Box 56561 v
Boulder, CO 80322 6561 :
(800) 678- 0881

The Chronzcle of thlanthropy

‘The- newspaper of the nonproflt world -

The Chroniele of Phllanthropy
- P.O. Box 1989-

Marion, OH 43305-1989 -
(800) 842-7817 - '

LlTERATURE RESOURCES

| Adventure Cycling '
1992 Mountain Bike Trails: Technzques for .

‘Design, Construction and Mazntenance :
Mlssoula MT. e

Alberta Recreahon and Parks .
1984  Cross Country Skz Trails, Edmonton,
. Alberta .

Alderson Wllham and Shirley Low . S
1976 Interpretzng the Historic Scene. Nashville,
TN: American Assoaahon for State and '

Local Hlstory

‘Allegheny erge Industrial Hentage Comdor L

" Task Force

1992 Plan for the Allegheny Ridge.

Hollidaysburg, PA: Allegheny Ridge

Industnal Hentage Comdor Task Force. ‘

: -Amencan Assoaatron of State nghway

Transportation Officials .
1991 Guide for Development of New Bzcycle
Faczlztles Washmgton, D.C.

1992 Design Guide for Wildlife Protectzonkand '

74

- Conservation for Transportatzon Faczlztzeq,
Washmgton Dc. -



| .

1992
o Design. Washmgton D.C.

Arneriean*Hiking Soci,ety A e
Bibliography-of Trail Construction, -

1988 :
- Maintenance and Management:
Washington D. C '
’ ) 1990' Dzrectory of . Techmcal Assistance Materzals

for Trails Development and Maintenance.
, Washrngton D.C.

" American Youth Hostels, Pittsburgh Councrl
71991 Canceing Guide to Western. Pennsylvania
' and- Northern West. Virginia, Eighth’

Transportatzon Landscape & Envzronmental

_ Edition. Plttsburgh PA: Amerlcan Youth fi

Hostels.

Appalachlan Trarl Conference ’
1981  Trail Design; Constriiction and
Mamtenance Harpers Ferry, WV

‘Assocratlon of Bay Area Governments .
1991 - A Volunteers Gazde Oakland CA.,

'Bay Area erge Trail Counal
- 1993 -
©Trail Advocacy San Franmsco CA.

1992

Landowner Optrons Your Handbook
on How Private Landowners Can .
~ Participate in the Bay. Area Rldge Trail.
San Francrsco, CA. ) .
1988 " The- San Francz'sco ‘Bay Area Ridge Trail

' Technical’ Coordmatmg Gazdebook San
. Franc1sco CA

Berry, Ich’e K. and John C. Gordon - .
1993 - - Environmental Leadership, Developing -
' ‘Effective Skills and St /les Washlngton, ’
D.C: I%land Press. -

Blshop, Klrk R
1989 - Designing- Urban Corrzdors, Planmng
" Advisory Service, Report Number 418,
Washington, D.C.: Amencan Plannlng
A%socrahon ,

Bolhng, Davrd S ’
1994 How to Save a River. Portland OR
: . Rlver Network :

“In Support of Trails: A Guide to Succeqsful o
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Burch, Wllham R, ]r

1979 Long Distance Trails, The Appalachzan
: Trail as a Guide to Future Research and
o Management Needs. New Haven CT:.

- Yale University. .

California Depa’rtm‘ent of Parks ‘and Recreation
1994 Access to Parks Gazdelmes Sacramento
e A , : .

, ‘Cahforma Department of Transportatlon
1993

" Bikeway Planning and- Design.
Sacrarnento, CA.

Chesapeake Bay Foundation '

1994 . Pennsylvania Land Trust:Maﬁaal. :

Harn sburg, PA

o 'Comp, T Allan, PhD edltor L
1994

“Regiqnal Heritage Areas: vAp;.Jro’aches to
* Sustainable Development. Information
~ Series No.. 88 Washrngton D.C.

National Trust for Historic Preservation;

" Coppock, Don, Yo]anda Henderson Reed
" Holderman, Jennifer Segar, and David Weinsofff
1989

The NonProfit Primer: A Guidebook for.
" Land Trusts, 2nd edition. Oakland, CA
The California State Coastal '
Conservancy :

DavrdSOn Paul, Ward Elster, and D1rk Davrdson -
.. 1985 ’

" Wildwater. West Vlrgmza 3" Edition.
Hlllsborough NC: Menasha Rldge Press

: Dlehl ]anet and Thomas S Barrett

1988 . The Conservation Easement Handbook. -
Land Trust Alliance and the Trust for .

"ubhc Land

' Dorward, Sherry

1990  Design for. Mountain: Commumtzes A
Landscape and Architectural Guide. New

York, NY:: Van Nostrand Remhold

R Duffy, Hugh -
L1992

. Mountain Trails Management An Outlme

’ 'Denver CO: Natlonal Park Service:
1992 ’Surface Materials for Multip[e Use

Pathway Corridors. Denver, CO
' 'Nahonal Park Serv1ce



Gertler Ed

| FAPPEND»IXES |

-+ 1991 - Develo;;mg Sustumable Mountazn Trml

Corridors. Denver, CO Natronal Park |
Serv1ce ’

.Edlson Electnc Instltute i _
- 1989. ‘Trails on Electric Utility Lands: A Model of

© Public-Private Partnership. Washington,
- D.C.: National Land Management Task
Force and Amerlcan Tralls

Envrronmental Law Reporter '
1993 Wetlands Deskbook. Washmgton D.C.

o Folhs, ]ohn and Dave: Hammer
1988  Architectural Signing and Graphzcs

-Whitney Library of Design. New- York
“NY: Watson- Guptﬂl Pubhcatrons

Forest Serv1ce, U. S Department of Agrtculture ‘
1977 Interpreting the River Resource, by Anne -

HarrzSOn Washmgton DC

1991 Interpretwe Planmng C uide, by Kathy Read

]zm Pollock, Warren Bacon. Seattle WA

| Foundatlon Center :
1994  Foundation Dzrectory and Supplement New '

York, NY

o 1994 *Guide to US Foundatzdns Thezr ‘Trustees, .~ '

¥ Offzcers and Donors. New York, NY.

. Keystone Canoemg A Guide to- Eastern

Pennsylvama Silver Sprmgs, MD Seneca :

" Press:

o th’oons, Johanna-and Bernard Obern_olze_r .
- 1994 Urban Streetscapes: A Workbook for

Designers. Chlcago IL Van Nostrand )
Relnhold ' -

- Gold, Seymour M PhD,, AICP

1990 Trail Safety and Liability: The Standard of
Care. Pacific Grove, CA: Statewide
Recreation Tralls Conference, Asilomar.

) Conference Center

1989 A Basic stk Management Lzbrary (
Trends, Volume 26, number 4). |
" Alexandria, VA: National Recreatlon and
Parks Assomatlon
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- Ham, Sam H

1992 Environmental Interpretatron A Practical
Guide for People With Big Ideas and
~Small Budgets. Golden, CO: North
Amencan Press ' o

Howe, Fisher

- 1991 - The Board Member s Guzde to Fundrazsmg

‘National Center for Nonprofit Boards. =
San'Fransisco CA' Jossey-Bass. -

: Kearney, Deborah s, Phd

1992 -The New ADA: Compliance and Costs.

Kingston, MA:- R S Means Company, Inc. -

. Kel}er, K1t ]1D. . ’ '
' 1990 Meountain Bikes on Publzc Lands

- Manager’s Guide to the State of the Prtzctzce..
. Washlngton, D.C.: B1cycle Federatlon of
, _Amertca

. Keystone Tratls Assoaahon

1987  Pennsylvania Hiking Trails in State Parks
' State Forests, State: Game Lands, and
Elsewhere: Tenth Ldition. Cogan Station,
PA: The Keystone Tralls Assomatlon

Knudsen, George
1976 Nature Hike Themes. Madlson, WL
Wlsconsm Dept of Natural Resources._ -

- Kyvig, David and Myron Marty -
© 1982 Nearby History: Exploring the Past Around

“You. Nashville, TN American Association -
for State and Local Hrstory s »

o Labaree ]onathan M.

1992 How Greenways Work: A Handbook on’
. Ecology, 2" 4 edition. Ipswich, MA:
National Park Service and Atlanti¢

: Center for the an1ronment

. _Land Trust Alhance

1994 Land Trist Alliance Infopak Serzes
Washlngton D.C :

1993 The Standards an-Practices Guzdebook An :
Operatmg Manual for -Land Trusts :
Washmgton DC - :

_'Lewrs Wllham] ' ‘ .
- 1980 ~Interpreting for Park stztor< Phrladelphta

PA Eastern Acom Press



1982

- Lew1s R F Co
Scot1a Parks Canada

L1ttle, Charles E.

© 1990 Greenways for America. Baltlrnore MD
" Johns, Hopkms Umver51ty Press
Loomrs, O H
1983 Cultural COnservatlon The Protectzon of

" Cultural Heritage i the United States.

' Washmgton D. C Lrbrary of Congress.h'

" .Mantell Mlchael A, Stephen E. Harper and
Luther Propst = - .
1989  Creating Successful Communztzes A .
. Guidebook to Growth Management
Strategzes Covela, CA Island- Press

’Martln, B. H. and D. T. Taylor

1981
of Technigues:: Gorham, NH:
Appalachlan Mountam Club

: Maryland Greenways Commlssmn | -
1994 Analysis of Economic Impacts of the

M.

McKendry, 1. ed1tor - ‘
1988  Interpretation: Key to the Park Experzence

' ""Washington, D.C.: National Parks and
’ Conservatlon‘ Assoc1at10n

g Montagne, Charles H.~
- 1989  Preserving Abandoned Rallroad :
" Rights-of-way for Public Use: A Legal :
" Manual. Washington, D.C::
Rarls to-Trails Conservancy

: 'Moore, Roger L
" 1994 Conflicts on Miul tz Use Trails: Synthesrs of
B the Literature and .the State of the Practice.

" Washington, D.C.: Federal nghways , »

Admlmstratron

\' "\/Ioore, Roger L., Vlckl Lafarge, and Thomas
; ,'Martorellr '
1992
" Step Program for Grassroots .
Environmental Action Groups, 2nd edition.

~‘Boston, MA: Appalachlan Mountaln

. Club

Medza Evaluatzon Manual. Hallfax Nova .

+ Informing Backcountry Visitors: A Cata g:

" Organizing Outdoor Vo[anteers A Step by

1993 -

1993

g 1993

. 1992

-Northern Central Rail Trazl Annapolrs, B

”f1991_
1991
1989

1985

77"

‘>1993‘

. 1992

" 1990

1983‘

o Apperidlx D: Resources for T’rail. P,rbiects

g Nahonal Park Serv1ce, U S Department of the
- Interior - .
- 1994

- Western: Pennsylvanza Reglon Its = .
Landscape, People, and lndustry Denver,. .
~co. . .

Comprehenszve Management Plan for- the
Southwestern Pennsylvania Heritage
Preservatzon Commzsszon Denver CO.

1993

stua Qua ity of Buzlt Envzronments in
Natzonal Parks.- Denver, CO. .

A Route to Prosperzty A Study by the
" National Park Service of the Ohio & Erie "
Canal Corrzdor Cleveland OH :

The Guzde to Federal Fundzng and .
Assistance for. Conservation and: R_ecreation'
Pro]ects Phlladelphla PA o

Conservatzon Fundzng Sources Seattle

”Guldellnes for Planmng, Desrgmng,
- and Producing Wayside EXhlbltS
Harpers Ferrv, WV.

Toward a Regzonwzde Network of Trails for
the Mzd-Atlantzc States.’ Washlngton D.C~

A Casebook in Managzng Ruvers for- -
Multzple Uses Phlladelphla PA.

”Spec1al Populahons Programmahc
Accessibility Guidelines for. Interprehve B
Medla" Harpers Ferry, WV

Economzc Impacts of Protectzng Rlvers, _
. Trails and Greenway Corridors: A
: Resoarce Book. Washlngton D C

The Issue of Lzabzlzty San Francrsco CA

”AV Productlon and the Parks A
Handbook for Park Personnel”.

* Harpers. Ferry Center, Harpers Ferry,
WV

”Interpretlve Plannlng Handbook" by .
Mlchael Paskowsky Harpers Ferry, WV.
198_3 Marketzng Parks and Recreatzon State

- College, . PA: Venture Pubhshmg, Inc
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1982 ReéourceSi for Inteipreters: Bilﬁlfographieé for

Historical Interpretation. Washington, D.C. -

1975 Interpretation for .Ha‘ndicapped Persons: A

" Handbook for Outdoor Recreation ‘Personnel,

by ]acque Beechel. Seattle!' WA,

Nevel Bonnie

11989 Rails with Trails: A New Alternative for
Recreation Planning. Washington, D.C:
Rails-to-Trails Conservancy .

'Nlelsen Waldo '
Right-of- Wm/ A Guide to Abandoned
Ratlroads in the United. States. Bend OR
Maverlck Pubhcat1ons

: ‘North Carolma Greenwayb AdV]SOI‘y Panel
1994 chort fo. the Governor Ralergh NC

Palmer Tim

o 1994 Lifelines: The Case for River Conservatzon

- Covelo, CA Island Press.

nd. Youghiogheny: Appalachian River.
' Pittsburgh, PA: Unrverslty of P1ttbburgh
Press. :

Parker, Troy Scott '
1993 Trails Design and Manngemenf Handbook. ,
Pitkin County, CO ‘ :

‘ Path Foundatron Volunteers )
1993 - A Guide for Planning Greenway Trails.
' Atlanta GA: Path Foundation.

K Penn State Outing Club- '
1977 * Select Rivers of Centml Pennsylvania, 6”1' ,

Edition. Unlverslty Park PA

. Pennsylvanra Department of Envrroninental' -

. Resources, Bureau of State Parks »

1989 Pennsylvania Trail Guide: First Edition.
'Harrisburg, PA. :

o Pennsylvanla Department of Transportation
1995 Statewide Bicycle and Pedestrian Master e
Plan. Harrlsburg, PA

. Pennsylvanla State. Trails Program - :
- 1980  Non-Motorized Trails / An lntroductzon to

P]rmnmg and Development. Harrisburg, PA. .

PLAE, Inc. - ’ :
- 994 Universal Access to Outdoor Recreation: A

Pocket Guide. Berkeley, CA: MIG -
Communications, :

1993~ Universal Access: to. Outdoor Reoreatzorz": A
+ Design Guide. Berkeley, CA: MIG

Commumcatrons

President’s Commis‘;ron on Americans Outdo‘ors

1987. Americans Outdoors: The Legacy, The

Challencge Washington, DC Island Press. ,

Proudman Robert D:."and Reuben Ra]ala '

1981 Appalachian Mountain Club (AMC) Field
‘Guide to Trail Buzldmg and Mamtenance
Zmi Edztion Boston MA: AMC.

" Rails-to-Trails Con%ervaney
1993 Secrets of Successful Rail Trazls An

Acquisition and Organizing Manual
Washmgton D. C ‘

‘1'99'3 Golig Place< . Workshop Proceedmgs
- from the 47 National Rails-to-Trails
Conference September 29 —-October 2, 1993 -
. in Concord CA. Washrngton DC

1992 Orgam}zmvg"Cztzzen Support and Acquzring

Funding for Bicycle and Pedestrian Trails:
' .Four'Case Studies. 'W'ashington D.C..

1990 A Guzde to Amerlca s Rail- Trazls szth

‘vEdztzon Wabhlngton, D.C.

: 1990 Convertzng les to—Trazls, A Cztzzens

Manual for Transforming Abandoned Rail:
Corridors Into Multipurpose Public Paths:
Second Edition. Washington, D.C..

Regronal Plan Assoc1atlon Inc.

1987 - Greenspaces. and Greenways The Open

Space Imperative- #1 New York NY.

Runte Alfred
1994 Trains of Discovery. N1wot CO: Roberts -
Rmehart Inc. -

Ryan Karen Lee, editor -
1993 Trails for the ‘Twenty-First Centur e
" Planning, Design, and Management Manual
for Multi-Use. Trails. Washington, D.C.:
Island Press :



- 1991

Sav1tt Charles C:

1990 - An Envzronmental Sourcebook

Wash1ngton, D.C.: Island Press

Scenic Hudson

B Schwarz Loring Lab. edrtor -
1993 - Greenways: A Guide to Planning, Deszgn
Y and Development. Washrngton, D.C.

. Island. Press '

{Sehhnger Bob, etal :

1987 - Appalachian thtewater Volume II: The.

' Central Mountains. Birmingham, AL:
Menasha Ridge Press. -

' Shank William H.

k1976

.n.d. . The Amazing Peninsylvania Canuls York
PA: American Canal and
Transportatron Center. .

Sharpe, G ‘ g
Interpretmg the Environment. New York

NY John Wiley and Sons

7 Sk1 Indusmes Arnenca
nd. Cross-Country USA Operatrons i
Manual McLean, VA

- Smith, Danrel S. and Paul C. Hellmund edltors‘

' 1993 Ecology of Greenways: Design and

“Paul, MN: Unrversrty of Mrnnesota :
Press '

Snow, Donald —

1992 Inside the Envzronmental Movement
. Meeting the Leadership Challenge.
' _Washlngron, D.C.: Island Press
Voice from the Envzronmental Movement: -

1992
. " Perspectives for a New Era. Washmgton
D.C. Island Press, :

" Sprelman, Patnck '
1981
o Pubhshlng Co., Inc..

Stern Garyj . : ’ ;
1992 Marketing Workbook for Nonprofzt

erder Foundatron

GreenwadeactSheets Poughkeepsle NY '_ B

- Function of Linear Conservation Areas-St. -

Making Wood Szgns New- York Sterlmg ,.

" Organizations. St. Paul, MN: Amherst‘ H.

L1994

© 1967

1991

" Appendix D: Resources for Tr‘ai.l'P‘rovieds ‘

Stokes, Samuel N A Ehzabeth Watson, =

~Genevieve P. Keller, and Timothy J. Keller-

. Saving America’s Countryside: A Guide to
. Rural Conservation. Baltimore, MD.
* TJohns Hopkms Unrversrty Press.

1989

Surface Transportahon Policy. Pro]ect
ISTEA Planner s Workbook: Washmgton, _
D C. iy o

Trlden, Freeman : B
Interpreting Our Herztage Chapel Hrll
~NC: Un1versrty of North Carohna Press

1 Trapp, Suzanne and Mrchael Gross and Ron

Zrmmerman :

~Signs, Trails, and Wayside Exhzbzts
‘Stevens Point, WI: University. of
Wrsconsln SP Foundahon Press Inc

o Thwartes Tom
.‘1987

Fifty Hikes in Wpsfﬂrn Dennsyloama
Walks and Day Hikes from the Laurel

- Highlands to Lake Erie. Woodstock VT
Backcountry Pubhcatlons : :

- u.s. Army, Corps of Englneers
, 71981

Installation Design — Improving the stua’
N Envzronment Washmgton DC

U.S. Department of Transportatron Federal
Highway Administration

e 1993/94 The National Bicycling and Walkmg Study -

1994

~nud.

(24) Case Studies. Washlngton D C

~us. Department of Transportahon Ofﬁce of
: Engmeerrng

- Bicycle and Pedestrzan Facilities in the .-
Federal-Aid Highway Program o '
Wash1ngton DC. . ..

US Govemment Printing Office . |
Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance. =
Washrngton D.C.

‘bmversrty of Wlsconsm
Creating Environmeital Publlcatzons A
. Guide to Writing and Designing for _
L Interpreters and Envirenmental Educators.
Stevens Point, WI: UW SP Foundatron -
Press Inc. ﬂ
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Untermann Rlchard K.
1984 Accommodating The Pedestrian, Adaptmg

~ Small Towns and Neighborhoods for. Walking
and Bicycling. Seattle, WA: Van Nostrand .

Remhold Co:

van der Smlseen, Betty .
1990 Legal Liability and Risk Management for
Public and Private Entities. (Volume 1.~

"Legal Volime 2 —~ Situations Which Give = -

" Risé to Lawsuits,.and Volume 3 — Statutes
‘and Cases). Cincinnati, OH: Anderson C
Pubhshmg Co : '

1972 Evaludtion and Self Study of Piblic

Recreation and Park Agencies: A Guide Wzth"_ :

" Standards and Evaluative Criteria. .
Atlington, VA: Nahonal Recreatxon and
Parks Assoaahon o :

Veverka, ]ohn
- nd. . Interpretive Trails and Related Faczlztzes

“Manual.. Lansing, MI: John Veverka and
Aseoaates

Vohinteers for Outdoof Colorado

1992  Extending Your Reach: A Guide for -
Agencies Workmg wzth Volunteers Denver, '

CO.

Wallini, Phlhp and Rita R. Haberman ST

1992, People Protecting Rivers: A Collection of

. Lessons from Successful Grassroots Activists:
x Portland OR: Rwer Network

Waseerman, Natahe and Dean G. Phelus editors .
1985 Risk Management today: A How-to guide for

Local Government. Washmgton D.C.:
ICMA . o :

~ Wilbur Sm;th Assodiates

1994 - Inventory and Re-Use Assessment of
Abandoned Rail Lines in Pennsylvama
Plttsburgh PA

! ranht Brett and Marcella Wells . B
: 1990 “A Field Guide for Evaluating National Park )

Service Interpretation”. Richmond, VA:
Vlrgmla Commonwealth Un1ver51ty

Zacher, Susan M

n.d. The Covered Br:dgeq of Pennsylvama A
_.Guide. Harrisburg, PA: Pennsylvania
Historical and Muséum Commission. -
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’ !"FINANCIAL AND TECHNICAL
,‘ ASSISTANCE OPPORTUNITIES

B Grants Pubhshers, and Trammg Orgamzatlons

Amherst H Wllder Foundatlon Pubhshmg
Center - ,

919 Lafond Avenue

© St. Paul, MN 55104 -
{800) 274-6024

Env1ronmental Grantmakers Assoaatlon
1290 Avenue of the Amencas, -
Suite-3450- - ‘ ‘

" New York, NY 10104

(212) 373:4760°

‘ Fdnndaﬁen Center
79 Fifth Ave.
) 1\Tpu1 Voﬂ( NY 10003
(202) 620- 4230

L Grantsmanshlp Center

" 650 South Spring Street, Suite 507
‘Los Angeles, CA' 90014 o
. (213) 689 9222 '

: Instltute for C,onservation Leadership
2000 P Street, N.W., Suite 413 .
Washington, D.C. 20036

(202) 466-3330

: Amencan Assoaatlon of Fundramng Councﬂs :

- 25 West 43r Street

~ New York, NY 10036 -
_ (212) 354-5799

- NonProﬁt Partners

4502 Groveland Rd. . )

. P.O..Box 18937, Department 9401

o Umvers.\ty Helghts OH 44118 0937 :
: (216) 291-2307" . ' ’

—]ohn Wlley & Sons Pubhshers
" Nonprofit Series -
. 605 Third Avenue = . ‘
' New York, NY 10157-0228 =
" (800) 225-5945" o

B _.Jossey-Bass Inc. Pubhshers '

350. Sansome Street .
San Fransisco, CA 94104-9825.

Research Gjrant Guides

P:O. Box 1214 -

. Loxahatchee, FL 33470 -

_Pomts of L1ght Foundatlon BREE
. P.O. Box 66534 . o
. 'Washmgton, D.C: 20035 -
‘ (703) 803- 8171 -

Other ASsiS»tancé

; | ,Natlonal Blcyhng and Walkmg Clearmghouse
-~¢/o Bicycle Federation of- Amenca
o 7(202) 463 8405

Natlonal Recreatxon and Park Assoaatlon
(NRPA): :

~ Network Research Database ‘

2775.S: Quincy Street, Sulte 300
Arlington, VA 22206 .. ’
(703) 820-4940 -

The Federal Asétstance Retrieval System -

- Federal Domestic ‘Assistance Catalogue Staff 8

General Services Adnnmstratlon o

300 7'M Street, S.W.
" Washington, D.C. 20407 o
(202) 708-5126 : )

, _The Chromcle Gulde to Grants, o
1255 Twenty- -Third Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20037 -

~(800) 287-6072 .

.. Federal .Assistance Monitor -, - .
CD Publications ~
8204 Fenton Street
~Silver Spring, MD - 20910
- (301) 588-6380
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Nonprofit Organizations

The. Conservation. Fund

© 1800 North Kent St., Suite 1120
‘Arlington, VA 22209

' (703) 525-6300

" The Sonoran Institute

6842 E. Tanque Verde Rd. Ste. D
Tucsonri, AZ 85715

(602) 290 0828

The Outdoor Industry Conservahon Alliance
P.O. Box 88126 = .
Seattle, WA -98138-0126

Coors Pure Water 2000 -
Coors Brewing Company . -
Golden, CO -80401

(800) 642-6116

~ American Forestry Assoc.
- P.O. Box 2000 .
Washington, D.C. 20013

o (202) 667-3300

- American Rivers, Inc

. 801 Pennsylvanla Ave. SE. # 400
) Wafhmgton, D.C. 20003

(202) 547-6900- .

Sierra-Club
- 730 Polk St. .

_San Francisco, CA 94109
‘ (415) 776-2211 ‘

National Audubon Society . - . .
+ 801 Pennsylvania-Ave. S.E. # 301
Washington, D.C. 20003
(202) 547-9009

American Hiking Society

1015 31st St. NNW.
~Washington, D.C. 20007
- (703) :385-3552

Wilderness Society

1400 T St., N.W. :
Washington, D.C. 20005
(202) 842 3400

' Recreatlon Equlpment -Inc.
6750 S. 228th’ '
Kent, WA 98032 -

" (206) 395-5955 - -

Foundaﬁons

The Nathari Cummmgs Foundatlon
885 Third Ave. ~

'New York, NY 10022
(212) 230-3377

WK, Kellogg Foundation
One Michigan Ave. East

Battle Creek, MI 49017- 4058

O (616) 9681611

]ohn S..and ]ames L. Knlght Foundanon

One Biscayne Tower, Suite 3800
Miami, FL. 33131-1803

- (305) 539-0009

]ohn D. and’ Cathenne T. MacArthur
Foundation

- 140 S. Dearborn Street.
. Chicago, IL 60603

(312) 726-8000"

' Monah Fund

© 445N Pennsylvama St

 The David- and Lucile Packard Foundanon o
- 300 Second Street ' '

_Indlanapohs, IN 46205

~ Palo Alto, CA 94022

(415) 948-7658

' The Proctor & Gamble Fund

P.O: Box 599

" Cincinnati, OH 45201. °

©(513) 983-3913

" . Surdna Feundation, Inc. -

1155-Avenue of the Americas

New York, NY 10036

- (212) 730-0030

. The Andy Warhol Foundation for the

Visual Arts

22 East 33" Street

82

‘New York, NY. 10016
- (212) 683-6456 '

~ American Express Foundation.

World 'Fil1zinqia~l Center
New York, NY 10285-4710 - °
(212) 640-5661



Claude Worthmgton Benedum Foundatlon .
- 1400 Benedum-Trees Bldg. ' o
‘Pittsburgh, PA" 15222 '
(412) 288- 0360 )
_ Geraldme R, Dodge Foundatlon Thc.
P.O. Box 1239 :

- Morristown, N] -07962- 1239

' (201) 540 8442 ' :

The W1111am Penn Foundatlon
1630 Locust St .

v Ph]ladelphla PA 19103- 6305 )
(215} 732-5114 :

: Texaco Foundaﬁon

2000 Westchester Avenue

- White Plains, NY -~
(914) 253—4150 ’

,.Howard Heinz Endowment
625 Liberty Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15222- 3115
(412) 391-5122

- Vira I Heir\z Endonent ,
625 Liberty Avenue

) Pittsburgh, PA 15222 3115

(412) 391- 5122

'Rlchard King Mellon Foundat10n
500 Grant Street

P]ttsburgh PA 15219- 2502 . . .
L (412) 392 2800

Stackpole Hall Foundahon '
44 S. St. Mary’s St.

St. Mary’s, PA 15857

(814) 834-1845

- Harry C. Trexler Trust
33 South Seventh St.
Allentown PA 18101

L (213) 434-9645 -
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COMMONWEALTH FUNDING .
OPPORTUNITIES ‘ ‘

e Pennsylvama Env1‘r0nmenta‘l Education Act

Department of Conservation and Natur'al S
Resources, Office of Parks and Foréstry

- Purpose:: To stimulate environmental
-education in' Pennsylvania through direct

~ student instruction or through teacher.
training, Funds can be used to develop new

_ programs or to improve the quahty of
existing programs. Proposed projects may be
large, comprehensive endeavors affecting  *
'many teachers and/or students; ‘or projects -
may. be small, focused- efforts to help.an -
mdmdual teacher or school 1mplement a

. program

Competmve grant program for:

- e Public and Private Schools — for youth
_environmental education (elementary and
secondary levels) : .

"o Conservation and Education. -
Organizations and institutions— for
“teacher. trainingin env1r0nmenta1

. education.

- o County’ Conservatlon Dlstrlct — for youth

. ’education, teacher trammg, or commumty o
R jeducahon v

.Drrect allocatlon for: -
e Bureau of State Parks Env1ronmenta1 Edu—
catlon R

_. ‘The commonwealth authonzed %662, 000 for
the state fiscal year 1993-1994. The maximum

- jgrant allowed is 10,000

Pennsylvania Scenic Rivers Act

- Department of Conservation and Nétﬁrall

Resources, Ofﬁce of Parks and Forestry

- Pohcy Many of the rivers of Penmylvarua
.or sections and related adjacent land areas;
possess outstanding aesthetic and.
recreational values of present and potentlal
beneﬁt to the cmzens of Pennsylvama ‘
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It shall be the pOlle of the commonwealth

to protect these values and to practice sound

conservation policies and practices w1th1n a-
scenic nvers system. : ‘

It is, therefore esxentlal that a Pennsylvanra
Scenic Rivers System be developed so that-.

these purposes may be fulfilled. The General -
“ . Assembly affirms that it must assure thie '

people of this generation and their

~descendants the opportunity to refresh their
spirits with the aesthetic and recreational

- qualmes of unspmled streams.’

“To implement theése policies: it is the purpose

of this act to establish the Pennsylvania -~
.Scenic Rivers: System by prescribing the
. procedures and criteria for protecting and
“administering the system and for adding’
. new components to it from time to time: "’

KEYSTONE RECREATION PARK AND .

' -'CONSERVATION FUND (KEYSTONE

PROGRAM)

The Keystone Program ‘passed in November
11993, is a landmark commitment on the part of

the commonwealth to provide funding for -

* enhanced recreation, park and conservation -

initiatives across Pennsylvania. Grants are
available through the following departments
for various purposes as follows ’

Department of Conservatron and
Natural Resources

- .Rehabrlltatron repair, and development of

state parks and forest areas.

o Acqursmon of critical recreatron and natural

areas.

" n Rehabrlltatlon and upgrachng of state parks

i and forest facilities.

B Rail- to-Trarls matching’ grants (50/5()) to
' 1nun1crpal1t1es and organizations.

L 'Rrvers protection and- conservation grants '
(50/50) to 1nun1c1palrt1es and orgamzatrons

S Land Acqursmon

L] Rehabilitatior and development of: outdoor
and indoor recreation and park facrhtres and
areas (50/50) :

A Acqulslhon of recreation and park lands, k

greenways and natural areas (50/50y. -

® Planning projects and technical assrstance
. (up to 100%)

8 Acquisition of natural areas ancl open space -

(50/50). -

- Plannmg for natural areas and open space -

(50/50)

Department of Commumty Affan's

' (Grant Program)

] Qmall munrcrpallhes program - only for :
materials and professronal desrgn costs
(100%)

Pennsylvama Hrstorrcal and Museum

_ Commrssmn

n Plannrng, acq'uisition development and
rehabilitation. of commonwealth- owned
-historic sites and museums. :

" m Grants to nonproﬁt orgamzatrons and pubhc :
* . agencies for planning, acquisition, and

rehabllltatron of hrstonc sites.

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission'

u Plannrng, acqursrtron development and
_rehabilitation ef fishing and boating areas,
- recreatlonal,areas_and technical assistance.

Pennsylvania Game Commission -

'm Planning, acquisition, develop‘ment and

- rehabilitation 'of game lands, recreation

. areas, natural areas,rand..technpical assistance, .



'Department of Conservation and
v Natural Resources, Bureau of Forestry

Both the, Forest Stewardshlp Prograrn and the
Stewardshlp Incentive Program could

potentially fund portions of a trail or greenWay :

project. The purpose of these prograrns is to.
stimulate enhanced managment of -
nonindustrial private forest lands through cost

. _sharmg of approved practices. These may *
include improved habitat for fish and wﬂdhfe,

aesthetis, recreational- opportumtles, increased

' hmber supphes, and other products

.“Ap.perndi‘x E: Funding

VFEDERAL ASSISTANCE OPPORTUNITIES

'.The followmg matrix descnbes federal
-programs that may be of interest to both |
" land-based ‘and water-based trail projects.”
~ Under each program, a brief statement .
- describes how the program could be employed

for river, trail, and conservation benefit. Some

nontraditional programs may require creative

planning and partnerships by-trails advocates. '.
Further information on programs may be A
obtained from the sponsoring agency or from

The Guidé to Federal Fundmg and Asszstzznce for =

Conservation
v Assistance” 'A_A‘pplicaint '
Department | . Agency L '. Pro'gram‘ s TA/8* | INLSF
. B e Drug Alliance Program ' : . . . .
ACTION promote education, recreanon and cultural A R NL§ -
N activities and service opportunmes . '
v . . SRR
ACTION etrred Senior Volunteer program (RSVP) - i ) s NLS
- . use of _vp_lunreers in management of trails and rivers T R
Anﬁer—iCorps’ | Service America School - Based service and learning $ - ‘NLS
Servrce Amenca Community ~ Based servicé and learmng - $ NLS -
— -
Amencorps Grants - States by formula C % .NLS.
"'Amerlcorps Grants — Natxonal Competmve 3 NLS
'Amencorps Grants - Indxan Tnbes S s NLS
i Amerrcorps Grants ~ "VISTA | s NLS
Amencorps Grants - C1v111an Commumty Corps $ ) ‘NA_-YL’,S
/ Natjonal. Semor Volunteer Corps; — Retrred Semor Volunteers v 5. "NLS.
-,Appalachra n 'App_alach'ian Local Access Roads - : S IR
Regional. ; Y o , - o NLS
o , access to r_ecreatwnal areas A o
Commission - - ’ . .
Ap;raléchiérl' _Appalachlan Mme Area Restoration : , R
‘Regional . . for public recreation coriservation, commumty fac1l1t1es Sy % 0 NLS
Commission use ‘ : o ’ :
Appalachian . Appalachran Supplements to Federal Grants-in-Aid ) i
Regional - " incorpordte recreation/conservation benefits’ into water/ -8 74 NLS
Commission .. sewer project . ‘ ) ‘ o
‘ Agncultural : : .
" .| Stabilizdtion & Agncultural Conservatron Program (ACP) a
Agricylture % I
. - Conservation open space conservatlon riparian buffer aones :
| Service
B an'servét‘ioh‘ ‘Rese»rv.e Program - . S _:' : $ R I-N LS
‘maintain highly erodable land as open space - S RS PRI
Abbreviations: - i ' :
TA - Technical Assistance: $ - Financial Assistance/Granfs; I - Individuals; N - Nonprofit; L — Local; S - State; F - ’F,e,deral
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Assistance .| Applicant .
" Department Agency Program TA/$* | 1 N_;.L SF
' Water Bank Program N
$ INLS
annual pay pgm for surface water prescrvatron
Wetland Resérve Program (WRP) . a
T . Lo $ INLS
-easement payment for wetland, preservation . _
Farmers -Community Facilities Loans . o
Home A ) . e 5. NLS
AT improvement of essential facilities for rural communities
Administration : : _ ’
,vResource Conscrvatxon and Dcvelopment Loans $ NLS K
Soil and Water Loans ' s T
Watershed~ProtectiOn .and Flood Preve‘ritio'n Loans $ NLS
America The Beautiful ° 5 1
tree plantmg within greenbelts parks access: pomts . »
| Challenge Cost - Share Program h R
. $ INLSE:
‘national forest partnership pro;ects mcludmg recreatlon .
Cooperatrve Forestry Assistance ‘ .
DN : . ¢ , $ S
‘river habitat restoration, urgan forestry (w/trails)
Forest Research - . -
forestry, watershed managemcnt forest recreation, wildlife $ . NLS
‘habitat » o
Urban and Commumty Forestry Program Stewardship Inccrmve) o .
aesthetic/recreational managemcnt of nonindustrial pnvate TA/$ ¥
forests . . .
Rural S
Development Resource Conservation-and Developmént Loans - -
Administration . : S ‘ o .
Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention Loans ' g N L
récreational developmmt for reservoirs, rivers, shorelines - _
Community Facilities Loans- . " '
. L i -$ NLS
improvement of community facrlmes » v AR
Soil " | Resourte: ConSLrvatlon ‘md Develo ment L ‘
Conservation ¢ P TA/$ NLS -
s land and water conservation, community development trarls ST
Service ; v ) -
River ‘Bra's-m Surveys and Investigations TA - LSF
Rural Abandened Mine Program . . . :
: ‘$ INLSF
potential transformanon of area into trails, waterways )
SmI and Water Corlservanon ©TA INLS
Soil Surveys . TA INLSF
' Technical Assistance to Landowners and, Operators TA
“Technical Assistance A INLS
can provide leadership for land and water programs
-Watershgd Protection and Flood Prevention {PL-566) s »t s
- multipurpose facilities for recreation, fish and wildlife habitat : o




Appendix E:. Fundtng

) o - Assistance Ap_plicant
Department * _ Agency Program. STA/$* | IN LSF _
Commerce | ureav of Census Intérgovernment Serviceé . TA INLSF

- the.Census ‘ , L
Ecpnorhic - Economiic Development ~ Grants for Pubhc Works. and o
Development Development Facilities - $ - L
~Administration | Tourism facilities for federally desrgnated redeveloped areas '
Defense - Army COrps | AqUatrc Plant Control TA ] LS.
: . of Engineers ] N e
» . »Erosion.ControI for‘ Small Beaehes - TA , . LS
Flood Plain Management Servrces : S : v
- TA INLS
» recreatronal use and open space plannmg regulatrons etc. = R
Planmng Assistance to States (Sec 22) hpe
TA S
‘ comprehensrve plans for water/related land resources: - ‘
Protection of Essential Highways (Emergency Bank Protectron) $ NLS
Protectlon Clearrng and Strarghtenmg Channels (Sec 208) " TA .LS.
‘ Small Flood Control Projects - _ ‘ A Ls
‘projects to reduce flood damages . o
Small Navigation Improvements (Sec 107) g .
TA LS
planmng (design, construction of launch access, -piers, etc.
| Environ- _ v :
mental Envrronmental Education Grants ’ ‘3 NLS
| Protection 1nd1rect trarls ‘benefit via improving envrronmental technrques : _ .
CAgency : v _
' Pollution P‘revention Incentives for ‘States (PPIS) $ ‘N'L S ’
" demonstration project with innovative pollutron abatements g P
State Wetlands Protection Development Grant Program ] -
multrob]ectrve Tiver corridor management with recreatlon/ 5 A
greenway : o
Assessment S ' cen Lo .
and Watershed | Clean Water Act Nonp’ointVSorrrce Grants (Sec 319h) % NLS
Protection - : o ‘ i
L 'Envrronmental Protectron Consohdated Grants - Program .
Office of
Administration | >UPPOrt 3 LS
IR - develop integrated approach to water pollutron control e
Office-of | . Envrronmental Protection - Consolrdated Research : o :
"1 Research and 4§ research for environmental management ie. water quahty $ INLS
Development projects) ‘ ‘
Office. of ‘ ‘Water Pollution Control {Clean Lake Program) . $ L S
Water " lake- protectron/restoratron Tivers. may be elrgrble . :
Water Quality Management Planning (Sec 205) g S
Federal | state and Local | Hazard Mitigation Assistance ’ .
Emergency-. | Programs and flood controlplanning w/nonstructural akternative. or, $. LS
Mgt. Agency | Support recreatlonal facility :
s Natronal Flood' Insurance Program : : o = o
information on promoting wise floodplain management TA INLS.
© practices : : . !
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Applicant '

“acquisition of inholdings w1th1n federal lands

} - Assistance
 Department " Agency Program TA/$* | INLSF .
General
Services D1sposa1 of Federal Surplus Real Property . : ) ’ .

e : : ~ LS

Adminis- for pubhc park/recreatron or wrldhfe conservation use ST

tration . . B
| Donation of Federal S‘u.rp.lus_‘ Personal' Property. _ : l’ s
donated land for trails, parks, open space ‘A

Housing Offrce of General Research and Technology Activity o

and Urban | Policy : : :
| v : urban economic development and monitor commumty $ "NLS
Develop- Development development progrars :
ment - and Research © | P ‘p g
: - 1
{ Community . Commumty Development Block Grants ‘Entitlement .
. . - Program .
Planning.and $ L.
improve’ community facilities. economic dr_velopment

Development »
Lot : nerghborhood revitalizatiori .

Comrnunrty - ‘Community Develo,pment Block Grants —~ Small, Cities. Program ' R

Plarining and o 3 o ; . $ ‘NLS
. relocations, urban renewal, economiic' development :

Development o TR

Health and ‘2%;??:1{”?% | community. Youth Activity Program o

‘Human oS -, ‘combat drug abuse via educatron trammg $ S

S .| Mental Health 7
. Services. . recreatronal projects
: Admin.
Offrce of the ‘resident's Courncil-on Physital Fitness and Sports R
Assistant “how t0 introduce/improve physical fitness sports programs TA - TN LS
_Secretary - LT P physical > P ’ prograft . o '
Community . v A - o
Services - ‘Community Services Block Grants — Discretiortary Awards $ NLS
‘Chrldren and, ‘|- innovative projects. instruction for low-income youth ) E
Families e : -
Cominunity - : .
Services — Commumty Services Blor,k Grants - DemonstratrOn PrOJects :
A - $ - NLS
Children and. | innovative’ partnershlps to’ promote self- suff1c1ency s ,
| Families .

Substance - S : s -
Abuse and - Commiunity Partnership Study Demonstration Grants - $ NL
Mental Health coalition building -partnerships for-prevention programs ‘
Services ‘ ' ) :

. . Take Pride inAmerica’ : . | B

Interior o awards program for volunteer stewardship actrvmes 3 YL 5

“Fish' and : ] ' . A
wildlife . Anadromous Fish Conservation - $ NLS.
{ Service T . R
Endangered Species Conservation - ' -3 -3
| Fish and wildlife Management Assrstance TA TSE- ’
Trshery and erdhfe Research TA INLSF
'Migratory‘Bird Banding.and Data Analysis TA I’V'N LSF
North Amencan Wetlands Conservzmon § L INLS

88 -



) Ap;aendix E: f:uridihg ‘

' Applicant

_ _  Assistance
bepar;me_’rrt ' Agency . S . Prbgram - TA/$* | INLSF. |
‘ » 8port Frsh Restoration: (D} Program) . $ co g
. land-acquisition, rehabrhtanon for fish. conservatlon R -
Wildlife Restoration (P-R Program) - ‘ 5 S »
~acquire land; restore_pdpulations, public use of resource ' ; S
» ; Wildlife Research Informatzon ' ‘ IA INLSF
G’ec)logical -Geologrcal Research and Data Acqursmon N T ’ IN
- Survey - scientific research for trails,rivers, open space . ' R
“National park | Amerlcan Battleﬁeld Pmte(;tron Progra_rrv\, ' Th N .LS- a
Service open space preservation o B ‘
Challenge Cost-Share Program . ' ¢ 'R L S ‘
projects benefrtmg NPS units or programs ' S
‘Drsposal of Federal Surplus Real property -
{Federal Lands-to-Park- Program) park/recreatron/h1stor1ca1 - LS.
" monuments . : _ :
Fisheries Program _ TA$ - | TNLSTF
Historic Preservatron Fund ) [T
3. . INLS
Natronal Regrster sites, tax credits 0' conservation easements. v SR
Land and Water Conservation Fund (State) ' )
" adquisition, development, rehabrhtatxon of parks and $ L
recreation fdcilities . L
' Land and Water Conservatron Fund (Federa}) T .
$ 'F
Iand acquisition ‘of natronaf recreafron lands - .
Natronal Historic- Landmarks _ o Ta INLS
: natlonally srgmfrcant structures or sites . : BN
‘National Natural Landmarks : L TA S INLS.
natronally srgmfrcant ecol./geol. natural areas > :
. Natronal Register of Historic Places. “TA . INLS -
{ Rivets. Trarls and Conservatron ‘Assistance (RTCA). Sy
TA E -N.ES
staff assistance for trarl § river corndor plans > _
" Technical Preservation Servrces ’ ‘ o ' L
preservatron and maintenance of natronal hrstonc landmarks .TA. INLSE
N . .
! Urban” Park and Recreation- Recovery Program ‘ ‘
$ . Ls
- rehabrhtanon and innovation’ grants for recreational facrhtres : o
Southlwest . . V v
‘Pennsylvania s o L e .
| Heritage - - Trails Grant dnd Loan Program. -~ TAYS$ - [".LNLS
1 Preservation Co r Co
Commission - ‘ o ,
Cultural and Curatorial Grant Program - ‘ TA/ $ INLS
. Historic Building Grant Program CTA/$ | INLS
Regional Trails Committee ' TA CINLS
Courit)} Herttage Comuiittees . . TAZ_ CINLS
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 Assistance - Applicant-
Department | . Agency Program CTA/$* | INLSF
o Employmoot Senior'.Commur)ity Service Employm‘ent program (SPSEP) W o
Labor and Training . community service work ‘opportunities for low-income § NLS
-Adniinistration | ] fy ser PP 4 : -
National . ‘ *
Endowment D:fi]agnni\?lep\lzgifd "civic de31 n for ubhc Spaces " 5. INLS
for the Arts ; p & P p ' ) :
Small =, . o
Business Natural Resource: Development (Tree Plantmg Program) $ 5
Adminis: small busmess plant trees on public lands < ’
tration .
| Federal Bikeway Demonstranon Program
Transporta- 1 .
tion Highway planning and, construction of bike facrlmes maps. and $ . L
Administration educational matenals
’ “Federal - Aid Highway, Prograr o o " L'S'F v
~ biké/pedestrian facilities, access roads to. federal boat launches S
{ Federal Transit Capital Improvement . ) $ LS
acquisition for mass transit and equipment improvements |
National Recreatronal Tralls Fund (Symms Act), ISTEA - $ NS
acquisition, maintenance,. motorrzed and nonmotorized trails ) R
Enhancements Program ISTEA - S '
- ail- tralls_brke/ped facilities, . etc. . '

.20




Appendlx F- lssues/Barners/ChulIenges/Poss|bIe SQ|||||°||5
io Trml Pro|ec|s | o

- 'Responses from the Reglonal Tralls V1slon1ng

Workshops were consolidated and grouped

~ into various-issues.. Only the most frequently

'mentloned 1ssues are tabulated

Issues Regardlng Tralls Pro;ects '
1n the Reglon ‘ :

g Planmng K : :
. 23 No master plan to 1dent1fy l1nl<ages

‘ cont1nu1ty, and pnontles 8
12 Early action to 1dent1fy new tralls, ra1lbanl< :
- abandonments, update plans

9. vAcqu1smon of property via purchase, lease, -

or easement
8 . Courthousé searches for property records
6 Need county planner 1n1t1at1ve and ‘
involvement

Partnershlps

25 Volunteers — locatlng, usmg, and
) rna1nta1n1ng

16 Political cooperatlon and support

10 Bureaucratic delays and red tape

8 - Multijurisdiction and layenng of mulhple

governiments: -

7 Parochialism among mmodes, uses 1nd1Vldual

Arails oo

- 6 'Cooperatlon _

5 Need to utilize dlverse strengths 1nclud1ng
motorized users .

5 . Need Coordlnatmg agency or. organlzatlon - E

16 Landowner opposmon res1stance, hostrhty,
nGt in my backyard (NIMBY) -

11 anate land access-and easements -

“Public Perceptlons

12 Misperception of use, 1nclud1ng Volume and y

5 Networking and constituéncy bu1ld1ng for o

partnershlp opportunities’

: Fundmg : »
76 Locating money- for acqu151t1on plannmg, .

de51gn, onstructlon, maintenance

20 Need adequate and diverse sources of

. funding for local buy-in.

16 Limited fundmg avallable competmon for

- funds

5 " Awareness of grant. avarlablhty, 1nclud1ng .

tapping into national- servxce programs
5 Funding red tape

Adjacent Landowners and

“Community Acceptance

33. Adjacent property owner concerns,.
including trespass, privacy, vandalism

91

- intensity figures

"9 Perception that trails are for select group of

- .society

'9,' . ‘Misconceptions of what a-trail is and what

it can do for the area

7 Negahve image of trails, such as crime, I

.safety, and property values

Pubh_c, Relatlons and Marketrng O

- 34 Comimunication of benefits and’

opportunltles to community -

. 18 Getting public support for the project ‘
16 " Tack of information on “trail location and

access po1nts

. Trail Development Management and

Mainterniance ) : .
57 Determmlng accountablhty for management
- and maintenance :

© 20 " Trail ‘construction standards, 1nclud1ng

' ~hand1c:ap accessibility, bridges, and tunnels
Rest stop-facilities including phone water,
_ restroom, information’
14 Plentiful trailhead access. and parlqng
‘needed for all users ’
10 ' Rating system for trail types and dlfﬁculty
6 . Signs and trail marking .

5 Determlnmg ownershlp of trarl

User Conﬂlcts 3
21 Multiple use conﬂlcts and compatlbleness

- 17 Separat1on of motorized. and non-motorized -
'10 Safety issues between hunters and trail .

.- users
10 Hunter opposmon and loss of motonzed
~access

" 8 Concern with. overuse, responsible use, and :

' overcrowdln g

o Secunty and Lrabrllty »
+ 37 Safety, security, patro}, law: enforcement of

crime and vandalism .
32 Organlzatlonal and trail liability -

" 14" Emergency access, notlﬁcatlon, and

- Tesponse
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6 Insurance requirements

- Env1ronmental Concems
* 25 Environmental impact and protechon
- 13 -Water pollutlon v
6  Disruption to natural processes, patterns of

wrldhfe and land use

: Solutions to Trail Project Issues

Planning
11 Bureaucrahc checkhst and educatlon of
process-

8 Malntam database of trarls for contrnurty o
7. Master plan for- accomplishing trail network
6

“Improve access through alternative
transportation modes.
5 Need cleannghouse for abandonments

- ',Partnershlps
.. 22 Develop a regronal trail’ counc1l for

- networking and cooperation

- 17 Coalition-building to tap expenenced

resources
12" Political support and buy in at local
,reglonal and federal levels

11 Involve PennDOT and advocate a tralls

category for the 12- year plan

Fundmg

o2 Seek professmnal grant wr1ters or’ technlcal

~ assistance .

18 Interstate Surface Transportatron Efﬁc1ency k

Act (ISTEA) and Symms Act

14 Fundraising training on sources of f'unds

and how to ask for money

13- Keystone Program -

13 County and state bonds taxes, recreatronal '
equipment tax, vehicle tax "~

13 Americorps, Pennsylvama Conservatlon

Corps, and use of velunteers

8 Corporation and developer donatlons and

_ dedications

7. Private foundations, corporatlons

conservancies, charitable trusts:
7° Regional trails plan to 1dent1fy sources: and:
- regional approach :
7 Southwestern Pennsylvania Heritage. -
. Preservation Commission (SPHPC).
‘Share utility rights-of-way -

6 'Lobbyingblocal,r state, federal for funds

Ad]acent Landowners and Commumty

‘Acceptance '
-39 Outreach and pubhcrty to demonstrate

economic and social benefits

.14 Involve landowners early w1th pubhc

meeting

‘9. . Involve media for pubhc awareness of

‘ benefits of trails

7 Involve communrty in trail development .

for sense of ownershlp

.7 Encourage trail use for commutmg and -

: 5 Personal contacts wrth assistance from user‘
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O\ 2

develop spurs to link sites

- 6 Sell 'plan to community groups and

politicians via informed slide presentations

6 Develop school programs to educate about .

frails
groups usmg peer. pressure

Publlc Relatlons and Marketmg ‘

13 Organized activities and awareness events

8 - - Centralize marketing with maps, possibly
with regi(')nal or state involvement

. Trail Development Management and
. Maintenance
21- Volunteers, commumty servrce, scouts 4H

youth forestry camp’.

19 Cooperative agreements, “partnerships

between user groups, adopt-a-trail
3 "Directional and informational Signage
Use régional trail network to recommend
 satisfactory contractors -
6 - Designated management and maintenance
. responsibilities

. 6 Set standards-on gates, tralls, brldges .

“surface, maintenance, facilities

5 -‘Use both ,paid and volunteer workers

P User Conﬂrcts

27 Establish trail etiquette standards and
* rules, with enforeement- .

24 . Communication among trall users,
 education, and public relations

21 Separate tracks, designated trail uses -

14 Design for multiple use with wide trallbed :

12 Involve hunters and sportsmen s clubs in
© trail organlzahons

11 Signage and information krosks at

trailheads

10 Control adJacent uses such as huntlng and

-clearly communicate
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'_"-Appehdix t’:"!ssueS/B-arriérs/Challehges-/Possible Solqﬁorﬁ to Trail Proiedsf'

._"Securrty and Llabrllty : .
- 14 C00perat1ve agreements ie. Frsh and o

Game Commission,. police, mun1c1pallt1es _
12 Violation reporting system, including
- milepost markers and emergency call boxes

v11"Patrol control, enforcement; Trail Watch

~.volunteers, bicycle patrols

10 Educate people about municipal - authorltres -

Act 586 for landowner exemptlon

10" Increase usage’
10 - Community support and serise of

ownership

6 - Prevention of i 1n}ury via. plannlng and '

~ design

b Education of rules regulatlons trall

i ethuette safety equlpment statlstlcs

Parochlahsm of Trail User Groups and

T Individual Trails -
12 . One-on-one contact to educate :

11 -Volunteets
ll ‘vrunrcrpar partrcrpahon :
10 - A regional plan that beneﬁts all

6. 'Donatrons o

k Berlefits of a Regional Trails Organization

"vResponses from the Regronal Trails Vlsronlng ‘
Workshops: were consolidated and grouped

~ into various headings. Only the most -

"frequently mentroned beneﬁts are tabulated

rr_'Planmng
23 Lrnkages o : -
6 Reduce duphcatlon through coordmatlon i

‘VPartnershlps i ' o
18.- Comrnuntcatlon and coordlnatron between . '

government agencies and trail- groups

2 Increase ‘political clout "

- ‘Networking ' :
.Work together in partnershlps :
,Larger support base -

. X Fundmg B : :
10 - Fund projects- of regronw1de 1mportance

~ such as standards, fundraising, training

7 - ldentify funding sources and share

" information with 1nd1v1dual trarl
. organizations . '

6 - Improved: access to funds :

5. Cost savrngs

"Communlty Outreach and Educatron of Tra11

Benefits . . )
18 " Clearinghouse’ for. tralls orgamzatrons and
- coordinating trail activities

9 Preserve local hentage and natural resources )

along trails .
5 ' Promote communlty pnde and v151on o

: Publrc Relatlons

11 Unified publicity wrth PR person 1dent1f1ed .
who could also work with legislators .

7 - Marketing for all trails including brochure,
prornotlng, advertrsmg ' »

: Trarl Development Management and-

'Mamtenance

© Set trail development standards o

. }.Benefrts of Reglonal Tralls Plan

Responses frorn the Reglonal Trails- Vlstonmg
Workshops were consolidated and grouped.

_into_ various lieadings. Only the most

,frequently mentloned beneﬁts are tabulated

. Planmng

.35 Identify llnkages between hentage s1tes

13 Longer routes are more attractive, extend

visitor stay and improve experience.

9 ,Long range, reglonal planning’
N Y Take into consrderatron all concerns .

o .'Partnershlps

- 16 . Networking to avord duphcatron of. efforts

ch‘o\j\]'o‘o\o

QQ\O\»—A' :

Finding support and sharing, expertise = -
- Lobby power for clean water .
Improve leverage and bargarnmg power
Share equipment, facilities, or staff =~
: vCoordmated acqulsrtlon efforts

.Fundmg : o
$ 38 Enhance fundmg opportumtles

'Commumty Outreach and Educatron RO
~of Trail Benefits.

25. Community rev1tallzat10n and econornic:
. development :

3 Lead. to preservation of landmarks

* Education- pos51b111t1es -
. User safety programs- S

‘ Regronal awareness to’ env1ronrnental and
R hentage issues "t . '

" o3
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Public Relations
37 Cooperative regional markehng and
literature distribution

Opportumty for pubhc mvolvement _

94

- Trail Development, Management and
. Maintenance

13 Share-ideas regérdmg construction and

mamtenance
11 Multiple use



Appendlx G: Pennsylvunlu Rull 'I'rull l.eglsluilon

' "’nght of First Refusal”
No. 1990-151
. An Act
HB 560

'Amendmg Title 66 (Public Utlhtles) of the
: Pennsylvama Consolidated Statutes, providing
- an opportunity for municipalities to purchase -

real property bemg disposed of by public

- utilities engaged in‘a railroad busiriess. v
The General Assembly of the Commonwealth - -
. ot Pennsylvanla hereby enacts as follows

;vSectlon . Tltle 66 of the Pennsylvanla :
- Consolidated’ Statuteq is amended by addmg a

section to read: )
2709. Disposition of real property by pubhc :

utility engaged in railroad business. -
(a) Notice. Before a public utility e

ngaged in a
railroad busmess disposes of real property

. previously used as a roadbed right-of-way, it -

must notify the county, city, borough, v
incorporated town or township in which the

real property is located, and it must notlfy the

~Department of Transportanon, the -

- Pennsylvania Game Commission, the -
Pennsylvania Fish-Commission and the-

* Department of Environmental Resources,

o Notifications shall:be in wntmg

(b). Procedure after notice,~ .

(1) if a.municipality or any authorlty created
by a municipality or group. of municipalities
. makes an offer to purchase-the real property
with 60 days of rece1v1ng notice under
- subsection”
- (a), the pubhc utility shall accept or reJect the
- offer..

(2) Ifa mumc1pa11ty or any authonty created-
by a municipality or group of municipalities -

" does-not make-an offer to purchase the real. -

property within 60 dayq of recervmg notice -

~under-subsection -
(a) or if the public utility rejects the offer of a.
,munrcrpahty, the administrative agencres

specified in subsection
(a) have 60.days to decide on making an offer.

~for the real property. If an administrative

agency makes an offer under this paragraph;,

the public utility shall consider the offer and -
- make a decision on the offer before making .
- other disposition of .the property. If more than
one administrative agency makes an offer the

pubhc ut111ty shall consider the offers int he

following order: the Department of
Transportation, the Department of -
Environmental Resources, the Pennsylvama
Game Commlssmn and the Pennsylvanra Fish

‘ Comrmssaon

(c) Violation — If a pubhc utlhty engaged ina..

railroad business _disposes of real property
'preV1ously used as a roadbed right-of-way

without complylng wit this sechon the
dlSposmon is voidable. :

~(d) Comipliance-~ The notification requlrements

of this section shall be deemed to have been ~
complied. with if the executed, notarized and .

‘recorded deed conveying the property contalns

a recital affirming that the notifications -

_required under this section-were made. A copy

of each notice shall be appended to the deed

: when it is recorded

~* Section 2. This act shall take effect in- 60 days

Approved - The 29th day of November A.-D.

- 1990 Robert P Casey

' ”Ralls to Tralls Act“’
NO 1990- 188
_An Act
SB 640

‘Authofizing the Departmiént of Environmental

Resources to acquire and develop available
railroad rights-of-way for-public recreational

- trail use; requiring the Department of -
- Transportation 'to .coordinate certain -

acquisitions of right-of-way with the .
Department of Environmental Resources and -

‘the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission;

and providing a limitation on the liability of
persons who prov1de property for pubhc
recreational, trail use.

- The General Assembly of the Commonwealth

' "of Pennsylvania hereby enacts as follows: "

95

Sectxon 1 Short t1t1e : : ,
" This act shall be known and may; be ctedas .~
the Rails-to-Trails Act.

Sec-tlon 2. Deﬁnmons.

The following words and. phrases when used
in this act shall have the meanings given to.
them in this section unless the context clearly
1nd1cated otherw1se o
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““Available railroad right-of-way.” Any rarlroad )
: rlght of-way that is proposed or approved for
.abandoriment before the Interstate Commerce
. Commission, the Pennsylvania: Public Utility
.Commission, ot other governing agency w1th
jurisdiction in the matter.
“Department.” The Department of
Environmental Resources of the

" Commonwealth,

“Secreétary.” The Secretary of Envrronmental
Resources of the Commonwealth

o Sectron 3. Rails-to- trarls program
There is established within the department the -

Pennsylvama Rails-to-Trails, Program, the-
purpose of which is to'acquire, operate,
maintain arid develop available railroad "

rights-of-way for: public récreational trail use. -~ -
The nghts -of-way shall be acqulred pursuant to

thrs act..

Section 4 Acqursltlon of land.

s v-(a) Acquisition. — The department 15 authonzed .

- to acquire pursuant to sections 1902-A and

©.:1906-A of the act.of April 9,.1929 (P.L. 177, No.

175), known as the Administrative Code of -
1929, fee simple absolute title or any lesser -
_interest in land, mcludmg easements and
leaseholds, for the development purposes of -
* the Pennsylvama Rails-to-Trails Program as -
- provided in this, section. -

(b) Abandoned railfoads. — The department is

“authorized to participate in abandonment

~ . proceedings with the Interstate Commerce

Commission for the purposes of acqumng

available railroad rights-of-way for use as

interim trails-or railbanking as set forth in

- section 8.(d) of the National Trails System Act
- (Public Law 90-543, 16 US.C. S 1247 (d)).

(c) Acceptance of title. — For purposed of the

Pennsylvania Rails-to-Trails Program, the.

.. department, countres or mumcrpahtles may by :
. gift or purchase:

+ (1). Accept title, including nonmarketable tltle,
to available railroad rights-of-way and to any
" areas abutting the rights-of-way which are.

: needed for the construction of trail-user

- support facilities. °

(2) Accept title to available railroad

rights-of-way conveyed by qurtctarm deed or

warranty deed. .
(d) Fasements over land acqurred - Easements

and rights-of way upon, over, under, across or -

along any land, the fee title of which has been
acquired by the department, may be granted

L by the departfnent SO long as. the use of the

easement or right-of-way.does: not interfere

~“with the purposes of this act.

(e) Transfer.of trails to local goyernmental _
agencies. - The department may transfer its-
interest in any. recreational trail or pertion

~ thereof to & local governmental agency or

" agencies havmg jurisdiction over. the-area in

which the recreational trail is. located for

s fecreational- purposes-in a manner con51stent
with department rules and regulations. -

‘Section 5. PoWers and.duties of Environmental
‘Quality Board..

The Envrronmental Quahty Board. shall

_ promulgate all. rules and regulatrons necessary

to effectively carry out the purposes of-this act,
including rules and regulations relating to
acquisition, development and use of ‘
recreatronal tralls

© Section 6. Powers and dutres of department

" The department shall:

(1) Publish and distributé appropriate maps of :
re_creatronal trails, including recommended '

* . extensions of recreational trails,

(2) Establish access routes and related
public-use facilities, which will not substantially
interfere' with the nature’and purposes ofa .
trail, along recreational trails. ,
(3) Evaluate existing and potential available -

* railroad rights-of-way to identify the. corridors

which’are suitable for recreational trail use.
(4) Maintain updated lists: of railroad -

- _rights- of-way authorized or proposed for‘ )

* abandonment by the Intetstate Commerce -

Commission and request information on -+
current and potential railroad abandonments -

from the Department of Transportatron, the
Interstate Commerce Commission and railroad

. .companies operating within this

Commonwealth. At a minimum, lists. shall be _

. updated on-a quarterly basrs

) .i'.Sectron 7. Advrsory commrttee

* (a) Purpose. - The. department shall not
develop or operate any railroad right- of—way

for recreational or historical purposés. until an

- advisory committee, as provided by this

“section, has been. appointed and has met with

. the. secretary or his designee for the purpose of
" reviewing prehmmary plans for the '

. .‘development and operatlon of the property. .

9% .



- ‘held in each of the counhes affected.

" acquisition priorities with respect to avallable

B 1) The pubhc agency or pnvate organrzanon -

~-(b) Appointment. - The secretary.shall appoint
. this committee to be composed of the -
following persons; or. the their designees:
(1) The chairman of the county planning
- “commission of the county or counties affected.
. (2) The chairman of the board of . _
. commissioners or of supervisors, as the case =
“may be, of each of the’ townshlps in the county
or counties affected. : o
(3) The. chairman of the county board of -~ =
commissioners: of the county or coun’ues o e
- affected.. R :

:* (¢). Meetings. = The adv1sory commlttee shall
" meet with appropriate officials of the

departmeént al least four times a year for the
“first two years followmg the date the
" department acquires the right.to develop any - :
property for the' Pennsylvania Rails-to- Tralls
"Program under this act, and semiannually
thereafter: During the first, two years, at léast
one meeting of the advisory conimittee shall be

- Section 8Q.Rev_iew by 'Général Assemb‘ly.

‘Notwithstanding any provision of this act, the

- department shall not develop or operate any
- railroad right-of-way for recreational or -

- historical purposes until the designated

‘standing committees of the Senate and the
House of Representatrves have rev1ewed a -
department management plan, as it spec1ﬁcally
relates. to the'maintenance and operatron ot

. any such pro]ect ‘ : '

“Section 9 Coordmatlon w1th Department of

. Transportation. .~ .~ :
" (a) Method of coordination. — The Départment .

of Transportatlon and the Department of -

Environmental Resources shall coordinate their

*eévaluations of potential acquisitions and

railroad rights-of-way in order to avoid
competing for the same corridors. The
Department of Transportation: and the -
. ‘Department of Environmental Resources shall
‘enter into a- memorandum of understanding
* which'shall contain a method by which the -
- coordination of evaluations and acqulslhon
- priorities is to be accomplished. .
(b)Interim lease of rights-of‘way. — Should the -
" Department.of Transportationt acquire or lease .
~available rights-of-way for future transportatlon, L
~-purposes, it shall-lease or sublease such ' :
- rights-of-way to a public recreational trail use 1f

~~ an-available railroad right-of-way leased for
" interim recreational trail use is needed-for

~ transportation purposes, the Department of .

- Transportation shall work with the leasing " -

‘Appendix G: Pennsylvania Rail-Trail Legislatisn

.+ public recreational trails use, . "

(2) The pubhc agency or pnvate organrzatxon R

' “agrees in writing to assume all Hability and

management responsibilities as prescnbed by
the Department of Transporta'uon to the extent - -

" has requested. the nght~of-way for 1nter1m L
|
|
1
|
" authorized by law. " |

(3)The use of the right-of-way as a recreanonal

- trail does not interfere with the ultimate

transportation purposes of the property aé /

~ ~determined by the Department of
~ Transportation.

€) Transportatron use and trail use. I the _
Department of Transportation determines that

agency. to accommodate, when feasible as -

_determined by the department the exrstmg' '

v o trail use in con]unctlon ‘with the tran%portatlon
‘use. =

ot

'_ “(d) Future disposal. = I the Department of
E Transportahon determlnes that an_ available

railroad right-of-way- it owns is no longer

- needed by the Department of Transportation
- for present or tuture transportation uses -
" nothing in this act shall prevent the-
B Department of Transportation. from dlspo%mg
- of that property. in accordance with its own
; procedures or applicable Commonwealth laws.
- Prier to disposing of the property, the. ‘
. Drepartment of Transportahon shall: ﬁrst notify

the department

Section 10. Coordmatlon w1th the Pennsylvama o
Public: Utility Commission. - o
(a) Method of coordmatlon - Whenever the -
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission N
receives or considers any request for the

'> » abandonment or- removal of a rall_road grade .
. crossing, bridge or tunnel, the commission shall

notify the Department of Environmental -

Resources. The'department shall evaluate the

proposed abandonment or removal in order to

~ determine the impact of such action upon the

development, expansion and existing use -of

~ public recreational trails arid may participate’ m S

N ,proceedmg before the commission concemmg

- . such matter. R
-(b) Actions by the commission. — ‘Before takmg I "_

final action on any request for the *

.-abandonment or removal of ‘a rarlroad grade

crossing, bridge-or tunnel, the commission shall' B

o consrder the 1mpact of such acnon upon the

o7
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.development expansion and ex1shng use of

recreational trails pursuant to this act and
1dent1fy and evaluate alternatives Wthh will

“ minimize any adverse impacts of commission

actions upon-the development and use of

“recreational trails. .

- Sechon 11, Lunltatlon on liability of persons

making land available for trail use.

_ (a) General rule. — Except as specifically -
. recognized or provided in subsection (d), an .
- owner or lessee who provides the public with

land for use as a trail under this act or who
owns land adjoining any trail developed under
this act owes no duty of care to keep the land
safe for entry or use by ‘others for recreational
purpuoses, or to give any warnlng to persons
entering or going on that trail land-of a

" dangerous condition, use, structure or actwlty

thereon.

(b) Owner. ~ Any person, publxc agency or
corporation 6wning an interest in land utilized
for recreational trail purposes pursuant to this
act shall be treated as an “owner” for purposes
of the act of February 2, 1966 (1965 P.L.. 1860,
No, 586), entitled “An act encouraging -
landowners to make land and water areas
available to. the public for recreational purposes
by hmlung liability in connection therew1th
and repealing certain acts.”

(c) Specific. limitations on hablhtv - Fxcent
specifically recognized by .or proV1ded in

" subsection (d), an owner or lessee who.
- provides the public with land under this act

shall not, by providing that trail or land:-
(1) Be presumed to extend any assurance that

the land is safe for any:purpose; (2) iricur any -
duty of care toward a person-who goes on that
~ land; or (3) become liable for any injury to-

persons or property caused by an act or an act
of omission of a person who goes on that land.

(d )Excephon ~ (1) This section shall not.apply -

to the owner or lessee of the land. used as a

,“trail if there is ‘any eharge made or uéually

any part thereof: :
(2) This ‘section shall not apply to the owner of
land adjoining a trail if there is any charge -

made for entering or us1ng the trall or land, or , .

‘made or usually made by the owner of such

adjoining land for using the trail or land, or

~‘any part thereof, or if any commercial or other

act1v1ty relating to the use of the-trail whereby . —

) profit is derived -from the patronage of the

general public is conducted on such ad)ommg
land, or on any part thereof, provided;

- however, that nothing in the section shall be

construed to authorize an adjoining land
owner claiming an interest in an available .
railroad right-of-way to charge for or inhibit
the use of such a nght of-way asa recreatlonal

- trail,

(3) Nothmg in this act 11m1ts in any way any

liability which otherwise ex1st9 for willful or
malicious failure to guard or warn against a -

dangerous cond1t1on use, structure or. act1V1ty

B . Sectiont 12, Notrces :
. (a). Service. of notice. — The rallroad shall serve

L any notices as requ1red by the Interstate

- {b) Notification of jurisdiction. — If the -

‘Commerce Commission, the Pennsylvanla

Public Utility Commission and other governing
agencies -upon the Governor and the
Department of Environmental- Resources.

department determines that jurisdictional -

- control is not appropnate by the department or

other State agencies, then the department shall
have the responsibility to nofify the county
government and municipaliti¢s of the
availability or:potential avallabrhty of the.

.railroad nght of—way

Section 13. Effectlve date

*" This act shall take effect in 90 days

Approved The 18 day of December, AD. 1990

-Robert P. Casey



o Pennsylvania abound with extensive primitive’

Appemllx H- Publlc l.uml Summury und Opporiumhes

Estabhshed pubhc lands in western ‘

trail systems in remote settings. Thousands of
opportunities exist for a very remote and
contemplative- trails experience. State forests,
game commission lands, state.and county -
- parks; and Corps of Englneers projects-
 currently ‘offer these experierices. Four NPS
- "units exist in the region: Allegheny Portage -
~ Railroad National Historic Site, Fort. Necess1ty ,
. 'National Battlefield, ]ohnstown Flood National
Memorial, and Friendship Hill National
Historic Site. Experiences include wildlife
viewing, contemplation, historic study,
“interpretation, front country h1k1ng, and long
distance. h1k1ng D

) BEDFORD COUNTY.
Game Lands ,
' Game Lands # 26,41, 48, 49, 73,97, 104, and
261 each offer extensive trail opportunities. *-
| State Parks

- _f.'Warr1ors Path offers h1k1ng and cross-country.’
skiing of novice to 1ntermed1ate levels

'Blue Knob offers the Lost Turkey Tra1l a.
; 17-mile network ‘ R

Shawnee has 12 miles of h1k1ng trails available
for visitors to -explore thescenic beauty of the
© parks : S
State Forests .

",Buchanan and Gallitzin offer extenS1ve tralls
opportunmes -

'BLAIR COUNTY
: Cou'nty Parks |

Brush Run.Park
_ _Valley Vlew Park ;

- Game Lands

" -i.‘Game Lands # 26 73 118, 147 158 166, 198

-and 267 each offer extens1ve trails opportunmes.

:S'tate Par'ks -

Canoe Creek offers several local trails 1nclud1ng
the Moore s Hill and leestone Quarry Tralls

: Nationalv.Park Serviee ) :'

: Allegheny Portage Ra1lroad Natmnal H1st0r1c b

‘ .AS1te offers 10 miles of dayhlklng opportun1t1es :

‘ :CAMBRIA C'OUNTY o

’County Parkshi_ '

. Duman Lake Park

. Game hands

Game Lands # 26 42, 79 108 120, 158 184
198, and. 279 each offer extenswe trails -
. ‘opportumtles

" State Parks

~ Prince Gallitzin currently offers a 9-mile

network of hiking trails, 3 miles of which are
self guided interpretive trails. An exercise trail

_is available for fitness. enthusrasts

State Forests

) Ga_llitzinoffers extensive trails opportunities. .

Nat1onal Park Serv1ce S

Staple Bend Umt Allegheny Portage Ra1lr0ad
National H1st0r1c Site, and Johnstown Flood
Nat10nal Memor1al offer frontcountry h1k1ng
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FAYETTE COUNTY -
) Game Lands _

" Game Lands # 51, 111, 138, 238, 265, and 2%
“each offer extensive trails opportunities.
 State Parks -

© Laurel Rldge offérs the Outstanding Laurel
“Highlands Hiking Trail, over 70 miles of

hiking, and exploration opportunities between- -

Ohiopyle State. Park and Qeward

’ Ohropyle offers 28 ‘miles of blcyclmg

- opportunities that parallel the Youghiogheny

Rrver Extensrve hlkmg trails are also avallable.

- State Forests’

‘Eorbes offers extensive trails opportunities.

. ‘National. Park Servtce

Fort Necessity National Battlefreld and
Friendship Hill National Hrstorrc Site offer
'mterpretlve walks ,

. FULTON CouNTy

Game Lands

IHUNTAINGD'ON 'COUNTY
‘-"Game Lands . |

Game Lands # 67 71, 73, 81 99 112,113, 118

121, 166, and 251 each offers extensive trads

’ opportunltles

State Parks

Greenwood Furnace offers many short hrkes in

B the park and two long-distance ‘trails start in
~the park - the Greenwood Spur and the

Mid-State Trail = a 171-mile ridgetop. route v ‘

offering a forested trail experience.

Whipple Dam. offers two day hikes on the .

‘ Rldge Trarl or- the Table Top Trail.

‘Trough Creek offers a-16- mlle network
~,vdlsp1ay1ng scenic vistas, streamside hollows, o

rldgetops and h11151des of the park

- .State Forests

Game Lands # 49 53, 65 81 121,124, and 128" ‘ E

-each offer extensive trails opportunities. .

State Parks

Cowans. Gap offers more than 10 mlles of day
hiking-and is crossed by the Tiscarora Trail, a

- 105-mile- long connection to the Appalachlan o

Trail.

:" State. Forests

Buchanan offers extenslve trails opportumtres
with an 80-mile network, 27 of those rmles
bemg for- ATV use

A "Rothrock and Tuscarora offer extenslve trails
Opportunltles ‘

~ Corps of Engineers

: Ray’Stde Lake'

INDIANA COUNTY

- County Parks. -

Blue Spru”c‘e‘ Park
- .Pine Ridge Park

Hemlock Lake

~ Tunnelview Historic Site .

V_Game Lands

.Game Lands # 79, 153 174, 185 248 262 273,

276 and 282 each offer extenslve trarls

op portumtles
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-State Parks T

'Yellow Creek offers several dayhlkes best done o

. in the spnng

o ‘State Forests

'~  Appendix H: Public Land: Summary and Opportunities

Cedar ,‘Cr.ie‘ek Park -
Bridgéport Dam -

" Acme Dam

Game Lands E

e Gaillitzin offers‘ektensiye‘ trails opportuniuti-es.': '_A S

' ,COFPS of': Engineers
Conenlaugh_' River Lake- i
' Mahoning'creek Lake :
/SOM'ERSET COUNTY -
C()unty Parks

' Wlndber Recreanon Park

Game Lands ‘

'-V,Game Lands # 26 42 50 82 104, 111 228 231

and 271 each offer extenswe trails opportunmes._,‘ ‘

i State Parks

Laurel H111 offers 12 nnles of dayhlkmg
opportunltles

. Kooser offers many short hikes 1nclud1ng the
popular Klncora Trall Skiing is also avallable
State Forests

. Forbes and Galhtzm offer extenslve tralls :
3 opportunltles SR NPT

WESTMORELAND COUNTY
_ County Parks
‘Twrn Lakes Park L

~Mammoth Park C
vNorthmoreIand Park -

Game Lands # 42, 153, -and 296 offer extensive ,
hikeing, biking, cross-country skiing, and

* snowmobiling trails opportunities.

- State Parks

‘Keystone offers short day hlkes aswell as
: snowmoblhng routes

Lmn Run offers short day hlkes

Forbes offers extenswe h1k1ng opportunmes V

~including the Grove Run Trail, the Wolfs Pack

. Trail, and the Spruce Flats Trall Snowmoblhng o i
s also avallable : ‘

- Corps of Engineer‘s B o , |

Loyainanna Lake

(_.fone'rn'augh River Lake -

Nation'al'Reéreation Trails S

L There are several nahonal recreatlon trails in

the- tegion. They include the followmg Flour

© Sak Battle Brcentenmal Trail at Bushy Run. -
* Battlefield in Westrnoreland County, Summit

Nature Trail at ‘Allegheny Portage Railroad

-~ National Historic Site in Blair County, Bear .

- “Run Nature Reserve National Recretion Trail at
- Mill Run-in Fayette County, Friendship Hill :
. National Recreation Trail near New Geneva, -

“Black Willow Water Natronal Recreation Trail -

- at. Loyalhanna Lake, Potomac Heritage Trail -

“Laurel Highlands Hiking Trail National -
* Recreation ‘Trail at- Rldge Staté Park, and the
. Potomac Heritage Trail - Youghiogheny River

Trail National Recreation Trail in. Ohlopyle

-State Park in Fayette County



,AF’-PENDIXEs'

Op’portdniﬁes The opportunity exists for loop

* trail systems from urban areas to the existing
" public lands. This opportunity will most likely. -
‘be mountain (natural surface or primitive).

tralls, offering a fine- complement to the
abundance of rail trails in the region. There is

~ also an opportunity for agencies to conduct

102

inventories of herltage resources and 1mple-

~ ment a heritage ethic for their trails program

that will fit into the overall vision for. the
region. In addition, there is a demonstrated
need for accessible trail facilities on e‘;tabhshed,

_ pubhc lands in the reglon



. Herztage Tmzls Strengthenmg a Regzonal
: Commumfy is not an action document. As such,

Complmnce und Prqed 'I'eum und Consuliunis

the plan is exempt from federal énvironmental

_~ protection laws and regulations, including the i ‘.
- National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 and =
~section 106 of the National Historic -

Preservation Act of 1966, as amended;, This"
exemption is provided through Department of
the Interior NEPA guidelines — $pecifically
Categorical Exclusion 7.4 B(10), preparation of

- internal documents prehm1nary to specnﬁc ‘

proposals or sets of alternatlves o

However, the SPHPC is an agency of the
Department of the Interior, and any
commiission-funded or assisted .actions or . .

- development resulting from this plan must
_ comply with the applicable federal -

environmental protection laws, regulatxons and .

- executive orders. Evidence of that compliance .

~ will be demonstrated in the NEPA compliarice: -
- document that will accompany the. specific
‘planning or design product. The-SPHPC will

- coordinate the achv1t1e% of the - resouirce .

. preservation agencies and other partners to -

ensure that both the spirit and the letter of

federal env1ronmenta1 protechon legislation is . *

met.

Each county, townshlp, or mumapahty

v requires permits for the construction of roade, ,

facilities, and improvements. In addition,

“compliance with all applicable federal
- regulations is required for all actions of a~

specific planning or design nature. This
includes compliance with all provisions of the

L Americang With- Disabilities Act .of 1991 and the

Intermodal Surface Transportatlon Efficiency

S Act of- 1991

PROJECT TEAM AND CONSULTANTS

Hentage Trails Task Force = ».

) 'Gary Plummer Pennsylvanla Electnc Company |

Ed Patterson, Indiaria County, Parks Director
Laurie Lafontame, Trails Committee Chalr

 “Karl King, SPHPC
Richard Stahl, Planning Director -

. Hunhngdon County Planning Commlsswn

- Conslnltants .

" Peter Barton, Executive Director

Altoona Railroader’s Mernorlal Museum

_' ‘Mike Burk, Beriscreek Canoe Club
-John' York SPHPC -

]ohn Romano i
Southern Alleghemes Plannlng and
‘Development Commission |

,»Dave Bachman, PennDOT"

Ralph-Romeo, Department of Enwronmental
" Resources - —
Tom Sexton, Rails-to- Tralls Conservancy, )

*. Pennsylvania Chapter .
Jude Harrington, Corps of Englneers

Raystown lake

_ Planning Team '

VPeggy Pings; Planner .
‘Hugh Duffy, Team Captain

Greg Cody, Cultural Resource Spec1ahst

~Sam Lammie, Geographlc Information Systems

Specialist

Rocky Kloster, Geographic Informatlon Systems

Technician .

- Keith Morgan, Interpretive Plariner
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As the nation’s principal conservahon agency, the Department of Interior has respon51b1hty for: most
of our nationally owned public lands and natural and cultural resources. This includes fostermg wise

- use of our land and water resources, protecting our fish and wildlife, preserving the environmental

and cultural values of our national parks. and historic places, and providing for the enjoyment of life
through outdoor recgeation. The department assesses our energy and mineral resources and works to -
ensure that their development is in the best interests of all our people. The department promotes the
goals of the Take Pride in America campaign by encouragmg stewardshlp and citizen responqlblhty
for the pubhc landq and promoting citizen participation in their care. :

‘The Southwestem‘Penn’sylvanla Heritage Preservatlon Commlssmn is a federally appointed ;
- organization with the Department of the Interior. The commission is a catalyst for partnership efforts -

to conserve, interpret, and promote the sites, landscapes, and stories of America’s 1ndustr1al hentage

in southwestern Pennsylvania. Through this conservation and commemoration effort, the commission

w1]l also stimulate economic development in the region. This product was prepared for the

B commlssmn through a partnershlp effort with the National Park Serv1ce NPS D-97A August 1995
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